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Background

CUTS with financial assistance from Swedish Society for Nature Conservation (SSNC) is
implementing a two-year project. The objective of the project is to promote organic
consumption in the State of Rajasthan ffidia) covering six major agriculture potential
districts by awareness generation, sensitisation, capacitybuilding and advocacy
activities.

Increased awareness is expected to result in increased consumer demand, which will
further push demand for availablity and affordability of organic products contributing
towards decreasing health hazards of consumers.

The project is expected to result in better informed consumers and farmers about
organic consumption and farming and advocating for better policies andnforcement
thereof by sensitising policy makers in the State. This will boost organic farming and
consumption in the State and in the long run will provide sustainable environment and
lifestyle.

Under the project, six, District Level Training Programmes and Exposure Visits for
farmer groups were organised. The objective was to motivate farmers to reduce
chemical uses in farming by way of several sessions/lectures on organic farming and
related issues through subject experts and to showcase some of thecesassful live
demonstration of organic farming for the purpose of practical orientation in the nearby
farms.

In all six districts, efforts were made to ensure participation of farmers, especially
women farmers representing all blocks of the district. Theobjective of the orientation
was to build capacity of farmers and inspire them to take up organic farming through
experience gained from various subject experts and live demos of organic culture.
Through the trained farmers, it was further envisaged thathey will work as catalyst at
local level in order to impart their knowledge gained from orientation and exposure.

Summary of Activities

Sx District Level Training Programmes and Exposure Visits were conductday CUTS
Representation of farmers from each lock of the didrict was ensured. 194 male
farmers andonly a singlefemale farmer participated in the six events, though only few
of them were found to be purely involved in organic agriculture prior to orientation.

These events helped bringing farmersrad institutions on a common platform for better
coordination in future, which will ultimately help in reaping good results. Healthy
debate and discussion over myths about organic culture and financial benefits took
place. The events also helped participastto know some of the traditional ways of




organic farming, such as formation of vermin-wash and compost, herbal
pesticides/insecticides management, treatment of seeds and soil management etc.

The second day was dedicated to exposure visits in nearby farmshich were managed
by local agriculture farmers working exclusively on the pattern of organic farming. The
participants of first day were taken in vehicles to visit nearby farm. The farm owners at
all the places showcased live demonstration of various a@ditional systems of organic
farming through their experiences and tried to motivate participants for adopting
organic farming. Participants visited farm sites and the saw the convergence, which
motivated them to adopt organic farming and consumption. Quegs from the workshop
were clarified in practical.

District level Farmer® trainings and Exposure Visits wereorganised by CUTS in
partnership with district project partners. Around 50 participants from each district
representing every subdistrict (block) participated in the activity. Target beneficiary of
activities were only farmers from selectedpanchayatsfrom six project districts. Special
efforts were made to ensure female participation but dueo local circumstances, only
44 percent female participation was secured.

The information can be summarsed in thetable given as below

S District Event Date Women Men Total
N
1 Kota September23-24 ,2016 05 55 60
2 Udaipur October4-5,2016 35 22 57
3 Chittorgarh  October6-7,2016 29 31 60
4 Pratapgath  November9-10, 2016 30 40 70
5 Dausa December23-24,2016 30 20 50
6 Jaipur January5-6, 2017 23 26 49
Total 152 194 346

Training andexposureVisit

Farmers Training and Exposure visitboth are different activities under the project but
these wereconducted back to back in each district. The main reason was to ensure that
the same group of participantswho attended oneday orientation on organicfarming,
should also get the practical exposure for better understanding, so that they are in
position to actually engage in organic farming. The other reason was to save the
organising and other costs tomaximise the expenditure outcomes.




Kota

On August 1112, 2016 a Farmer Training and Visit prograrme was organsed by Ram
Krishna Mission Sansthan in JaBhikshan Sansthan, Kota.

Training Geptember 232016)

The training programme was attended by approximately 60 people among them 5 were
women participants. Dr. IN Gupta wasChief Guest of the progranme. In introduction,
Yudhister Chansi Chairmen of ramKrishna Mission Sansthan welcomed all the
participants.
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The resource persons in the programme were Dr L K Dadhich (Environmental
Biologist), Dr M K Goyal, (Senior ScientisKVK, Kota)Rajeev Malhotra Director, Jan
Shikshan Sansthan) andr | N Gupta (Director Extension, Agriculture University Kota).
Deepak Sagna (Assistant Director) and Rajdeep PareekProject Officer) from CUTS
attended the progranme.

Rajdeep Pareelbriefed all participants about the PraOrganic project and itsscope He
said that with the help of SSNC, this project is working in six districts of Rajasthan since
past three years.A positive outcome of this project is thatcurrently the area under
organic farming in Rajasthanhas enhancedup to 1,55,020 hectors in year 2015-16. He
convinced the participantsthat by 2020, efforts will be to make Rajasthan total organic
state.




TechnicalSession

Dr. Gupta interacted with people about careless activities of the farmers in the fielde
told that in Kota farmer use excessive quantity ofvater in the fields, they burnt the
fields after harvesting, and more seed rate of crops in their fields. Conservation of water
is necessary for farmers. They can use sprinkler system, drip irrigation system in the
field to reduce water loss in their fietls. He alsdfocusedon excessive use of chemical
fertili sers and pesticides in the fields by farmers and hazardous effects of this chemical
farming. Heinformed the people thaton consuming oxytocin used vegetables, infertility
increases inmen andwomen both.

Rajiv Malhotra interacted with people about employment prograrmes running by Jan
Shikshan Sansthan. Heirrged people to get involved in their training program mes
related to rural employment and select their profession also. Headded that some
agriculture related training programmes are alsobeing run by the organisation and all
farmers canacquire technical expertise by attending these progranmes.

Dr L K Dhadhich interacted with people about environmental pollution due to high use
of chemical fertilisers and pesticides. He told people that soil become hard and unfertile
by use of chemical fertilsers. Chemical fertilsers and pesticides are polluting our soil,
air and water and these three things cannot make in laboratory by any scientist of the
world. He shared the benefits of organic farming with thepeople about. Hestated that
there is no environment pollution with organic farming and farmers can gehigh prices
from their organic products in the market.

In between the session a movie related to orgeéc farming was shown to all the
participants. Movie was on the hazardous effects of chemical farming and benefits of
organic farming.

Dr M K Goyal interacted with peopleand elucidated them about organic farming
practices and benefits of organic farmingHe urged people to adopt naturaltechniques
for nutrient management, pest and disease control in theifarms to reduce cost of
cultivation.

The programme ended with a vote of thanks to all participants and announcement of
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ExposureVisit (September 242016

Around 30 participants were taken to organic farm of Narendra Malaya farmer with a
progressive outlook The transportation arrangement to take all the farmers to the
farms was done by CUTS. Whilm field Narendra Malavasked theparticipants to grow
organic crops and getquality yield

The participants visited vermin-composting unit, solar plant,storage structure for onion
and garlic. Narendra Malav alsohas a unit of beekeeping.They also visited the entire
organic farm andacquired technical information about different units. Malav presents a
brief overview and benefits ofthesetechnologies to the participants. This visiinspired
the participants to adopt organic farming. The event ended witla vote of thanks by
Yudhister Chansi toMalavand the participants.

Udaipur

Farnmer Training andvisit Programme

On October04-05, 2016 a Farmer Training and Visit programme was organsed by
Manyta Sasthan in Astha Campus, Bedla Road Udaipur.

Training(October 4, 2016

The training programme was attended by approximately 57 people among them 35
were women participants. Deepak Saena (Assistant Directo) and Rajdeep Pareek
(Project Officer) from CUTS attended the programe. Suprateek Dewal, Chairran of
Manyata Sansthan welcomed all the participants. The resource persons in the
programme were Pannalal (SecretaryGeneral of Manyata Sansthan), Moti Singh Ratho




(Scientist, KVK Udaipur), Dr Anand Singh Jodha (PC KVKJdaipur), and Girwar Singh
Ranawat (Agrcultural Officer Udaipur).

Deepak Saxena and Rajdedfareek interacted with all participants and discussedabout
the progress of theProOrganic project and its scope Deepak Saxena briefedthat with
the help of SSNC, this project iseing implemented in six districts of Rajasthan since
past three years. Healso statedthat climatic conditions and soil of Udaipur district are
favorable for organic farming. Thus, every farmer can be benefitted by adopting organic
farming.

TechnicalSession

Panna Lal interactedwith people about careless activities of the farmers in the fiell He
said that in Udaipur, farmers are using fertilsers and chemicals near lake area and
water of lake is polluting by these chemicals. He alsmarned againstexcessive use of
chemical fertilisers and pesticides in the fields by farmers and hazardous effects of this
chemical farming. He told people that use géewamrit, herbal spray, neem oil spray will
not pollute our fields and lake water.

Moti Singh Rathor interacted with people about importance of animal husbandry in

organic farming. Hesaid that animal husbandry is the important component of organic
farming. In organic farming we can use FYM, Poultry yard manure, to improve soil
health. We can get an additional income by selling of rkiend milk products. He told to

people about benefits of organic farming.

In between the session a movie related to organic farming was shown to all the
participants. Movie was on the hazardous effects of chemical farming and benefits of
organic farming.




Dr Anand Singh Jodha interacted with people about organic farming practices and
benefits of organic farming. Heurged the people to adopt natural techniques for
nutrient management, pest and disease contramnethods in fruits and vegetables. He
told that by using amodule of kitchen garden,one can produce nutritious fruits and
vegetablesin the year for a sixmember family in only 50 meter square area.

Girwar Singh Ranawat interacted with people about different government schemes
related to organic farmingin the state of Rajasthan. He told abowRravasiKaushalVikas
Yojna (PKVY), Rastriya Krishi Vikas Yojna RKVY), andMahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment GuaranteeAct ( MNREGA Yojana

The programme ended with a vote of thanks given to the participants and
announcement of participants and place for the visito be conductedthe following day.

ExposureVisit (October5, 2016)

Nearly 30 participants visited vermi-composting unit in Astha campus. Pannhal stated
that for establishing unit shady area and humidity is required. Young farmers can adopt
these techniques and can become a good entrepreneur.

After that all the participants visited dairy farm of KVK Udaipur where they were told
about scientific managemenof dairy farm. Dr Bhatnagar told about breed improvement
programme of buffalo as well as cow. Heonveyed about balance ration and use of
azollain animal diet.

Dr Ragini Ranawat interacted with all participantsregarding fruits and vegetables
production by organic farming. The progranme ended with a vote of thanksto the
participants by Mukesh Paliwal
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Chittorgarh

On October06-07, 2016 a Farmed Training and Visit Programme was organsed by
CHD Chittorgarh in Kisan Bhavam Chittorgarh.

Training October 06,2016

The training programme was attended by approximately 62 people among them 31
were women participants. Deepak Saena (Assistant Directo) and Rajdeep Pareek
(Project Officer) from CUTS attended the programe. Raja Ram Sukhwal (Manager
RSSC Chittorgarh) and Dr OP Sharma (KVK Chittorgarh) were key resource persons in
the training. Gauhar Mahmood Centre Coordinator, CUTS CHDvelcomed the

participants and provided an insight into the project activities and its objective. He
focusedon the ne=d of organic farming.

Deepak Sagna interacted with all participants about the PreOrganic project and its
area. Hesaid that with the help of SSNC, this project is working in six districts of
Rajasthan sincepast three years. Headdedthat excessive usef chemical fertilisers and
pesticides damagesfood grains and increase the probability of disease in human
beingsand animals.

Technicalsession

Raja Ram interacted with people about careless activities of the farmers in the field. He
mentioned that currently production is more than the requirement to fulfill the food
requirement of the population but by excess/e use ofchemical fertilisers andpesticides
the quality of food grains and soilhas degraded He advised people to adopt organic
farming techniques like vermi-composting, jeewamrit and herbal spray to enhance
quality of their products.

Dr O P Sharma interacted with people about important farming practices in organic
farming. He informed farmers about deep summeiplugging, use ofbio fertili sers,




pheromone traps, light traps and etc. Hesaid that use of these techniques will reduce
the cost of cultivation and increase benefit in agriculture. Héndicated that by using
organic farming expenditure on health of family membersan be reducedas organc
products contain leser chemicalswith no side effects.

In between the session a movie related to organic farming was shown to all the
participants. Movie was on the hazardous effects of chemical farming and benefits of
organic farming.

Rajdeep Pareeknteracted with people about organic farming practices and benefits of
organic farming. He shared some natural techniques to makeerbal spray, jeewamrit
and vermi-composting. He recommended people to adopt natural techniques for
Nutrient management, pest ad disease controlmethods. Healso conveyed information
related to different government schemes related to organic farming in the state of
Rajasthan.

The programme successfully ended with a vote of thanks tothe participants and
announcement ofnames ofparticipants and venuefor the visit for the following day.

ExposureVisit (October7,2016)

About 45 participants visited organic farm of Nandlal DhakadHere the participants
visited organic orchard of custard appleguava,and turmeric and pan crop in the green
house. Dhakad told people about organic farming of these crops and importance of Pan
Crop.
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All the participants also visitedsolar plant unit, vermi-composting unit, bio gas unit, and
the dairy farms. Dhakad encouraged people to mak@ewamrit, herbal spray, vermin-
composting etc.

Furthermore, an open session waslso organised for the participants to know about
their view point regarding organic farming. The participants assuredto turn their fields
organic at least for their family. The meetingconcluded with a vote of tharks by Madan
Lal Kee to the participants for attending the programme.
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Pratapgarh

On 09-10 November 2016 a Farmed Training and Visit Programme was organsed by
CHD Chittorgarhin Hotel Divyam Garden

Training November09, 2016

The training programme was attended by approximately 50 peoplecomprising 10
women participants. Degpak Saxena (Assistant Directgrand Rajdeep Pareek (Project
Officer) from CUTS attended the programe. Dr. Yogesh Kannojia, Dr B.L Badhala
(Scientis KVK) and Krishan Kumar Deputy Director, Department of Agriculture,
Pratapgarh) were key resource persons.

All the participants interacted with each other discussinghazardous effects of chemical
farming and benefits of organic farming. They alsshared about various government
schemesto promote organic farming in the Sate of Rajasthan. Rdeep Pareek and
Deepak Sana mentioned about the project activities and some local techniques to
reduce cost of cultivation in agriculture.

)

Deepak Sagna interacted with all participants speaking about the Pro-Organic project
and its scope in the StateHestated that with the help of SSNC, #project is working in

six districts of Rajasthan sincepast three years. He told that excessive use of chemical
fertilizers and pesticides spoiled our food grains and increased no. of disease in human
and animals.
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ExposureVisit (Novemberl0, 2016)

On the following day, all participants were taken to KVK ChittorgarhAround 35 people
participated in the programme of which19 were women. It was the first time when the
female participation exceededthe male participation. In the farms, people were shown
orchard of custard apple,drip irrigation and making of jeewamrit, herbal spray and
other organic pesticides.

Further, an opensession was orgarsed for all the participants to know their views on
organic farming. All the participantsassuredto turn their fields organic for the sake of
their families. Lastly, a vote of tharks was given by Madan Lal Kedo the participants
for attending the training programme.

Dausa

On December 224, 2016 a Farme® draining and Visit Programme was organsed by
HanumanGram Samitin Dausaat Krishi Vigyan Kendra(KVK).

Training December23,2016

The training programme was attended by apprximately 50 people among them 25
were women participants. Anand Sharmaincharge of KVK Dausavas Chief Guest of the
programme. The Project Director of HanumanGarm SamitiOmprakash Pareek started
the programme by giving awelcome speechto the farmers and trainers.

The key resource persons in the programme were B L Jat senior scientist at KVK Dausa
Deep& Saxna (Assistant Director), Rajdeep Pareek(Project Officer), Nimisha Gaur
(Project Officer)from CUTS attended the programme.
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After welcome speeb, an insight into to organic farming was provided by Deepak
Saxena. He first introduced about the organic scheme that wasitiated in October 2013
in six districts of Rajasthan. He further explaied its objectives, and how to achieve
theseobjectives and encounter thecoming challenges

TechnicalSession

Anand Sharmaincharge of KVK Dausa, threw light on the need of organic farming in
contemporary time, soil management importanceand ways to do, problem in organic
farming and how to overcome those. Hl told that the need of any particular thing is
determined by the society and time period. So, when it was the need to increase
production during 90s we preferred using chemicals, but today we need to protect our
health and land resources that have deteri@ated due to the use of chemicals, we need to
go for organic farming. He told that how second green revolution can be brought by
improving soil management.

Lastly, training was given byB L Jat Senior Scientist at KVK Dausa. He highlighted the
negative dfects of the chemical that are used in farming in modern time, soil health card
scheme, proper ways of taking sample of soil and water and Pradhan Marfasal Bima
Yozna. Hestated that the excess of the chemicals dertilizers or weedicides used by the
farmers in fields are not used by the crop fully. But, this excess of urea, as fertilizer
converts into ammonia and nitrous oxide that causes global warming. This also led to
decrease in the food grain quantity. To measure the amount of fertilizers thahsuld be
used government enacted soil health card scheme.

Rajdeep Pareek interacted with people about organic farming practices and benefits of
organic farming. He shared some natural techniques to make Herbal spray, jeewamrit
and vermi-composting. He toll people to adopt natural techniques for Nutrient
management, pest and disease control. He interacted with people about different
governmentschemes related to organic farming in the state of Rajasthan.

The programme concluded with a vote of thanks to allparticipants and announcement
of participants andvenue ofvisit on the following day.

ExposureVisit (December24,2016)

Nearly 30 participants were taken to Sabriorganic farm at Sawai Madhopurwhere they
visited 2.5 hectare of organicAanwala garden,200 meter vermin compost unit and a
dairy of 250 cows. The patrticipants were introduced about the chilling process of milk.
After that the participants visited KVK, Sawai Madhopur.

They visited the experimental plots of wheat,vermi-composting unit, soar plant,
Storage structure for ion and Garlic Om Prakash briefly told about all the
technologies and benefits to the participants. This visit gave encouragement to all the
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participants to adopt organic farming. The event ended with a vote of thanks b®m
Prakash Pareekto all the paticipants.

Jaipur
On January05-06, 2017 a Farmed ®raining and Visit programme was organsed by
CUTS CART in Jaipur Distriet, State Institute of Agriculture Management, Durgapta.

Training January05, 2017)

The training programme was attended by approximately 50 peopleout of which 25
were women. V S Yadav, Professor and Head, Horticulture Department, Durgapura
Agriculture farm was the Chief Guest of the progranme. Rajdeep Pareek, Project Officer,
CUTS CARMDbegan te programme by welcoming allthe farmers and trainers.

The key resource personsof the programme were Dr B D Yadav, Professor, Horticulture

Dr S Mukkerji, Professor, Horticulture; Amit Sharma, Agriculture Expert, Kisan Call
Centre. Deepak Sagna (Assistart Director), Dharmendra Chaturvedi (Programme
Officer), Rajdeep Pareek (Project Officer), Nimisha Gaur (Project Officer) from CUTS
attended the programme.




After the welcome speech, aroverview to organic farming was provided byDeepak
Saxena, AssistantDirector and Deputy Head(CUTSCART through his presentation.
This highlighted introducing the organic schemeinitiated in October 2013 in six
districts of Rajasthan.Responded to a query as tthow CUTS got involved with Pre
Organiche mentionedas CUTSs aware for the safetyand protection of the consumers
and has been working for this since a long periad

Technicalsession

Following Deepak 82 AT A8 O b Q ArBDIYaavOmEdfelsor, Horticulture, threw
light on the need of organic farming in contemprary times, In his presentation, he
highlighted the negativeimpacts of the chemicas that are used in farming in modern
times, soil managementimportance and ways tofollow them, problems facedin organic
farming and how to overcome tkem.

Further, V S Yadav, Professor and Head, Horticulture Department, Durgapura
Agriculture farm, gave a presentation orO4 AAET ENOA 1 £ / OCAT EA 6ACA
He focused onthe negativeimpacts of the chemicas beingused in vegetables in modern

time, He urgedthe farmers to usevermi-compost as far aspossible butin casenot
possiblethen dung-compost should be used as green fuel. This green manure is not only
cost-effective but also increases organic carboim the soil.

Dr S Mukrerji Professor, Horticulture highlighted that the situation that has been
deteriorated because of the excess of the chemicals in Punjab and Haryamauch an
extent that a cancer train runs through Bhatinda to Bikaner. In this, the people suffering
from cancer caused due to the consumptiorof farm products produced by using
chemical fertilisers and other products travel most frequently.

ExposureVisit January06, 2017)

On the following day, nearly 30 women farmers visited at Rajasthan Agriculture

Research Institute, Durgapur. The visit wa hosted by DrV S Yadav. He showed the
farmers different vegetables like cucumber, pes broccoli, lettuceetc. that were being

grown organically.

Dr Yadavinformed the farmers that such vegetables havebeen produced usingvermi-
compost, jeevamrit and hebal spray.
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Besides,the participants also visitedvermin-composting unit, different units of making
organic products. And some farmers who already hagtermi-compost units or were
adopting organic farming asked their queries Problems faced by them using organic
farming techniquesand what were the possible remedies for the sameThereafter, an
experience sharing session was conducted, where all farmers shared their experiences,
the lessonslearnt in pasttwo days, and how willthey implement them in their farms.
The participants were immensely satisfied andthanked CUTSfor organising suchuseful
events.

Key Features of the ActivityAt a Glance

T

The events helped bringing farmers and institutions on a common platform for
better coordination in future, which will ultimately help in reaping good results.

Healthy debate and discussion over myths about organic culture and financial
benefits were held during the discussions

The events alsoenabled participants to know some of the traditional ways of
organic farming, such as formation of vermiwash/ vermi-compost, herbal
pesticides/insecticides and treatment of seeds and soil management etc.

Women participants showed keen interest in these events and were present in
good number.

All the six training workshops and exposure visits provedextremely successful
in terms of geographical coverage of participation, gender involvement, media
coverage, overall conduction of the events etc. Moreover, majority of
participating farmers expressed their willingness to switch over to organic
farming from their current mode ofchemical farming.
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