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From the Secretary General's Desk
The year 2006-07 has been packed with activities,
expansion, achievements and commitments. It gives
me satisfaction for what we have done and what we
need to do to strengthen the organisation’s resolve to
work with greater zeal.

Consolidation of CIRC
Initiated in September 2005 with a mission to be centre
of excellence on regulatory issues, CUTS Institute for
Regulation and Competition (CIRC) continued to undertake capacity
building in two streams, namely, economic regulation and competition
in the infrastructure sector. In the meanwhile, CIRC intensified its activities
through a number of training programmes.
A long-term project, “Competition, Regulation and Development Research
Forum” (CDRF) was undertaken to stimulate research and deliberations
on competition and regulatory implementation issues in developing
countries.
During the period, CIRC focused on two important areas: academic lecture
and training programme. In June, it organised two important seminars:
one in Bangkok on competition policy and law in collaboration with
Foundation for Effective Markets and Governance (FEMAG), Australia,
the INCSOC India, the Board of Trade, Thailand and the Joint Foreign
Chambers of Commerce (JFCCT), Thailand in Bangkok; and other in New
Delhi, on commercial diplomacy in collaboration with Institute of Trade
and Commercial Diplomacy (ITCD), US and Indian Institute of Foreign
Trade (IFT), New Delhi.

Competition and Regulation
Our 7Up model that involved all stakeholders through a bottom up
approach for better economic regulation has been successful in helping
countries adopt competition law and policy. C-CIER implemented a project
entitled, “Advocacy and Capacity Building on Competition Law and Policy
in Asia” or 7Up2. The project was implemented in six countries supported
by Department for International Development (DFID), UK and SECO,
Switzerland. The final review conference of the project was held in June
2006 at Bangkok.
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Another project “Capacity Building on Competition Policy in Select
Countries of Eastern and Southern Africa” codenamed 7Up3, was
implemented in seven countries, namely, Botswana, Ethiopia, Malawi,
Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia and Uganda, with support from the
Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (NORAD), Norway
and the DFID, UK.
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One of our projects ‘Study of Cartel Case Laws in Select Jurisdictions:
Learnings for the Competition Commission of India (CCI)’ supported by
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the Planning Commission, Government of India, also studied cartel cases
that have been tried under the Monopolies and Restrictive Trade Practices
(MRTP) Act, 1969 and similar cases of cartels investigated in other
countries.
The overwhelming response to our 638-page magnum opus “The
Competition Regimes in the World – A Civil Society Report” prompted
us to undertake another enterprising programme, India Competition &
Regulation Report under which a project entitled, ‘India Competition and
Regulation Report (ICRR)’ is being implemented with support from the
British High Commission, New Delhi. The Report would be prepared on
a biennial basis and provide inputs to policy-making community and other
stakeholders to take necessary actions to promote well-functioning markets.
A research study supported by the Planning Commission, “Comparative
Study of Regulatory Framework in Infrastructure Sector: Lessons for India:
RegFrame II” was implemented that intends to look at governance and
institutional aspects of regulatory framework prevailing in select seven
countries. It aimed to perform a comparative analysis of economies selected
include Australia (Asia-pacific), Brazil (Latin America), Canada (North
America), South Africa (Africa), the Philippine (East Asia), the UK (Europe),
and Sri Lanka (South Asia) and would come out with relevant learning for
India. We also came out with “Why India Adopted a New Competition
Law?”

CITEE’s Initiatives on the WTO
During the year, CUTS CITEE celebrated its 10th anniversary. On this
occasion, Prof T N Srinivasan, Samuel C Park, Jr, at Yale University, US
delivered a lecture on the future of global trading system: Doha Round
and beyond. CUTS CITEE actively took part in two sessions at the WTO
Public Forum 2006 in Geneva: ‘Operanationalisation of Aid for Trade’
and ‘G-20 Civil Society Views on WTO’.
CUTS CITEE worked on the WTO commissioned project, “Strategic Review
of WTO-provided Trade-Related Technical Assistance (TRTA) Activities”.
CITEE also conceptualised the project, “South Asia for International Trade
(SAFIT II) with support from Oxfam Novib, The Netherlands. This phase
focused on the some issues like Duty & Quota Free Market Access;
Operationalisation of LDC’s modalities and Article IV of GATS; Preference
Erosion and Aid for Trade; Special Products and Special Safeguard
Measures; and Non-Tariff Barriers.
Supported by the World Health Organisation (WHO), we implemented a
significant project, “Study to identify hurdles for independent Indian health
service personnel in selected countries under General Agreement on Trade
in Services (GATS) Mode IV”, which aims to focus on experiences acquired
by Indian professionals to draw lessons that can facilitate in managing the
temporary movement effectively.
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Trade and Development
This Centre has been working on linking trade with development since
1990s for an even distribution of benefits in the society and reducing
poverty. Our multi-country project, “Linkages between Trade,
Development and Poverty Reduction (TDP)” aims to explore a sustainable
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policy environment to distribute equitably the fruits of globalisation
(international trade being a driver) and advocate accordingly at different
levels with diverse stakeholders. This project supported by DFID and
MINBUZA is being implemented in 13 countries of South and South East
Asia, Eastern and Southern Africa, and Europe.
Amidst the debate surrounding Special Economic Zones (SEZs) in India,
Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Government of India, commissioned
a study, “Assessment of the Potential Costs and Benefits of Special
Economic Zones (SEZs) in India” to assess the overall social-economic
impact of SEZs. This 4-month project suggests strategies to optimise the
benefits/costs of SEZs that could ensure overall economic development
in India.
Another project, “Mainstreaming International Trade into National
Development Strategy: A Pilot Project in Bangladesh and India (MINTDEV)
National Development Strategy: A Pilot Project in Bangladesh and India’
with the support of Royal Norwegian Embassy, New Delhi, is being
implemented through scientific consolidation and expansion of the needbased and demand driven agenda for mainstreaming, international trade
into national development strategies of two South Asian countries, namely,
Bangladesh and India.
Under another project, “Improving Institutions for Pro-poor Growth
(I&PPG)” launched in September 2005, exploratory studies are being
carried out in Bangladesh, Bolivia, Mali and Tanzania, with a focus on
the question: why is economic growth in Bangladesh not pro more propoor, given the various shifts that it is undergoing, especially in 1990s?
Our development programme at the grassroots level was implemented
through the project “Grassroots Reachout and Networking in India on
Trade & Economics (GRANITE)”, which aims to raise awareness on
globalisation issues, in general, and WTO issues, in particular in India
and outside the country. The project was implemented in eight Indian
states with a focus on two key livelihood sectors: agriculture and textile
and clothing and supported by Oxfam Novib.

Regional Level Economic Cooperation
On regional level economic cooperation, CUTS has been working towards
the concerted efforts to raise the problems of developing countries for
achieving a compact regional welfare environment where trade could
flourish with lesser constraints. During the period, we implemented the
project, “Trade Facilitation Needs Assessment in South Asia”, which looked
into the trade barriers such as transportation, border measures, port
efficiency and standard related problems, etc.
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Another project entitled, “South-South Economic Cooperation: Exploring
Mekong-Ganga Relationship (MGR)” studied how India and three countries
of the Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS), viz., Cambodia, Lao PDR and
Vietnam, can foster economic cooperation, with Thailand as a facilitator
or gateway. The project is funded by the Swiss Agency for Development
and Cooperation (SDC), Berne, Switzerland.
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Another similar project, “South-South Economic Cooperation: Exploring
IBSA Initiative (IBSA-I)” was implemented with an aim to analyse the
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demand and supply-side factors, which can enhance (or are hindering at
present) trade between India, Brazil and South Africa (IBSA) countries.
The project was also funded by SDC, Berne, Switzerland.
Our project, “Regional Economic Cooperation in South Asia (RECSA)”
was based on an analysis of the present status and future prospects of
economic cooperation in South Asia. The project has made an effort to
bring together like-minded people and find out their opinion on South
Asian economic trade.
The European Commission (EC) had invited bids for a study to assess the
qualitative and sectoral aspects of an FTA between India and the European
Union (EU), aimed at “investigating more in depth non-tariff and regulatory
issues regarding goods, services and investment”, and result was “EUIndia Free Trade Agreement (EU-India FTA) project”. CUTS, along with
the Sussex University, UK were commissioned to undergo the study on
the setting up of an EU-India FTA to enable both India and EU to formulate
policy issues which impact both the region positively and enable the
countries to move towards greater economic cooperation.
A pilot project is being implemented on “Operationalising South-South
Trade Cooperation: Linking Selected LDCs in Eastern and Southern Africa
with India” to analyse the impact of provision of Duty Free Quota Free
(DFQF) Market Access to the African least developed countries (LDC’s)
by India. Regional Trade Facilitation Programme (RTFP), South Africa has
procured professional services from CUTS for implementing the project.
The project is being supported by DFID, UK.
We are working towards a project, “Enabling developing countries to
seize Ecolabel Opportunities”, with the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP), in association with local partners and likely to be
funded by the EC under EuropeAid Programme on Environment in
Developing Countries. The overall objective of this four-year project is to
increase the environmental efficiency of key export products and related
industrial processes in the target countries by supporting the active
contribution of industry and government to the 10-Year Framework of
Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and Production (Marrakech
process).

Consumer Protection and Governance
Consumer protection is inherent in our work. Towards this, CUTS
implemented projects on awareness generation. “Involvement of
Consumers in Power Sector Reforms in Rajasthan, a CUTS FES Programme
Phase II’ project was focused on enhancing efficiency in the power sector.
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The programme, “Securities Market Awareness Campaign (SMAC)”,
supported by SEBI and implemented in rural Rajasthan, has been working
on educating common people why, where and how to make the right
investments.
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Another area of our work has been good governance via accountability
tracking. Under this, “Measuring the Effectiveness of Mid-Day Meal
Scheme (MDMS) in Rajasthan” was a successful venture whereby we
helped stakeholders involved in the MDMS to feel the accountability, so
as to do justice to the programme.
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Our concern on child labour was exhibited through a project on child
domestic workers, “Hum Bhi Bachche Hai (we, too, are children)” that
not only explored the plights of child domestic workers (CDWs) in Jaipur,
but also made the people aware of the problems, and I feel a sense
contentment that due to intervention the Government of India banned
the child labour in October 2006.
On health and safety, we worked on two projects: Tobacco: Deadly in
Any Form or Disguise; and Administering Road Safety Programmes in
Jaipur city. While the first one focused on the growing use and addiction
of tobacco among children and how it could be stopped, the second one
was meant to generate awareness among commuters and general public
to adopt safety mechanisms in order to avoid accidents. For the first project,
a select group of schools were sensitised on the tobacco addiction via
programmes and other activities like poster competition, dramatic
presentations, meetings and seminars. In the road safety, road shows and
rallies were organised and reading materials were distributed among the
commuters.
Pursuing good governance, we implemented two projects: “Promoting
Greater Role of the Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) in Rajasthan to Foster
Rural Livelihood Opportunities: Meeting the challenges of Globalisation
and Economic Liberalisation” and “Combating Corruption in Rajasthan
State by Using Right to Information (RTI) As a Tool”. While the first one
intended to motivate the local administrative bodies, i.e. PRIs, so that
they could better serve the people by providing livelihood opportunities
at the local level and creating a raised level of awareness, the second one
is aimed to raise the level of awareness among rural people, so that they
could help mitigate corruption by being aware of their rights and duties
and promoting good governance.
On the national level, we also organised a seminar on “Competition Policy
and Consumer Protection” in which Prof Allan Fels, former Chairman,
Australian Competition & Consumer Commission (ACCC), pointed out
how lack of an effective competition policy affects consumer protection
and vice versa.
The Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of India appointed
CUTS CART as the Regional Resource Agency (RRA) for Rajasthan under
the National Awareness Campaign (NEAC) for a period of three years.
We organised awareness campaigns and seminars to educate rural people
on bio-diversity conservation.

Work at the Grassroots
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Through sustained advocacy and awareness campaigns, empowerment
of people, particularly women at the grassroots level has been one of the
major focus areas of CUTS Centre for Human Development (CUTS CHD),
Chittorgarh. Hamara Manch – Rural Girl’s Empowerment Programme
(RGEP) project was successfully implemented in Chittorgarh district to
sensitise people on the plights of girl child in rural Rajasthan, especially
violence against women. The project, “Universal Birth Registration (UBR)”
was aimed to protect child’s rights by providing legitimacy to their
existence that would help later in their career and life, as it was felt that
many a times economic benefits from various government programmes
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do not reach the beneficiary due to the fact that their names are not
recorded at birth.
Helping women gain self-respect via economic independence was the
objective of the “Self-Help Groups (SHGs) and Bank Linkages project,
which proved very satisfying in the sense many women in the villages of
Chittorgarh and Bhilwara are taking part in enterprise generation activities.
And for a better health services in remote areas, especially to the women
to save mortality at birth, we implemented a project, “Reproduction and
Child Health, Nutrition and Aids (RACHNA)” and another project, “Early
Marriages and Premature Pregnancy” was focused on to generate
awareness among the rural people about the ill-effects of early marriage.
CUTS CHD was selected also as Mother NGO for Chittorgarh under the
Reproductive and Child Health (RCH) scheme of the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare. Another project, “Land and Water Management
Leading towards Biodiversity Conservation” was aimed towards
developing consciousness on environmental degradation among rural
people.

Overseas accomplishment
CUTS LRC, our resource centre in London, is implementing a project,
“Soho to Soweto (S2S)” which is focused on the five current development
issues that touch the lives of people from across the globe, and on which
public opinion is sought in order to bring the issue on the centre stage.
The centre is also implementing a project, “Capacity Building of Eastern
and Southern Civil Society during the Economic Partnership Agreement
Negotiations”, which aims to promote more effective linkages between
trade, and efforts aimed at development and poverty reduction though a
wide range of national and international dialogues and output based
advocacy.
To create friendship on the global level for global development, the centre
has devised a unique networking scheme called “Friend of CUTS”, which
was launched in May last year to brings together individuals and
organisations interested in promoting a global economy that works for
the development of poor nations and their people.

CUTS Branches Out in Vietnam
CUTS has taken steps to open its fourth overseas resource centre in Hanoi,
Vietnam - Hanoi Resource Centre (CUTS HRC). This Centre will carry
forward the work already done in this region. CUTS HRC would also be
providing technical assistance to the Vietnamese Competition Authority
during 2007-09, with support from the Government of Switzerland.
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Growing Recognition
Invited to be a member of the “Warwick Commission into the Future of
the Global Trade Regime”, hosted at the Centre for the Study of
Globalisation and Regionalisation at the University of Warwick, UK, I
presented a Note on ‘Threats/Obstacles and Possible Solutions’ in the
first meeting of the body held at Warwick, in February 2007. As a member
of the Working Group on Competition Policy of the Planning Commission
of India, I was asked to prepare an input paper on “The state of competition
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in India and the impediments, if any, on account of policies of the
Government”. Also, I was invited to make two presentations for the second
meeting of the Working Group on “State of Competition in India” and
“State Government Policy and Competition”. We presented a paper on
“Regionalism: Policy Options for India” in the conference on “Developing
Countries and the Challenge of Regionalism: Assessing the Options”,
organised by University of Sussex, UK in September 2006.
I am grateful to our friends and well wishers – from India and abroad –
who have contributed greatly in making CUTS a formidable name, and I
hope they will continue to support us in our future endeavours.

Jaipur
April 2007

Pradeep S Mehta
Secretary General
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About CUTS

C

UTS was established in 1983 as a small group of concerned citizens.
Since then it has been working towards bridging the gap between
the people at the grassroots and international policy-making
community. Today, it is a leading consumer organisation in India. More
importantly, CUTS is now at the cutting edge of the consumer movement,
not only in India but also other parts of the world. The organisation focuses
its programmes on the following five areas:
• Consumer Protection
• International Trade & Development
• Competition, Investment & Economic Regulation
• Human Development
• Consumer Safety

Historical Perspective
CUTS began from a rural development initiative, a wall newspaper, Gram
Gadar (Village Revolution). As the organisation's mouthpiece, Gram Gadar
is being published regularly and reaches every nook and corner of
Rajasthan, even remote villages where radio is the only medium of
communication. It has been instrumental in providing a forum for the
oppressed classes at the grassroots to get justice.

Objectives
CUTS, as an advocacy and research organisation, aims:
• to initiate, undertake and aid directly or through its affiliated bodies,
schemes for the furtherance of consumer and public welfare, including
those relating to environment, healthcare, general awareness,
empowerment and socio-economic development;
• to promote, organise and assist measures for the availability of consumer
commodities and services, including those relating to environment,
healthcare, general awareness, empowerment and socio-economic
development;
• to study consumer and public interest/welfare problems and evolve
remedies, including those relating to environment, healthcare, general
awareness, empowerment and socio-economic development;
• to publish studies, periodicals, reports and other literature relating to
consumer commodities and services, including those relating to
environment, healthcare, general awareness, empowerment and socioeconomic development;
• to undertake, research and case studies in respect of consumer
commodities and services public interest/welfare, including those
relating to environment, healthcare, general awareness, empowerment
and socio-economic development;
• to advise and if necessary, assist governments and the concerned
authorities in framing and enforcing laws to safeguard the interest of
the consumer and citizen, including those relating to environment,
healthcare, general awareness, empowerment and socio-economic
development; and
• to disseminate knowledge and information and to educate the public

Thank you for graciously
inviting me to your Centre to
discuss trade and
development in India. You
do great work and I am
positive I will benefit from
the insights live gained here.
All the best!
Jamie M Zimmerman
Associate Director,
Kenan Institute of Private
Enterprise, Washington
Centre,
1300 Pennsylvania Avenue,
NW, North Tower, Suite
370, Washington, DC 20004

I am very much impressed
by the intelligence and drive
of CUTS’ staff. I have an
interesting and very pleasant
visit. Also impressed by the
progress, I heard about in
putting competition on the
Indian policy agenda.
L Alan Winters
Director of the
Development Research
Group
World Bank

CUTS is well-known
internationally and I am
happy I would visit it and
meet some of the people
who, under Pradeep Mehta’s
leadership, have done such
fine work on consumer
protection, competition,
trade and related issues.
Nitin Desai
Former Under-Secretary General
United Nations
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For a person associated with
consumer issues from nongovernmental approach and
as a Director of CCC, it was a
very educative visit and
meeting. It has opened new
vistas, which will help grow
the movement and its driving
forces for common benefit, if
implemented. We hope to
gain and stay in touch with
CUTS in many ways.
Arun Kumar,
Director
Consumer Coordination
Council (CCC)
Noida, India

S M Mathur
Secretary cum Treasurer

regarding consumer and public interest/welfare problems and
programmes on a scientific basis, including those relating to
environment, healthcare, general awareness, empowerment and
economic development.

Vision Statement
‘Consumer sovereignty in the framework of social justice and equality
within and across borders’

Organisational Development
From a small voluntary group of concerned citizens operating out of a
garage on a zero budget to an international NGO, the journey has marked
with healthy growth. The year 2006-07 was marked by important
organisational developments within the country and abroad. CUTS’
centres are broadly divided into two distinct categories:
• Programme Centres; and
• Resource Centres.

Organisational Structure
General Body
(Meets once a year and receives the annual report and audited accounts,
elects the executive every fourth year and approves broad policy directions)

Executive Committee

Rajeev D Mathur
Executive Director

(The 13 members meet at least twice a year, take policy decisions, approve budgets, etc.)

Secretary General
(Appointed by the Executive Committee as the chief executive officer (CEO) of the organisation, receives
instructions from the board, implements all programmes and oversees the administration)
L N Sharma
Accounts Officer

Secretary cum Treasurer

Deputy Co-ord.

Research
Associates

Research/ Research/
Prog. Assts. Prog.Assts. Lusaka

Nairobi

Prog. Officers
Field Staff

Research/Prog.
Assts.



Research
Associates



Prog. Officers

 

Staff Assts.
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Co-ordinator Co-ordinator
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Co-ordinator

 

Sini Nair
HR Assistant
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CRC

Co-ordinator

Research/Prog.
Assts.

Ruchi Sharma
Administrative
Officer

C-CIER

Co-ordinator

Staff Assts.
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CHD

Co-ordinator

  

Sudhir Kumar
Accounts Officer

CITEE

Adviser/Co-ordinators



CART

Executive/Dy. Executive/Directors

Staff Assts. Staff Assts.

Programme Centres
• Centre for International Trade, Economics & Environment (CITEE),
Jaipur, India
• Centre for Consumer Action, Research & Training (CART), Jaipur, India
• Centre for Human Development (CHD), Chittorgarh, India
• Centre for Competition, Investment & Economic Regulation (CCIER),
Jaipur India
• CUTS Institute for Regulation and Competition (CIRC)

Resource Centres
•
•
•
•
•
•

Calcutta Resource Centre (CRC), Calcutta, India
Africa Resource Centre (ARC), Lusaka, Zambia
London Resource Centre (LRC), London, UK
Delhi Resource Centre (DRC), New Delhi, India
Africa Resource Centre (ARC), Nairobi, Kenya
Hanoi Resource Centre (HRC), Hanoi, Vietnam

Mukesh Tyagi
DTP Officer

Sweepthish Jayan
Assistant IT
Officer

Meeting of the General Body
The General Body Meeting was held on September 09, 2006 in which
the Annual Report and audited accounts were presented.

Executive Committee Meeting
Meeting of the Executive Committee was held on September 09, 2006
where internal policy matters, development and budget were reviewed.
Another Executive Committee Meeting was held on December 12, 2006.

Rajkumar Trivedi
DTP Assistant

Human Resource Development
During this year, Suprita Jayaram, Vaibhav Rakesh Mathur, Susanta Saha,
Vikram Singh Rathore, Vishwajit Habbu, Manish Dubey, Ritu Agarwal,
Christine Manca, Dinesh Jain, Rahul Ranjan, Siba Prasad Dash, Chitra
Verma joined CUTS at Jaipur. George Cheriyan and John Tabari rejoined
CUTS.
Priyanka Dutta, Arnab Ganguly, Keya Ghosh and Jayeeta Sarkar have
joined CUTS CRC, whereas Kamlesh Pareek, Shashi Prabha and Amit
Chowdhury rejoined CUTS CHD, Chittorgarh.
Victor Ogalo joined Nairobi Resource Centre and Pham Thi Que Anh
started the Hanoi Resource Centre, Vietnam

CUTS Website
CUTS has developed a comprehensive website with an URL www.cutsinternational.org. It has useful links and hyperlinks leading to its various
Programme and Resource Centres that provide an insight into the
individual sub-domains. Main page mirrors the broad outline about the
organisation and its activities. In addition, it provides valuable information
on the following areas:
• Projects and events;
• Media articles and press releases;
• Current initiatives; and
• Advocacy campaigns.

CUTS Library and Documentation Department

A pleasure as always to
collaborate with CUTS.
The added joy of a visit
to Jaipur was a special
plus.
Jim Rollo
Programme Director
University of Sussex
Brighton BNI 9RH
UK
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M Shamsur
Rabb Khan
Editor

CUTS library and documentation department plays a vital role in
supporting in-house research work by facilitating access to relevant
information sources. This department has Database Units.

The Library

Madhuri Vasnani
Publications
Assistant
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Lokpal Jangir
Assistant
Documentation Officer

Kirti Johari
Assistant
Librarian

CUTS library has an extensive collection of books, journals, research
reports, working papers, monographs, briefing papers and pamphlets in
the fields of economics, economic development, foreign direct investment
(FDI), competition, poverty, industry, international trade, trade &
development, trade and environment, energy, agriculture, law,
consumerism etc. It subscribes 22 journals/magazines and more than 10
newspapers. It also contains wide collection of CDs/audio-videos/
photographs.

Information Unit
This unit has a database, which is a collection of international, national
and grassroots level organisations including inter-governmental
organisations, governmental organisations and non-governmental
organisations (NGOs). It contains Postal Mailing Lists (ML), Electronic List
(EL), Visiting Cards and Dispatching. Information Unit is responsible for
providing mailing list(s) to the dispatch section in Label Format.

Infrastructural Development
I have long wanted to visit
the CUTS office. Even at the
risk of being misunderstood,
I felt impressed and happy at
the efficient layout of the
office. Not many of my
relations have shown such
intellectually engaged
involvement in the burning
of growth, trade equity in
international exchange. My
sincere admiration.
Jagat S Mehta
Former Foreign Secretary of
India
Learning to know CUTS and
its staff has been a great
pleasure. The more I read of
your publication, the more
impressed I am. I look
forward to a mutual and
beneficial cooperation in the
future.
Valter Angel
Senior Researcher
Norwegian Institute of
International Affairs (NUPI),
Norway
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Considerable investments were made on information technology and office
equipments. New books were added to the library. The number of
computers increased from 45 to 68 and some of the existing computers
were upgraded for compatibility.
Heavy duty centralised printers were installed. Centralised Network &
Internet connectivity was provided. High-end electronic gadgets like
routers at all the three offices at Jaipur to control the Internet bandwidth
and fight spam in order to give users non-stop browsing and increase the
productivity were purchased.

Capacity Building of the Staff
• Deepak Saxena of CUTS CART attended seminar on ‘Indian Code of
Advertising Practices – Proposed Law for Advertisement Standards
Regulatory Commission (ASRC) and Pre-Vetting of Advertisements
Operating in Other Countries’ organised by Consumer Education &
Research Centre, in Ahmedabad, on April 21, 2006.
• Laxmi Narayan Sharma of CUTS attended ‘Tally Ascent Forum’
organised by Star Financial Software in Jaipur, on June 09, 2006.
• Prashmita Ghosh and Suprita Jayaram of CUTS CITEE participated in
Trade and Gender internet course from World Trade Institute, during
October 29-November 17, 2006.
• Simi TB of CUTS CITEE participated in Trade, Growth and Poverty
internet course from World Trade Institute, October 29-November 22,
2006.
• Chitra Verma of CUTS C-CIER attended Business Convention and
Display entitled, ‘India Retail Revolution – Managing the Change’
organised by Associated Chambers of Commerce and Industry of India
(ASSOCHAM), in New Delhi, on February 02, 2007.
• Amit Chowdhury of CUTS CHD attended ‘Citizen Participation &
Democratic Governance’ PRIA’s (An International Centre for Learning
And Promotion of Participation and Democratic Governance) 25th
Anniversary Dialogues, in New Delhi, during February 05-08, 2007.
• Suprita Jayaram attended a workshop on ‘ISO 10015’ organised by
National Institute of Training for Standardisation, Bureau of Indian

Standards (BIS) in New Delhi, on February 07-08, 2007.
• George Cheriyan of CUTS CART attended a workshop following the
survey on ‘NGO Business Engagement in India’ organised by Partner’s
in Change in Bangalore, on March 22-23, 2007. He also attended a
workshop on ‘Advocacy and Citizen Engagement’ organised by
Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), in New Delhi,
on March 27, 2007.

Donor Agencies
CUTS maintains an interactive association with various donor agencies
both at the national and international levels. The organisation receives
funds from national as well as international agencies to implement various
development projects and programmes. By judicious use of the funds,
the organisation pursues and strengthens its various functional areas.
During 2006-07, the main funding agencies for organisation have been
categorised into two sources: the governmental sector donors and the
non-governmental sector donors.
The government sector donors include: Department for International
Development (DFID), UK; Canadian International Development Agency
(CIDA), New Delhi; various Ministries of Government of India (GoI);
Government of Rajasthan; Government of the Netherlands; Norwegian
Agency for Development and Cooperation (NORAD), Norway; Swiss
Agency for Development Cooperation (SDC), Berne and New Delhi; Swiss
Agency for International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA),
Stockholm; United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
(UNCTAD), Geneva; European Commission (EC); World Health
Organisation (WHO), New Delhi; and United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA), New Delhi.

I am really very fortunate to
have visited CUTS. Wish I
should have been here long
back and done some
participative research in
policy making. I hope I can
benefit in future.
Dr Shyam Agarwal
Principal Secretary to
Government of Rajasthan,
Jaipur

The non-governmental sector donors include: Oxfam GB in India; Novib
the Netherlands; Save the Children, UK; Friedrich Ebert Stiftung (FES),
Germany; International Development Research Centre (IDRC), Canada;
and Commonwealth Foundation, UK. As the best practices, CUTS made
consistent efforts to establish long-term working relations with donors.
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Major Highlights of the Year 2006-07
Striving towards new challenges and new thinking, CUTS focused its core functional areas during the
year 2006-07. Some of the major activities are listed below:

Programmes & Events
2006
April 21-22
May 05

June 27-28

June 19
July 29

September
25-26
August 21

October 19-21
December 20

Major Events and Activities
• An inception workshop was held under the project WTO Doha Round & South
Asia: Linking Civil Society with Trade Negotiations Phase-II, in Jaipur, India. The
project has been named South Asia Forum for International Trade (SAFIT-II).
• A panel discussion on ‘Civil Society Participation in Evolving a Functional
Competition Regime – How to Move Ahead in Africa’, was held at the
International Convention Centre (CTICC), in Cape Town, South Africa.
• Final Review Conference of the project entitled, ‘Advocacy and Capacity Building
on Competition Policy and Law in Asia’ (7Up2 Project), was organised in
Bangkok, Thailand.
• Final meeting of the ‘Strategic Review of WTO-TRTA’ was held in Geneva,
Switzerland.
• On the occasion of the 10th Anniversary of CUTS CITEE, a public lecture was
organised in New Delhi. Prof T N Srinivasan, Samuel C Park, Jr Professor of
Economics, Yale University, US and the Chairman of CUTS CITEE’s International
Advisory Board delivered the lecture on “The Future of the Global Trading
System: Doha Round and Beyond”.
• Two work sessions at the WTO Public Forum 2006 in Geneva:
‘Operationalisation of Aid for Trade’, and, ‘G-20 Civil Society Views on WTO’,
was organised jointly with Friedrich-Ebert-Foundation (FES) Geneva Office.
• The fourth meeting of Parliamentarians’ Forum on Economic Policy Issues (PARFORE) was organised in New Delhi. The topic of the meeting was ‘Suspension of
Doha Talks – Reasons, Possible After effects & Implications for India’.
• A ‘Regional Dialogue on Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) Negotiations
and Economic Development of Southern and Eastern African countries’, in
Lusaka, Zambia.
• A launch meeting of the project entitled, ‘Tobacco Deadly in Any form or
Disguise’ was organised in Jaipur, in partnership with Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, Government of India and WHO.

2007
February 13-14 • A workshop on ‘Boxing Smart on EPA’s: Identifying the least bad options’ was
organised at Great Rift Valley Lodge in Naivasha, Kenya.
•
An inception workshop under the project entitled, ‘Mainstreaming International
February 07-08
Trade into National Development Strategy: A Pilot Project in Bangladesh and
India’ was organised in Kolkata, India.
• A two-day international conference on ‘Competition Policy, Private Sector
March 29-30
Development and Poverty Reduction in Africa’, as the culmination of a two year
research based advocacy project, popularly referred to as the 7Up3 Project, was
organised in Mauritius.
• Political Economy Constraints in Regulatory Regimes in Developing Countries –
March 24-27
A Research Symposium was organised in New Delhi.
•
A seminar on ‘Experiences of Competition Laws from Around the World’ in
March 21
collaboration with Society of Indian Law Firms (SILF) and Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FICCI) was organised in New Delhi.

A
N
N
U
A
L
R
E
P
O
R
T
2006-2007

15

Research & Publications
• In March 2007, CUTS came out with a research report entitled,
‘Why was India’s Ecomark Unsuccessful? The Report makes some
vital recommendations as to how the Indian Ecomark Scheme could
be revived, reinvigorated and implemented to benefit consumers,
producers and the society at large.
• An Advocacy Document ‘South-South Cooperation: Exploring IBSA
Initiative’ was published which presents the fundamental issues
pertaining to the India, Brazil, South Africa (IBSA) initiative in order
to facilitate increased trade and investment among the countries
through enhance contact between business and industry bodies,
high political proximity and removal of all types of procedural
barriers.
• Four Trade Law Briefs, three Briefing Papers under the SAFIT
project, nine briefing papers under the TDP project and five Briefing
Papers under the GRANITE project were published.
• In December 2006, a research report entitled, ‘Institutional
Independence in India was published, which presents a
comprehensive analysis of institutional independence in India and
examines various obstacles in the way of the effective functioning
of the independent institutions.
• In November 2006, an Issue Note, ‘Achieving the Goals of
Multilateral Environmental Agreements’ was published, which
discusses the environmental degradation that continues unabated
and the Multilateral Environment Agreements (MEAs) which have
not lived up to the expectations in the absence of the goals not
sufficiently implemented.
• A Briefing Paper ‘Private International Cartels – An Overview’ was
published, which is a concise overview of the definitional aspect
of international cartels (a particular type of cartel), the harm they
cause, the existing legal and regulatory framework, and options
for reform.
• In August 2006, a monograph entitled, ‘Why India Adopted A New
Competition Law?’ was published, which outlines the evolution of
competition law in India, including emphasis on putting a new
competition law for the country in place after scrapping the old
one.
• A Monograph entitled, ‘Globalisation and Small Scale Industry’
was published, which explains simple and basic questions on Small
Scale Industry (SSI) for the common man and will help generate
awareness on the related issues, including its significance and
coping strategy in the era of globalisation and liberalisation.
• In May 2006, the organisation published a Briefing Paper, entitled,
‘Cost of Non-cooperation in South Asia’, which discusses the
potential losses of regional non-cooperation in South Asia and
shows how these losses can be turned into benefits if regional
cooperation is actualised.
• In March 2006, a Book ‘Hanging By a Thread: Perspectives on the
WTO Ministerial in Hong Kong’ was published. It is a compilation
of the various points and views expressed by renowned experts
and commentators on the WTO. It aimed to assist trade negotiators,
trade policy officials and the trade community at large while
conducting research and advocacy on WTO.
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• A report ‘Competition Regimes in the World – A Civil Society
Report’ was published which covers 120 countries, including the
EU. This compilation provides an insight into the competition
scenario, including evolution of the competition regime, sectoral
regulation and consumer protection framework. It would serve as
a reference book or encyclopaedia for scholars, researchers, policy
makers, legal experts, CSOs, and students of competition policy.

Advocacy & Networking
• In partnership with Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI),
New Delhi, a one-day seminar on ‘One Year of RTI in Rajasthan:
Problems & Possibilities’ was organised in Jaipur, on February 01,
2007.
• Pursuing the training and capacity development mandate of the 7country regional competition policy project, a training workshop
on competition policy and law was organised in Pretoria, on
February 15-17, 2007.
• An Advocacy Workshop under the ‘Farmers’ Rights Programme,
Phase-II’ (FRP-II), was organised at Shillong, on December 14,
2006.
• A one-day training workshop for the school principals and members
of consumer clubs with financial support from the District Supply
Office, Chittorgarh, was organised at Chittorgarh, on July 29, 2006.
• An Interactive Session on ‘Competition Law’ with Richard Whish,
Professor of Law, King’s College and Non-Executive Director at
the Office of Fair Trading, UK, was organised in New Delhi, on
May 13, 2006.
• A workshop on ‘Skills for Cartel Investigation’ in collaboration with
the Vietnam Competition Administration Department (VCAD), and
the Taiwan Fair Trade Commission (TFTC)’ was organised at Sapa
Lao Cai, Vietnam, during May 19-29, 2006.
• As part of the project on Child Domestic Workers (CDWs), a statelevel advocacy seminar in partnership with Save the Children, UK
was organised in Jaipur, on May 26, 2006.
• A panel discussion on ‘Rational Use of Drugs: Are Doctors Alone
Responsible?’ to commemorate the World Health Day, in Kolkata,
on April 07, 2006.
• A seminar on ‘Competition Policy & Consumer Protection’ was
organised at CUTS C-CIER, Jaipur, on April 20, 2006. Prof. Allan
Fels, Former Chairman, Australian Competition & Consumer
Commission (ACCC) and Dean, Australia & New Zealand School
of Government (ANZSOG), delivered the lecture on the topic.
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Honours & Achievements
• CUTS CART has been appointed as the Regional Resource Agency
(RRA) for Rajasthan under the National Environmental Awareness
Campaign (NEAC), by the Ministry of Environment and Forests
(MoEF), Government of India for a period of three years, i.e. from
2006-07 to 2008-09.
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• CUTS has been selected as the Mother NGO for Chittorgarh,
Rajasthan under the ‘Reproductive and Child Health (RCH)’ scheme
of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India.
• The Planning Commission of India has appointed Pradeep S Mehta,
Secretary General, CUTS International, as member of its newly
formed Working Groups on Consumer Protection and on
Competition Policy under the 11th Five Year Plan.
• George Cheriyan, as the CUTS Representative, has been appointed
as a member of State Advisory Committee of Rajasthan Electricity
Regulatory Commission (RERC).
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Representations
Date & Venue

Event

Issue

Participants

May 03-05, 2006, Fifth Annual Conference of
Release of ‘Competition Regimes
Cape Town,
the International Competition in the World – A Civil Society
Report’ and a roundtable, ‘Civil
South Africa
Network
Society Participation in Evolving
a Functional Competition
Regime – How to Proceed in
Africa’

• Sajeev Nair

April 12, 2006,
Jaipur

The critical issues and areas of
focus pertaining to Rajasthan’s
development in the 11th
Five-Year Plan

• Pradeep S

May 25-27, 2006, Exploratory Research
London
Meeting, focused on the
development of a multinational study of
Transparency, Governance
and Accountability

A brief presentation on CUTS
history and development

• Tamara
Lordkipanidze

December 06-07, 7thAnnual Poverty Symposium
2006, Sri Lanka on Poverty Research

Highlighting poverty and
inequality

• Prashmita
Ghosh

Presentation of a paper on IPR
and Access to Seed – the Status
of India

• Mita Dutta

Critical Issues of Investment
in Rajasthan

• Rijit Sengupta

Mehta
• KC Sharma

April 12, 2006,
Kolkata

Intellectual Property Rights
(IPRs): General Issues and
Implications for India

August 29-30,
2006, Jaipur

Prioritising Women &
Enriching the 11th Five Year Plan • George
Children in the 11th Five Year preparation process to ensure the
Cheriyan
Plan
rights of women and children are • RK Sharma
duly reflected in the plan
document

August 29, 2006, Fiscal Management Bill,
2006
Nairobi, Kenya

A forum for experts, policy
makers, MP’s and other
stakeholders to asses the
proposed bill

• Clement
Onyango

November 09-10, Regulatory Performance in
2006, New Delhi India: achievements,
constraints and future actions

Taking stock of regulatory
reforms in India’s infrastructure
sector, identify constraints and
charting a roadmap for future
action

• Vikas Batham

October 30-31,
2006, Singapore

WTO at Crossroads? –
Facilitating discussions and
Experiences and Expectations obtaining participants’
around the Doha Agenda
perspectives on what could be
done for the successful outcome
of Doha Round

January 15, 2007, India Infrastructure
New Delhi
Investment Forum 2007
February 06,
2007, Jaipur

Contracting Mechanism for
Public Private Partnership
(PPP) in Health system of
Rajasthan

• Ritu Lodha

Infrastructure development

• Pradeep S

Ensuring smooth functioning of
PPPs

• Rahul Ranajan
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Mehta
• Udai S Mehta
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CUTS Centre for International Trade, Economics
& Environment (CITEE)
CUTS CITEE was established in 1996 with an aim to be a global level
institution for research and advocacy on multilateral trade and sustainable
development issues, and has been working on issues relating to trade
and economics. The organisation’s philosophy is “liberalisation yes, but
with safety nets”.

Bipul Chatterjee
Deputy Executive Director
& Head, CITEE

In the early 1990s, when the Uruguay Round of the General Agreement
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) were at its peak, CUTS (whose Vision is
“Consumer Sovereignty in the Framework of Social Justice and Economic
Equality Within and Across Borders”) got involved in trade and economic
issues (including regulatory issues such as competition policy and
investment).
The Mission of CUTS CITEE is “Pursuing economic equity and social
justice within and across borders by persuading governments and
empowering people.”

Pranav Kumar
Policy Analyst &
Deputy Head,
CITEE

Pramod Dev
Policy Analyst

CUTS CITEE aims to achieve its mission and objectives by means of
three inter-linked functions: research, advocacy and networking.
Developmental issues and capacity building of civil society organisations
(CSOs) and other stakeholders, particularly from developing and least
developed countries (LDCs) is cross-cutting.
The Centre endeavours to enable and empower representatives of the
civil society from developing countries, in particular, to articulate and
advocate on the relevant issues at the appropriate fora and to create a
questioning society through empowerment of civil society representatives
thus ensuring transparency and accountability in the system.
Simultaneously, CUTS CITEE also tries to promote equity between and
among the developed and developing countries through network-based
research and advocacy on emerging and relevant issues. It is regarded as
a key research and advocacy group working on issues of trade and
development, which are of interest to developing countries. CUTS CITEE
operates closely with other CUTS Centres in order to strengthen upward
and downward linkages on critical trade and economic policy issues
between policymakers and civil society.
Research is an essential component of the Centre’s work in conducting
effective advocacy. Without research inputs, advocacy would not be
credible. Policy makers, NGOs, business associations and other
stakeholders are taken into the networking loop while conducting research
and they are Centre’s advocacy targets.

Simi T
Balakrishnan
Assistant
Policy Analyst
and Researcher

Purnima Purohit
Programme
Coordinator

Suprita
Jayaram
Programme
Coordinator

Vishwajit Habbu
Programme Officer

A
N
N
U
A
L
R
E
P
O
R
T
2006-2007

21

International Advisory Board
The Centre carries its activities under the guidance of an advisory
board. The Following is the list of the advisory board:

Anutosh Biswas
Programme
Assistant

S K Soni
Administrative
Officer

Chairman

T N Srinivasan, Samuel C Park, Jr. Professor of Economics,
Yale University, US

Members

Jagdish Bhagwati, Professor of Economics & Professor of
Political Science, Columbia University, New York, US
Tariq Banuri, Senior Research Director, Stockholm Environment
Institute (SEI) Boston, US
Magda Shahin, Director, Trade Related Assistance Center
(TRAC), Former Deputy Trade Minister of Egypt, Giza, Egypt
Janice Goodson Foerde, Chairperson, KULU-Women and
Development, Copenhagen, Denmark
Mark Halle, European Representative & Director, International
Institute for Sustainable Development, Geneva, Switzerland
Trudi Hartzenberg, Director, Trade Law Centre for Southern
Africa (TRALAC), Stellenbosch, South Africa
L Alan Winters, Research Director, World Bank, Washington
DC, US
Ann Weston, Vice-President and Research Coordinator, The
North-South Institute, Ottawa, Canada
Jasper A Okelo, Professor of Economics, University of
Nairobi, Nairobi, Kenya
Arjun Sengupta, Chairman, Centre for Development and
Human Rights, New Delhi, India
Debapriya Bhattacharya, Executive Director, Centre for
Policy Dialogue (CPD), Dhaka, Bangladesh
Phil Evans, Competition Trade & Consumer Consultant,
London, UK
Dianna Tussie, Senior Research Fellow, Latin American
School of Social Sciences (FLACSO), Buenos Aires, Argentina
Pradeep S Mehta, Secretary General, CUTS International,
Jaipur, India

Functional Areas
• WTO Issues
• Regional Economic Cooperation
• Developmental Issues: Trade, Environment, Pro-poor Growth
• Capacity-building: A Cross Cutting Issue
Projects and Programmes
• South Asia Forum for International Trade (SAFIT-II)
• Study to identify hurdles for independent Indian health service
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personnel in selected countries under GATS Mode IV

• WTO-provided Trade-Related Technical Assistance (WTO-TRTA)
Activities
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• Trade Facilitation Needs Assessment in South Asia
• South-South Economic Cooperation: Exploring Mekong-Ganga
Relationship (MGR)
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• South-South Economic Cooperation: Exploring IBSA Initiative (IBSA-I)
• Regional Economic Cooperation in South Asia (RECSA)
• EU-India Free Trade Agreement (EU-India FTA)

• Mainstreaming International Trade into National Development
Strategy: A Pilot Project in Bangladesh and India (MINTDEV)

• Linkages between Trade, Development & Poverty Reduction (TDP)
• Grassroots Reachout & Networking in India on Trade & Economics
(GRANITE)

• Improving Institutions for Pro-Poor Growth (I&PPG)
• Documenting advocacy practices involving local stakeholders with
•
•
•

the process of trade and globalisation in four Indian States (KICGRANITE)
Enabling Developing Countries to Seize Ecolabel Opportunities
Assessment of the Potential Costs and Benefits of Special Economic
Zones (SEZs) in India
Operationalising South-South Trade

South Asia Forum for International Trade (SAFIT-II)
As per the Framework Agreement, the Doha Round of negotiations came
to an end by December 2005, when the sixth Ministerial Conference of
the WTO took place in Hong Kong, China. And as one of the premises,
the first phase of the project work was also undertaken in the South Asia.
However, given the realpolitik of negotiations, predictably the Doha
Development Agenda (DDA) could not be concluded in Hong Kong but
it did throw some more pertinent issues for future research and advocacy.
Following this, the Phase II (SAFIT II) of the project has been conceptualised
with continuous support from Oxfam Novib, The Netherlands. This phase
will focus on the following issues, identified from the Hong Kong WTO
Ministerial text:
• LDC’s Developmental Package – Duty & Quota Free Market Access
• Services – Operationalisation of LDC’s Modalities and Article IV of
GATS
• Preference Erosion and Aid for Trade
• Agriculture – Special Products and Special Safeguard Measures
• NAMA – Non-Tariff Barriers (NTBs)
Five research papers have been prepared on above topics after conducting
core research on one issue each by each partner and by providing their
country inputs to other partners on other elements of the Hong Kong
Ministerial Declaration. At the initial stage of drafting of research papers,
research partners with the help of their civil society associate and their
own existing country networks had done one to one consultation with
stakeholders in their respective country to map crucial data and information
about the impact/implication of a possible policy measure.
Research and Publications
Following are the seven briefing papers prepared under the project:
• Market Access for Least Developed Countries: The Hong Kong Effect
• Suspension of Doha Round Talks: Reasons and the Possible After effects
• India’s Interests in the Doha Round of Negotiation on “Agriculture”
• India’s Interests in the Doha Round of Negotiation on “Non-Agricultural
Market Access”
• Special Products and Special Safeguard Mechanism in WTO Agriculture
Negotiation – In Search of a Common South Asian Position!
• India’s Interests in the Doha Round of Negotiation on “Trade
Facilitation”
• India’s Interests in the Doha Round of Negotiation on “Services”
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Advocacy and Networking
• The inception workshop was organised in Jaipur, on April 21-22, 2006
to have a thorough discussion on the issues and research methodology
of Phase II of the project. The five key researchers from the five South
Asian countries presented the overview of current situation of country
background study and identified the literature
review on the specific issue, covering areas like
the ministerial declarations and different provisions
under WTO, and country’s experiences so far with
respect to the five South Asian countries.
• Project Review Meeting on WTO Doha Round
& South Asia Linking Civil Society with Trade
Negotiations (SAFIT-II) was held in New Delhi,
on December 21-22, 2006. The objective of the
meeting was to bring together project associates,
including partners, experts and other stakeholders
to review the preparatory phase activities of the
project. It provided an opportunity to the
respective partners to present and finalise their
draft research papers and simultaneously ensure
A View of the Project Review Meeting on
the coordination and coherence of future activities.
WTO Doha Round

Study to Identify Hurdles for Independent Indian Health
Service Personnel in Selected Countries under GATS Mode
IV
CUTS CITEE has undertaken the project entitled ‘Study to identify hurdles
for independent Indian health service personnel in selected countries under
GATS Mode IV’. It aims to focus on experiences acquired by Indian
professionals to draw lessons that can facilitate in managing the temporary
movement effectively. It intends to highlight how the ongoing General
Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) negotiations can be used to
generate a stronger liberalising momentum in health sector. The WHO
supports this project, which was conducted for a period of four months.
The study was implemented to achieve two main objectives: first, to
examine the policy, administrative and implementation mechanisms
employed by various governments at the national, bilateral and regional
level to manage temporary migration of independent health service
providers in India, including an analysis of the domestic regulations of
various countries, namely US, UK, Canada, Australia, Gulf countries,
Singapore etc. This would help in identifying issues that have detrimental
effect on the movement of Indian health service providers.
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The second aim is to identify the barriers faced by Indian independent
health service providers (namely, Medical and Dental Service providers
and services provided by midwives, nurses, physiotherapists &
paramedical personnel) under Mode IV of GATS and appropriately gives
recommendation to strategise to ensure access of Indian health
professionals to opportunities for employment abroad through authorised
channels.
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Research and Publication
Under the study, field survey was conducted within India (Delhi, Kerala,
Chennai and Mumbai) targeting the following set of stakeholders:
• Regulatory authorities/government agencies
• Health Professionals
• Councils
• Indian Medical Association
• Other experts and practitioners in the field
• Placement/facilitating agencies

WTO-provided Trade-Related Technical Assistance (WTOTRTA) Activities
In November 2005, the WTO commissioned CUTS International to
undertake a Strategic Review of WTO-provided Trade-Related Technical
Assistance (TRTA) Activities project. A consortium of individuals from
CUTS International, India; Facultad Latinoamericana de Ciencias Sociales
(FLASCO-Latin American School of Social Sciences), Argentina; and NorthSouth Institute (NSI), Canada were assigned to prepare a report on Strategic
Review of WTO-provided TRTA Activities. It was commissioned by a
Steering Committee consisting of WTO Members and appointed by the
WTO Committee on Trade and Development.
The Review was expected to be forward-looking and result in what outside
experts can offer by the identification and analysis of new priorities and/
or modalities for TRTA; formulation of recommendations and lessons
learned for future improvements; and suggestions of creative ways to
maximise TRTA benefits. The output would be user-friendly in order to
facilitate consideration by all the stakeholders of WTO TRTA.
Under the project, fieldwork, which mainly comprised detailed interviews
of persons who have been recipients of WTO provided TRTA activities,
was conducted. Field research was undertaken in the following countries:
• Bangladesh
• Barbados
• Cambodia
• Ecuador
• Kenya
• Kyrgyz Republic
• Moldova
• Senegal
• Yemen
Research and Publications
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• Final Report
• Management Response

Trade Facilitation Needs Assessment in South Asia
CUTS CITEE was engaged as the institutional partner to carry out the field
based extensive research project entitled, “Trade Facilitation Needs
Assessment in South Asia”. It was based on the Article 8 negotiations of
SAFTA. The research project was funded by UNDP. The project work
was for three months starting from April 2006 and continued till June
2006. The field survey of the project was carried out in Nepal, Bangladesh,
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India (West Bengal) and Bhutan. The issues that were covered in the
research project are:
• Transportation;
• Border measures;
• Port efficiency; and
• Standards related problem.
Research and Publications

• Trade Facilitation Needs Assessment in South Asia: A Case Study of
Eastern Sub–Region
The present study is aimed at assessing the needs of trade facilitation
measures in the eastern region of the Indian sub-continent. It involves
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, and West Bengal and North-Eastern states
of India. A large part of this region is landlocked with no good access
to major seaports.

Other two papers presented at the regional conference were: Trade
Facilitation Needs Assessment: Private Sector’s Perspective of Nepal and
Trade Facilitation Needs Assessment: Private Sector’s Perspective of
Bangladesh.
Advocacy and Networking
Regional Consultation under the project was organised
on the theme, ‘Trade Facilitation: Needs Assessment in
South Asia’ in Kolkata on June 17, 2006. It was organised
in association with UNDP Regional Centre, Colombo.
The objective of the consultation was to engage relevant
stakeholders and understand their perspectives and
concerns on the issues related to trade facilitation from
the South Asian countries and also provide a dialogue
and discussion forum so as to promote policy/perspective
responses that address stakeholders’ preferences.

Participants at the Regional Consultation on Trade
Facilitation in Kolkata
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South-South Economic Cooperation: Exploring
Mekong-Ganga Relationship (MGR)

This project started in the year 2005. The aim of the
project was to study how India and three countries of the
Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS), viz. Cambodia, Lao PDR and Vietnam,
can foster economic cooperation with Thailand as a facilitator or gateway.
This project will look at the demand and supply-side factors, which can
enhance (or are hindering) trade and investment between India and select
countries of the GMS. The project is funded by SDC, Berne, Switzerland.
The objectives of the project are to:
• facilitate cross-fertilisation of experiences and lessons learnt on
economic (trade and investment) cooperation between India and three
GMS countries in order to develop appropriate policy responses;
• strengthen the capacity of the GMS countries on exploring and
articulating issues relating to South-South economic cooperation by
providing necessary know-how and do-how to policy-makers, business
community, civil society and other stakeholders;
• facilitate the synergy between governments, CSOs and other
stakeholders to learn from each other and strengthen their collective
perspectives and positions on future economic cooperation scenarios
between India and the GMS countries; and

• prepare an advocacy document for public education on development-

oriented South-South economic cooperation on learning from research
and other activities and by taking into account the interests and priorities
of trade and investment relationship between India and the GMS
countries.

Research and Publication
Under the project, an Advocacy Document entitled, “South-South
Economic Cooperation Enhancing GMS-India Relationship” was
produced. This Advocacy Report explains the present volume and
composition of trade and investment, as well as the perceptions of diverse
stakeholders, especially business and civil society. It explores and analyses
the future scenario, keeping in mind the historical ties and the geographical
proximity between three countries of the Greater-Mekong Sub-region
(GMS), namely, Cambodia, Lao PDR and Vietnam, and recent attempts
to forge closer trade and investment cooperation.
Advocacy and Networking

• Regional Conference on ‘Advocacy for Trade & Investment Facilitation

in the GMS Region’ was organised in Bangkok, Thailand, November
23-24, 2006. The objective of the meeting was to bring together project
associates, including partners, experts and other stakeholders to review
the preparatory phase activities of the project. It provided an
opportunity to the respective partners to present and finalise their draft
research papers and simultaneously ensure the coordination and
coherence of future activities.

South-South Economic Cooperation: Exploring IBSA Initiative
(IBSA-I)
The project aims at analysing the demand and supply-side factors, which
can enhance (or are hindering at present) trade between India, Brazil and
South Africa (IBSA) countries. The initiative has recognised that trade and
investment advocacy can play a major role in achieving better economic
and political results at the regional and international levels. Given the
recent attempts to forge closer trade and economic cooperation, future
trade scenarios were explored by examining the present volume and
composition of trade and factoring in the perceptions of stakeholders on
trade and economic cooperation. The project is funded by SDC, Berne,
Switzerland.
The objectives of the project are to:
• facilitate cross-fertilisation of experiences and lessons learnt on trade
and economic cooperation between IBSA countries in order to develop
appropriate policy responses;
• strengthen the capacity of the IBSA countries on issues of South-South
cooperation;
• engage primary stakeholders, i.e. business representatives in exploring
means to increase business and present their concerns on current trade
and investment issues, which include non-tariff barriers (NTBs),
investment barriers, tariffs and transaction costs;
• facilitate synergy between governments, CSOs and other stakeholders
to learn from each other and strengthen their collective perspectives
and positions on future trade scenarios between IBSA countries, in the
framework of South-South trade cooperation; and
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• prepare a policy handbook on development-oriented trade policy by
taking into account the interests and priorities of trade and economic
relationship amongst IBSA countries.

Research and Publications
An Advocacy Paper entitled, “South-South Cooperation Exploring the IBSA
Initiative” was produced as a project outcome, which presents the
fundamental issues pertaining to the IBSA initiative in order to facilitate
increased trade and investment among the countries through enhanced
contact between business and industry bodies, high political proximity
and removal of all types of procedural barriers. It also aims to catalyse
discussions among the international trade community and draw a future
road map for South-South trade partnerships.
Advocacy and Networking

• Final Meeting under the project was organised in Pretoria, South Africa
on June 28, 2006 to deliberate on the research findings of the project.
Representatives from the private sector and exports/imports, academia
and CSOs from the South Africa attended the consultation. The draft
synthesis paper on the project were presented, which included the
findings by researchers from India, Brazil and South Africa.

Regional Economic Cooperation in South Asia (RECSA)
This project endeavoured to assess the present status of this regional bloc
and analyse the future prospects of economic cooperation in South Asia.
The project made an effort to bring together like-minded people and find
out their opinion on South Asian economic trade. This was carried out by
organising a series of meetings in major South Asian countries and gather
peoples opinion on how to enhance the regional cooperation within this
region. The project is funded by FES, India.
The objectives of the project are to:
• assess the present achievements and analyse the future opportunities
of economic cooperation in South Asia; and
• facilitate cross-fertilisation of experiences and lessons learnt from
economic cooperation between South Asian countries, in an effort to
draw a road map for enhanced regional cooperation between the South
Asian nations.
Advocacy and Networking

• Final meeting under the project was held in Kathmandu, Nepal on

August 14-16, 2006. It deliberated on the issues of taking forward the
economic cooperation between the South Asian countries. The main
objective of the final meeting was to explore the way forward for better
economic cooperation between the countries in the South Asian region
by inviting stakeholders in driving the agenda leading to greater trade
and economic cooperation in South Asian countries.
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EU-India Free Trade Agreement (EU-India FTA)
The European Commission had invited bids for a study to assess the
qualitative and sectoral aspects of a free trade agreement (FTA between
India and the EU, aiming at “investigating more in depth non-tariff and
regulatory issues regarding goods, services and investment.”
The mandate is for a “deep agreement which would be comprehensive in
scope, covering a wide range of non-tariff issues, providing for a significant
degree of liberalisation, and one that is capable of being concluded and
implemented expeditiously, taking cognizance of the differences in the
levels of economic development between the two partners”.
The Sussex University, UK and CUTS International, Jaipur had been
commissioned to undergo the study on the setting of the FTA to enable
both India and EU to formulate policy issues which impact both positively
and enable the countries to move towards greater economic cooperation.
Advocacy and Networking
• Interactive Meeting on Challenges and Opportunities from a Possible
India-EU FTA was organised in New Delhi,
India on November 08, 2006. As a part of the
project work, researchers from India and EU
tried to assess the qualitative and sectoral
aspects of a free trade agreement (FTA) between
India and EU, and in particular investigated
more in depth the non-tariff and regulatory
issues regarding trade in goods, services and
investment. The meeting focused on, inter alia,
the following issues:
• Sanitary and Phyto-sanitary (SPS) Measures
• Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT)
• Government Procurement (GP)
• Investment
J George making a presentation on India-EU FTA while
• Services
Jim Rollo and Atul Kuashik look on

Mainstreaming International Trade into National
Development Strategy: A Pilot Project in Bangladesh and
India (MINTDEV)
CUTS CITEE is implementing the project entitled ‘Mainstreaming
International Trade into National Development Strategy: A Pilot Project
in Bangladesh and India’ with the support of Royal Norwegian Embassy,
New Delhi, India. Over a period of two years, this project built through
scientific consolidation and expansion of the need-based and demand
driven agenda for mainstreaming, international trade into national
development strategies of two South Asian countries, viz, Bangladesh
and India.

A
N
N
U
A
L

This project aim to address a major problem of trade policy-making and
its implementation in developing countries, i.e. the problem of social
exclusion. Through collection of data/information from the grassroots and
their analysis, it will address several questions, such as:
• how to embed social and political considerations into trade policy
making?
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• how to engage civil society into trade policy making in a socially
inclusive manner?

• what are the conditions necessary for mainstreaming trade into national
development strategy?

The project is being implemented in two countries in South Asia:
Bangladesh and India. It was better to start at a small-scale as there is not
much of this type of work in the two countries. The two countries represent
a good mix of different levels of economic development and having diverse
experience about the role that the civil society is playing in achieving
conditions necessary for pro-poor growth.
Research and Publications
Under this project, draft papers will be prepared with the analysis of
quantitative survey and literature review. These draft papers will be peer
reviewed by a select set of experts from the project countries and will be
finalised and published as a research volume after incorporating comments
and suggestions from the peer review process and national consultations.
From the research papers to be produced in the first year of the project,
particular policies were selected for doing case studies in order to
understand the impact of pro-development outcomes of international trade
on the ground and in terms of whether there is a robust and sustainable
link between pro-development outcomes and pro-poor growth and
development at the local level. These case studies are to be done in the
second year of the project. Project partners are to be conducting these
case studies, which will be published as part of the research volume.
Some articles were written in national and local newspapers, advocating
the need for taking into account social and political considerations in
order for international trade to benefit the poor.
Advocacy and Networking

• Inception Workshop under the project was organised in Kolkata, West

Bengal on February 07-08, 2007. The objective of this
event was to bring together people associated with the
project and to discuss and finalise the sectors, draft
Terms of Reference and questionnaires. It involved
participants from partner organisations in Bangladesh
and India (Rajasthan and West Bengal), NGO,
government officials, project associate and researchers.

Linkages between Trade, Development &
Poverty Reduction (TDP)

A
N
N
U
A
L

The TDP project aims to explore a sustainable policy
environment to distribute equitably the fruits of
Pradeep S Mehta addressing the Inception Workshop
globalisation (international trade being a driver) and
under MINTDEV project in Kolkata
advocate accordingly at different levels with diverse
stakeholders. The project aims at enabling the
stakeholders take better-informed decisions, and
formulate their strategies with a greater level of understanding of the impact
and the opportunities from international trade, with a pro-poor perspective.
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TDP is a multi-country project involving 15 countries from South and
South East Asia, Eastern and Southern Africa, Europe, viz. Bangladesh,
Cambodia, China, India, Kenya, Nepal, The Netherlands, Pakistan, South
Africa, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Uganda, UK, Vietnam, Zambia. Project
activities include analysis of stakeholders’ perception on TDP, networking
with partner organisations and other stakeholders, advocacy with
policymakers and CSOss, dialogues involving producers and CSOs and
other stakeholders, outreach aimed at diplomats, parliamentarians, and
developmental agencies (including donor agencies).
This is a four-year project from January 2005-December 2008. In 2006,
the project aimed at attaining new acceleration in terms of research and
advocacy work.
Research and Publications
Country Background Papers
The background papers provide an economic overview of the project
countries. These papers describe the economic policies adopted for the
growth and development of the respective country’s economy.
Synthesis Paper
The synthesis paper draws inputs from background papers of 15 countries,
where the project is being implemented. It compares and contrasts the
similarities and the differences in trade policy impact, domestic policy
implications on poverty reduction and economic growth.
Case Studies
The case studies were perception survey conducted in two selected sectors
in the project countries to analyse the linkage between trade and
development
Discussion Papers
The following two discussion papers were brought out:
• Stakeholder Perception on Trade, Development and Poverty Reduction
Initiatives in Eastern and Southern Africa
• Linkages between Trade, Development and Poverty Reduction:
Stakeholders’ view from South and South-East Asia on Pro-Poor Trade
Policies
Briefing Papers
The following five briefing papers were published:
• Duty-free, Quota-free Market Access: A Perspective from South Asian
LDCs
• Aid for Trade: A Perspective from South Asian LDCs
• Aid for Trade: Where are we & where will we go?
• Moving from Preferences to Aid for Trade
• Trade Preferences: Furthering Development or Political Interests?
• SPS Standards and Developing Countries
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E- newsletter
Three e-newsletters entitled, "Linkages between Trade, Development and
Poverty Reduction” under the project was published during the period.
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Advocacy and Networking
• An international conference on the project was organised in Nairobi,
Kenya on March 15-16, 2007. The theme of the conference was “Civil
Society Organisations and Aid for Trade- Roles and Realities”. The
objective of the conference was to provide a discussion forum to
deliberate on various aspects of the involvement of
CSOs in implementing aid for trade programmes.
• A regional conference under the project was
organised in Bangkok, Thailand, on November 24-25,
2006. The objective of the event was to identify various
pro-poor trade policy initiatives that would alleviate
the conditions of the marginalised, poor population of
South and South-East Asia thereby promoting pro-poor
development in the region.
L-R Clement Onyango, David Ong'olo, Bipul Chatterjee
• Another regional conference was organised in
and David Nalo (Permanent Secretary, Ministry of
Nairobi on October 16-17, 2006. The objective of the
Trade and Industry, Kenya) at the Conference
event was to provide a discussion forum to deliberate
on various trade-related capacity building initiatives in Eastern and
Southern Africa from the point of view of development and poverty
reduction. The other objectives were to: provide a discussion forum
in which to deliberate the various trade-related capacity building
initiatives in Africa from the point of view of development and poverty
reduction; promote the cross fertilisation of experiences and lessons
learnt from existing TDP initiatives; and facilitate appropriate civil
society policy responses evolve synergistic positions and take forward
well-argued viewpoints for pro-poor development and sustainable
economic growth.
• The national dialogues were organised in the project countries to
deliberate on the findings from the case studies. The event serves as a
platform for launching the country-specific campaign kit of the project.
These national dialogues act as a forum to exchange views and thus
instrumental in generating mass awareness on the trade-development
issues.
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Grassroots Reachout & Networking in India on Trade &
Economics (GRANITE)
CUTS CITEE is implementing the ‘Grassroots Reachout and Networking
in India on Trade & Economics (GRANITE)’, project which aims to raise
awareness on globalisation issues, in general and WTO issues, in particular
in India and outside the country. The project started on January 01, 2005
and continued up to March 2007. The Royal Norwegian Embassy, New
Delhi, India and Oxfam Novib, The Netherlands supported the project.
It is being implemented in eight states, viz. Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka,
Maharashtra, Orissa, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh and West
Bengal. CUTS CITEE is managing the project as a “National Coordinating
Unit” (NCU) and in partnership with CSOs in these eight states working at
the grassroots. It focuses on Agriculture and Textile & Clothing (T&C), as
they are the key sectors to livelihood of a large section of the population.
The project aims to create long-term capacity of grassroots CSOs and other
targeted stakeholders to address complex issues of globalisation and the
WTO and their relationship with economic development and governance
in India.
The project gathered people’s perceptions on globalisation and WTO
issues, with special emphasis on the impact of globalisation on agriculture
and T&C sectors. Other than comprehending and gathering people’s
perceptions on globalisation and WTO issues, the project partners provided
stakeholders’ feedback on the impact of recent policy changes (state,
national and international) on these sectors. The stakeholders included
relevant persons directly and/or indirectly associated with a particular
sector.
The project has moved into its second phase for three years.
Research and Publications

• Capacity Building of Indian CSO’s on Trade and Globalisation Issues
The objective of this Manual is to highlight the learning gained out of
the project, which could act as a basis for executing similar projects in
future. The Manual gives an insight into different CSOs in India, working
on the issues of human welfare, who are fighting for achieving the
pro-poor changes in the society. It also explains advocacy and the
different tools of advocacy and the related concepts. It also gives an
idea about various issues relating to globalisation and its impact on
people’s livelihoods, particularly those engaged in agriculture and T&C
and how the project has worked to achieve its objectives.
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Briefing Papers
The following Briefing Papers were brought out under the project:
• Learning through GRANITE
• Draft National Policy for Farmers – A Critique
• Functioning of WTO Cells in India – A Critique
• Review of National Textile Policy 2000 – Short on Prognosis and far
short of Results
• National Agriculture Policy – A Critical Evaluation
• Reforms in Food Corporation of India: Case of Wheat Imports
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Newsletters
• Three newsletters entitled, ‘Making Things Happen’ was published
during the period.
E-Newsletter
• Three GRANITE e-newsletters were also published during the period.
Advocacy and Networking
•
The second State Level Workshop of the Project
was held in Jaipur, on October 11, 2006. The objective
of the workshop was to ensure wider outreach and
networking in agriculture, textile, handicrafts and
handlooms relevant issues in purview of WTO and
globalisation.
•
A national seminar on ‘Globalisation and India:
Voices from the Ground’ was organised in Lucknow,
Uttar Pradesh on December 18-19, 2006. This seminar
exchanged views on major policy issues that are creating
opportunities and challenges for the poor to benefit from
Valter Angel, Bipul Chatterjee and Maaike De Loor
globalisation, including deliberations on safety nets in
at the Lucknow National Seminar on GRANITE
order to insulate the poor from adverse shocks.

Improving Institutions for Pro-Poor Growth (I&PPG)
CUTS International, Jaipur is a member of the Research Programme
Consortium on Improving Institutions for Pro-Poor Growth (PPG), known
as the ‘IPPG Programme’. It was launched in September 2005. It is a fiveyear programme funded by the DFID, UK, and is led by the Development
Studies Institute at the London School of Economics and Political Science.
CUTS is leading the consortium’s work in South Asia.
The consortium argues that the prospects for PPG are fundamentally
influenced by the interactions of formal and informal political, social and
cultural institutions with economic institutions. This follows from the now
widespread recognition that the same formal institutions generate different
outcomes in different contexts, and that comparable positive outcomes
may be achieved with different institutional arrangements. It proposes to
analyse the impact of institutional interactions on growth, and PPG in
particular, and to develop middle-range theory about them, by means of
structured comparative country case studies, drawn from Sub-Saharan
Africa (SSA), South Asia and Latin America. The research is crossdisciplinary and is using both quantitative and qualitative methods.
The consortium also intends to contribute to meeting the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) objectives by deepening understanding and
by providing frameworks for the analysis of institutional factors in different
contexts for policy makers and development agencies. It will ensure the
practical relevance of the consortium’s work through policy dialogue
throughout the programme by building on the extensive existing networks
of the southern partners in particular, and by the establishment of new
learning fora.
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Research and Publications
The following publications were brought out under the project:
• The Importance of Institutionalizing? Structured Consultations in
Evaluating Trade Proposals: Lessons from India’s Experience and their
Wider Relevance

• Institutions for Facilitating FDI: Issues for BEPZA, Bangladesh
• The Interaction of International and National Institutions: Implications
for Agriculture in West Bengal

• ‘Real Markets’ in Rural Bangladesh: Institutions, Market Interactions
and the Reproduction of Inequality

Advocacy and Networking
The project review workshop was held in London on February 06-09,
2006, with participation from all partners of the consortium. The work of
the inception phase was discussed at the workshop

Documenting Advocacy Practices Involving Local
Stakeholders with the Process of Trade and Globalisation in
Four Indian States (KIC-GRANITE)
CUTS CITEE is implementing the GRANITE project in partnership with
state-based CSOs as a mother unit. The key to the success of the GRANITE
project is advocacy by the GRANITE partners with local stakeholders in
respective states. Such advocacy primarily uses specific tools such as
outreach meetings, newsletters, representation to government officials,
writing in the media and by involving local level policy-makers and other
stakeholders in organising state-level workshops, media workshops, etc.
Under the aegis of Oxfam International’s initiative Knowledge
Infrastructure with and between Counterparts (KIC), Oxfam Novib, The
Netherlands, is working towards its objective of bringing people with
similar interests as regards globalisation and its impacts. Under the KIC,
case studies on the GRANITE experience were developed in four states
where the GRANITE project is being implemented. These states are
Karnataka, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal. They are chosen
from four different parts of India, i.e. respectively from South, West, North
and East. CUTS CITEE, by involving individual researchers and in
association with GRANITE partners, conducted these case studies on skills
and tools for advocacy with local stakeholders.
The immediate objective of this project is to document advocacy practices
with local level stakeholders (government officials, farmers, farmer
organisations, NGOs, media persons) on issues relating to globalisation
and trade. The long-term objective is to document useful tools for advocacy
by looking at what works and what does not, i.e. to ascertain how and
why and what advocacy tools work better on the ground.
Research and Publications
• Globalisation and Trade Policy The GRANITE Advocacy Experience
in Four Indian States
This Research Report discusses the trade policy in the era of
globalisation, including the challenges of globalisation and how to
create an enabling environment for utilising the opportunities brought
about by the new international economic order.
Advocacy and Networking
• KIC-GRANITE Rajasthan State level Roundtable Meeting was held in
Jaipur, on November 18, 2006. The objective of this meeting was to
discuss the case studies on advocacy practices with local level
stakeholders on issues relating to globalisation and trade in Rajasthan.
About 15 participants, including the researcher who conducted the
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•

study and documented the advocacy practices in Rajasthan attended
the meeting.
An Inception Workshop under the project entitled, ‘Documenting
advocacy practices involving local stakeholders with the process of
trade and globalisation in four Indian States’ was organised in Jaipur,
on September 09, 2006. The objective of the meeting was to deliberate
on the essence of this project by involving GRANITE partners from
the four states, the respective researchers, and a representative set of
stakeholders of the GRANITE project. Among other things, two sets of
questionnaires, the methodology of conducting case studies and the
timeframe of this project were discussed at this meeting.

Enabling Developing Countries to Sieze Ecolabel
Opportunities
This project was implemented by United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP), in association with local partners and funded by the European
Commission (EC) under EuropeAid Programme on Environment in
Developing Countries. The project is for the duration of four years and
has commenced since January 2007. The project was a collaborative work
of UNEP and the partners, as well as international and national experts,
who would be specifically appointed. The Foreign Trade Secretariat
(SECEX) of Brazil is acting as an associate, coordinating the work of local
experts (consultants) that UNEP will select to carry out the project activities.
The overall objective of this project is to increase the environmental
efficiency of key export products and related industrial processes in the
target countries by supporting the active contribution of industry and
government to the 10-Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable
Consumption and Production (Marrakech process). While the specific
objective is to increase the number of products from target countries in
EU as well as in their national and global markets eco-labelled with the
EU Eco-label or other European countries’ ‘Type I’ environmental labels.

Assessment of the Potential Costs and Benefits of Special
Economic Zones (SEZs) in India
Ministry of Commerce & Industry, Government of India has approved the
proposal submitted by CUTS CITEE to conduct an assessment of the
potential costs and benefits of Special Economic Zones (SEZs) in India”
taking into consideration the overall social-economic impact of SEZs. It is
a four month project from March 2007 to June 2007. Field survey in SEZs
of some of the states is integral part of the project.
The objective of the study includes:
• to make an assessment of the potential costs and benefits of promoting
SEZs in India taking into consideration the overall socio-economic
impact of SEZs;
• to make a survey of experiences promoting SEZs in a few countries to
draw lessons for India; and
• to suggest strategies to optimise the benefits/costs of SEZs that can
ensure overall economic development in India.
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Operationalising South-South Trade
A pilot project is being implemented on “Operationalising South-South Trade
Cooperation: Linking Selected LDCs in Eastern and Southern Africa with India”
to analyse the impact of provision of duty free and quota free (DFQF) market
access to African LDC’s by India. Regional Trade Facilitation Programme
(RTFP), South Africa has procured professional services from CUTS for
implementing the project. The project is being supported by DFID, UK.
Duration of the project is nine months, i.e. from February- October 2007
Research
Project Inception Report- The project inception report outlined the project
implementation methodology and a brief literature survey. The literature survey
covered briefly the trading profiles of the five LDCs, viz. Malawi, Mozambique,
Uganda, Tanzania, Zambia and India.

Select Representations
Date & Venue

Event

Issue

Participant (s)

July 31-August 04,
2006, Bangladesh,
Dhaka

Institutions for Pro-Poor Growth
(IPPG) Research workshop

Discussions on the proposal to
be prepared for doing research
in Bangladesh and West Bengal
during October 2006 to
September 2008

• Bipul Chatterjee

August 29, 2006, New
Delhi, India

“WTO and Doha Agenda: The
way Forward” jointly organised
by FICCI and Islamabad-based
SAARC Chambers of Commerce
& Industry (SCCI)

Taking stock of the progress in
WTO negotiations

• Pranav Kumar
• Simi TB
• Ritu Lodha

August 29, 2006,
Bikaner, India

“State Level Consultation on Draft
National Policy for Farmers”
organised by National
Commission on Farmers (NCF),
Ministry of Agriculture,
Government of India, New Delhi

Inputs, advice and suggestions to • Anutosh Biswas
the government for preparing the
final report of National Policy
for Farmers

August 28-September
01, 2006, New Delhi,
India

“Commonwealth Workshop on
Gender, Trade Policy in South
Asia” organised by
Commonwealth Secretariat in
partnership with UNIFEM,
Ministry of Commerce, SOFCAR
and supported by DFID

Building capacity to integrate
• Prashmita Ghosh
gender analysis in trade policy
formulation and implementation

October 30-31, 2006,
Singapore

“FES/WTO Asia Regional
Dialogue” organised by FES &
WTO

Discussion on relevant issues of
the Doha Round and the WTO

September 29, 2006,
Mumbai, India

“India Roundtable on Sustainable
Consumption and Production
(SCP)” organised by Ministry of
Environment and Forests,
Government of India and the
UNEP with the collaboration of
Safety Action Group (SAG) and
sponsored by the EC in Mumbai

Follow-up on the
• Simi T B
recommendations of the Ostend
meeting and on the India-EU
Environment Forum on waste
management held in November
2005

• Ritu Lodha
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Date & Venue
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Event

Issue

Participant (s)

September 28-29,
2006, Arusha,
Tanzania

“Mainstreaming Development in
Trade – A Longer-term Approach to
Developing Sustained Capacity”
organised by International Lawyers
and Economists Against Poverty
(ILEAP)

Consideration of optimal delivery • Bipul Chatterjee
of trade-related technical
assistance

September 27-28,
2006, Berlin

“ITC Annual Executive Forum”
organised by ITC

Discussion on linkages between
trade, development and poverty
and on pro-poor trade policies in
developing countries

September 06-07,
2006, Colombo, Sri
Lanka

‘Trade and Environment
Dimensions in the Food and Food
Processing Industries in South Asia’
organised by UN-ESCAP

Exchange of national experiences • Simi T B
within the South Asia region and
making recommendations from a
sub-regional perspective

September 26, 2006,
Geneva

“Stocktaking on WTO Negotiations: Highlighting issues of developing • Pradeep S Mehta
Concerns of Developing Countries” countries, particularly South
organised by WTO Public Forum
Asia, at an international forum

October 23-24, 2006,
Mexico

“OECD Global Forum on Trade”
organised by OECD

October 16, 2006,
Bangkok, Thailand

“Trade & Investment Facilitation in Role of India in the capacity
the GMS Region” organised by SDC building of GMS countries

• Pranav Kumar

October 06, 2006,
New Delhi, India

“India-SACU PTA: Opportunities &
Challenges” organised by
ASSOCHAM and South African
High Commission

• N C Pahariya

November 03, 2006,
Udaipur, India

“WTO Agriculture and NAMA
This was the last in the series of
Negotiations: Identifying Products
the five consultations organised
of Concern to India” organised by
in different part of the country
Ministry of Commerce and Industry,
Government of India and the
UNCTAD, India

• Chandan
Mukherjee

December 06-07,
2006, Colombo, Sri
Lanka

CEPA’s 7th Annual Poverty
Symposium on Poverty Research
organised by GTZ, IDRC and
International Alert

Highlighting poverty and
inequality

• Prashmita Ghosh

February 16-20, 2007, Realising the Doha Development
Salzburg, Austria
Agenda As if the Future Mattered

Based on a premise that
concluding the Doha Round will
be difficult, especially if it is to
really advance a development
agenda

• Bipul Chatterjee

February 09-11, 2007, Report of the Conference on SAARC
New Delhi, India
2015:Expanding Horizons and
Forging Cooperation in a Resurgent
Asia organised by FES India and the
Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU)

Evolving ways and means for
SAARC to become an effective
and powerful institution for
expanding horizons and forging
cooperation in a resurgent Asia
in the next decade or by 2015

• N C Pahariya

A Trade Policy Dialogue on the
Multiple Dimensions of Market
Access and Development

Presentation of a case for
formation of a PTA by India with
5-member SACU the oldest
customs union around the world

• Pranav Kumar
• Gideon
Robinowitz

• Bipul Chatterjee

Special Endeavour
10th Anniversary of CUTS CITEE
On the occasion of the 10th Anniversary of CUTS CITEE,
a public lecture was organised at New Delhi India, on
July 29, 2006. Prof T N Srinivasan, Samuel C Park, Jr Professor of Economics, Yale University, US and the Chairman of CUTS CITEE’s International Advisory Board delivered the lecture on ‘the Future of the Global Trading System: Doha Round and Beyond’.
Dr Kirit Parikh, an eminent economist and member of
the Planning Commission, chaired the meeting. Pradeep
S Mehta Secretary General, CUTS International highlighted the role that the organisation has been playing
over a decade. The Commerce Secretary S N Menon said
that India has shown flexibility in the negotiations given
the fact that it was not a demander of the Doha Round.

L-R: Pradeep S Mehta, TN Srinivasan,
Kirit Parikh and SN Memon at the
10th Anniversary of CUTS CITEE
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CUTS Centre for Competition, Investment &
Economic Regulation (C-CIER)

C

UTS Centre for Competition, Investment & Economic Regulation
(CUTS C-CIER) was established in 2003 to work on areas of
competition policy and law, investment, economic regulation and
consumer protection. C-CIER’s mission statement is:

K S Sajeev
Head &
Associate
Director

“Promoting Fair Markets to Enhance Consumer Welfare and
Economic Development”

International Advisory Board
C-CIER operates under the guidance of an authoritative International
Advisory Board tabled below:

Rijit Sen Gupta
Centre
Coordinator &
Deputy Head

Chairman Frederic Jenny, Judge at the Commercial, Economic and
Financial Law Chamber of the Supreme Court of France (Cour
de Cassation)
Members

Allen Asher, Barrister and a solicitor of the Australian High Court
Cezley Sampson, Director of National Energy Efficiency, and
Regulatory Governance Adviser to the Government of Jamaica
Eleanor Fox, Walter J Derenberg Professor of Trade Regulation
at New York University School of Law
George Lipimile, Executive Director of Zambia Competition
Commission
Gesner Olievera, Professor of Economics at Getulio Vargas
Foundation, Sao Palo, Brazil
Paul Cook, Centre Director, Centre on Regulation and
Competition, University of Manchester, UK
Phillipe Brusick, Head of UNCTAD’s Competition and
Consumer Policies Branch
R S Khemani, Adviser to the Director of the Business
Environment Department of the World Bank in Washington,
DC
Robert Anderson, Counsellor, Intellectual Property Division in
the WTO Secretariat
S Chakravarthy, Member of the Indian Administrative Service
S L Rao, Chairman of the Institute for Social and Economic
Change, Bangalore
Scott Jacobs, Managing Director of Jacobs & Associates, an
international consulting firm specialising in regulatory reform
Taimoon Stewart, Vice president and Acting chair of the FTAA
Negotiating group on Competition Policy (NGCP)

Udai S Mehta
Assistant Policy
Analyst

Vikash Batham
Programme Officer

Smita John
Assistant
Programme
Officer

Ashutosh Soni
Office Assistant
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• Economic Regulation
• Consumer Protection
• Investment Climate
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Projects and Programmes
• Advocacy & Capacity Building on Competition Policy & Law in Asia
(7Up2 Project)

• Capacity Building on Competition Policy in Select Countries of Eastern
& Southern Africa (7Up3 project)

• Competition, Regulation and Development Research Forum (CDRF)
• Study of Cartel Case Laws in Select Jurisdictions: Learning for the
Competition Commission of India (CCI)

Advocacy & Capacity Building on Competition Policy & Law
in Asia (7Up2 Project)
Taking forward the 7Up model and as sequel to the 7Up1, C-CIER had
implemented a project entitled “Advocacy and Capacity Building on
Competition Law and Policy in Asia” codenamed 7Up2. The project was
executed in six countries in the region encompassing South and South
East Asia, which included Vietnam, Cambodia, Lao PDR, Nepal,
Bangladesh, and India.
Moving forward with the mission of “Promoting effective markets through
competition policy & law”, the project envisions a long-term cause towards
a competition culture for economic development. An action-oriented
programme entails research-based advocacy and capacity building as the
two pioneering flags to be upheld during the whole initiative, aiming at:
• establishment of structures/actors able to advocate efficiently for the
enactment of a competition legislation;
• developments/changes in competition law and policy;
• establishment of enhanced training facilities in the country (e.g.,
university courses on competition); and
• development of a meaningful dialogue between civil society and
consumer groups (where existing) and government officials.
Research & Publications
The research undertaken by the individual country partners were compiled
into a synthesis report, a book entitled ‘Fairplay Please’! The book was
released at the Project Final Review Conference in Bangkok, on June 2728, 2006, and subsequently disseminated.
Advocacy & Networking

• Project Final Meeting of the 7Up2 Project was held in Bangkok, on

June 27-28, 2006. It emerged from the deliberations that in most Asian
countries there is no comprehensive legislation to promote fair
competition; through the law does exist, but implementation has not
been taken seriously. This makes the business environment less
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A view of the Final Meeting of the 7Up2 project in Bangkok

•

conducive to small and new enterprises and big companies often with
political nexus rip off consumers. Apart from the project partners
representing leading CSOs, research institutions and consumer
associations from the six project countries, the meeting also drew
renowned experts on competition, representatives of intergovernmental organisations, and competition authorities, from within
the region and outside.
An important and decisive outcome of the 7Up2 was the setting up of
the fourth overseas centre of CUTS to be known as Hanoi Resource
Centre (HRC). Established in Hanoi (Vietnam) the Centre is aimed
towards primarily carrying forward research and advocacy on public
policy areas initiated by the 7Up2 in the LDCs of South East Asia.

CUTS HRC will be working in policy-related fields with two major thrusts:
promoting effective public policy reforms in the larger framework of
poverty alleviation and sustainable development; and promoting effective
regional and international integration of economies and civil societies.

Capacity Building on Competition Policy in Select Countries
of Eastern & Southern Africa (7up3 project)
‘Capacity Building on Competition Policy in Select Countries of Eastern
and Southern Africa’ codenamed 7Up3 was implemented in seven
countries, which included: Botswana, Ethiopia, Malawi, Mauritius,
Mozambique, Namibia and Uganda, with support from NORAD, Norway
and DFID, UK.
The aim of the 7Up3 project was to develop the capacity of national
stakeholders including the policy makers, regulators, CSOs, academicians
and the media in each of the project countries through a participatory
process to understand and appreciate prevailing competition concerns
from the national, regional and international perspectives and enable them
to respond appropriately.
To meet this end, a leading research institution in each of the project
countries was involved in intensive research to evaluate the competition
concerns facing the project countries, including their regional dimensions
and implications. The research findings have subsequently been
disseminated nationally (and in the region) through a network developed
by the help of local CSOs, adopting appropriate means.
Research & Publications
The research undertaken by the research organisation in each country
partner has been compiled in a book entitled “From the Bottom-up”, which
reiterates CUTS’ commitment to the approach from down to up.
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Advocacy & Networking
• A meeting of the 7Up3 project partners and members of the project
management unit (comprising of CUTS representatives from its
Headquarter in India and Resource Centres in Lusaka and Nairobi)
was organised in Nairobi, on November 25, 2006. The purpose of
this one-day ‘Inception Meeting’ was to flag-off Stage-II Activities
(comprising of Advocacy and Training) of the project, while taking
note of achievements and non-achievements of the Stage-I Activities
(comprising of Research and Capacity Building). One of the main
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objectives of the discussions in the meeting was to develop a common
understanding on the Stage-II activities with regard to their focus,
purpose and schedule.
• Pursuing the training and capacity development mandate of the 7country regional competition policy project (7Up3), CUTS organised
a training workshop on competition policy and law administration in
Pretoria, on February 15-17, 2007, in partnership with Institute for
Global Dialogue, South Africa and supported by DFID, UK and
NORAD, Norway. The workshop was held under the aegis of CUTS
Institute for Regulation & Competition (CIRC), a dedicated training
facility of CUTS and aimed at a target group of about 30 participants
from SSA.
• As culmination to the 7Up3 Project, a two-day international conference
on ‘Competition Policy, Private Sector
Development and Poverty Reduction in
Africa’, in Mauritius, on March 29-30,
2007. The conference was co-hosted by
the Ministry of Industry, SMEs,
Commerce
&
Cooperatives,
Government of Mauritius with the
support of the DFID, UK and the
NORAD, Norway. Participants from
over a dozen countries of SSA agreed
to launch the “Pan-African Network for
Promoting Competition and Consumer
Welfare (PANPROC)” at the conference.
•
After
successful
implementation of the first stage of the
Participants at Training Workshop in Pretoria under 7Up3 Project
project entitled, ‘Capacity Building on
Competition Policy in Select Countries
of Eastern and Southern Africa’ (also
referred to as the 7Up3 project) by
CUTS, the stage for the second phase is all set. In this context, an
agreement was signed between NORAD and CUTS
International, Jaipur (India) on March 14, 2007 to
consolidate the project in seven countries of Eastern
and Southern Africa. Earlier, an independent
evaluation had recommended NORAD to support
activities of the second stage of the project. A
delegation of 15 Parliamentarians headed by
Thorbjorn Jagland, President of the Norwegian
Parliament (Stortinget), which was touring India,
witnessed the signing of the agreement. The visiting
delegation had an exclusive discussion with CUTS’
researchers and staff, taking stock of the
organisation’s work on international trade and
Speakers at the International Conference of
competition policy and law activities in various parts
the 7Up3 Project in Mauritius
of the world.
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Competition, Regulation and Development Research Forum
(CDRF)
CUTS C-CIER has envisioned a long-term research programme on
implementation issues concerning competition and regulatory regimes in
the developing world with a strategy to motivate researchers to undertake
such studies and participate in the accompanying symposia.
The project will be implemented through biennial research cycles
comprising writing of research papers, biennial symposia and publication
of a research volume. The scope of research would be problems that
developing countries face in implementing their competition and regulatory
regimes. Each research cycle will select some problem areas as its theme.
Based on the findings, views and experiences of the first research cycle,
further cycles will be organised on different themes.
The project is unique in its approach, as it would facilitate focused research
on issues concerning developing countries, which is currently absent there
with an agenda of building research capacity. This would ensure
identification of solutions relevant to developing countries. The first research
cycle is proposed during 2005-07 on the theme “Institutional Issues in
Implementing Competition and Regulatory Regimes in Developing World”.
Advocacy & Networking
In March 2007, the CIRC and CUTS CCIER
jointly organised a Research Symposium
entitled, “Political Economy Constraints in
Regulatory Regimes in Developing Countries”.
Organised as part of the CDRF research
programme, the Symposium drew dignitaries
from around the world. Which included Dr C
Rangarajan, Chairman, Economic Advisory
Council to the Prime Minister of India; Dr
Frederic Jenny, Judge French Supreme Court;
Dr Nitin Desai, Former under SecretaryGeneral of UN, India; Dr Bimal Jalan, ExGovernor, Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and
Pradeep S Mehta, Secretary General, CUTS
International.

Dr Supachai Panitchpakdi speaking at the Research
Symposium held in New Delhi

The Symposium discussed the objectives of
enacting Competition Law and Policy,
highlighting the potential conflicts between promoting efficiency and public
interest objectives. The debate also focused on whether in a developing
country, competition law and policy can be used as a measure to achieve
poverty reduction. Opinion on a direct link was divided, although a
suggestion was made that a consistent application of competition law can
lead to greater access to the previously disenfranchised people. Critical
issues were also discussed at the Symposium.

A
N
N
U
A
L
R
E
P
O
R
T
2006-2007

45

Study of Cartel Case Laws in Select Jurisdictions: Learning
for the CCI
A project has been undertaken to study cartel cases that have been tried
under the Monopolies and Restrictive Trade Practices (MRTP) Act 1969
and similar cases of cartels investigated in other countries. Reliable to
cartels several cases were tried under the MRTP Act with mixed results.
While in some cases, cartelisation was established and a cease and desist
order passed, other cases were either stayed by the High Courts or Supreme
Court, or were dropped.
The study thus aims to identify practical difficulties in proving the existence
of cartels. The research proposes to examine cartel cases in select foreign
jurisdictions to derive relevant learning for the Competition Commission
of India (CCI) to develop an approach for dealing with cartels in the light
of the provisions of the Competition Act. The study would be a mix of
theoretical and empirical analyses and based on both primary and
secondary information. The project is being implemented in partnership
with National Law University, Jodhpur and is supported by DFID and the
FIAS (of the World Bank).

India Competition & Regulation Report
A project entitled, ‘India Competition and Regulation Report (ICRR)’ was
undertaken by CUTS, supported by the British High Commission, New
Delhi, against the background that while India has embraced marketoriented economic reforms for the past 15 years, there is, as yet, no periodic
review has been done to assess competition and regulation scenario in
the country. ICRR attempts to fill this vacuum. The Report would be
prepared on a biennial basis and provide inputs to policy making
community and other stakeholders to take necessary actions to promote
well-functioning markets.
As part of the research project, a National Reference Group (NRG)
comprising of eminent experts and economists in the country had been
constituted to guide in the implementation of this project. Former underSecretary General of UN, Nitin Desai is the chairman of the NRG. The
group meets on regular intervals to ensure that the final product is right
and fits in the purpose well, and that the project is being implemented
properly.
Advocacy & Networking
• The first meeting of NRG was organised to brainstorm the structure
and contents of ICRR in New Delhi, on May 13, 2006 at. A brief note
on ICRR along with the methodology to compute India Competition
Perception Index (CPI) was circulated to the invitees.
• The second NRG meeting was organised in New Delhi, on December
09, 2006 wherein writers of the Report made a brief presentation on
their respective papers followed by discussions. The purpose of the
meeting was to review drafts of various sections of the project report.
Following sections of the report were discussed in the meeting:
o Introduction Chapter: Role and Tasks of Competition Policy and
Law in India;
o Regulatory Issues in Transportation;
o Competition Regime and Consumer Welfare; and
o India Competition Perception Index.
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• The third meeting of the NRG was organised in New Delhi, on March
17, 2007 wherein writers of the report made a brief presentation on
their respective papers followed by discussions. The purpose of the
meeting was to review drafts of various sections of the project report.
Following sections of the report were discussed in the meeting:
o Competition Issues in Pharmaceuticals
o Competition Regime and Business Welfare
o Theme Section: Competition Regime and
o Enhancing Access

Research & Publications
The first issue of ICRR entitled, ‘Competition and Regulation in India,
2007’ would be released in a Panel discussion on ‘The Political Economy
of Regulation in India – What do we need to do’, in Mumbai, on October
16, 2007.

Comparative Study of Regulatory Framework in
Infrastructure Sector RegFrame-II: Lessons for India
Background
The Indian Government confers top priority to development of
infrastructure services as a strategy to facilitate and sustain economic
growth of high order. To that effect, private investment has been invited
in most infrastructure services, however, the quantum of investment taking
place is far below the expectations.
Realising the role that enabling and robust regulatory framework can play
in attracting private investments, the government entrusted the Planning
Commission of India, the apex think-tank, with the responsibility to study
and analyse the experiences elsewhere to suggest a world-class regulatory
framework for infrastructure sector in India. The study concerns countries
Australia, Brazil, Canada, India, South Africa, the Philippine, the UK, and
Sri Lanka.
Scope of Research Work
The research study intends to examine governance and institutional aspects
of regulatory framework prevailing in select seven countries; perform a
comparative analysis; and come out with relevant learning for India.
Besides India, the economies selected include Australia (Asia-pacific),
Brazil (Latin America), Canada (North America), South Africa (Africa), the
Philippine (East Asia), the UK (Europe), and Sri Lanka (South Asia). These
economies represent various regions and are at different stages of economic
development. The regulatory frameworks in these economies also offer
diverse experiences.
Objectives
The objectives of the study are to:
• analyse the regulatory framework in the project countries with regard
to institutional and governance aspects, such as regulatory objectives,
mandate, independence, interface with other agencies/authorities,
enforceability, decision making process, capacity, appellant provisions,
accountability, selection and staffing;
• compare the regulatory framework in the project countries, and identify
key learning for India; and
• suggest ways forward to strengthen the existing regulatory framework
(i.e. policy, legislation and institutions) in infrastructure sector in India.
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Methodology
The research would mainly rely on secondary sources of information/data.
Primary sources would also be used to procure relevant data/information
wherever required to verify and/or complement the information collected from
secondary sources. Subject to the requirement, primary information will be
collected from the project countries with the help of identified local institutions.
In India, the perceptions and opinions of selected representative stakeholders
including regulators, investors, consumers, development agencies etc., will
be recorded through organising personal interviews. It is proposed to look at
the entire gamut of infrastructure sectors and perform an in-depth analysis of
utilities, i.e. energy, telecom, and water distribution. A draft report will be
prepared and send out to experts for comments and finalisation.
Output
The proposed output of the study will be a report comprises comparative
analysis of institutional and governance aspects of regulatory framework in
select economies, including recommendations to India.

Strengthening the Consumer Protection Regime

CUTS announces launch of the project entitled, ‘Strengthening the Consumer
Protection Regime’. The term Consumer Protection is a comprehensive term
comprising not only a set of regulations and legal framework but also a
commitment to protect consumers against deprivation from the basic needs of
life, and ensuring a respectable living. Governments all over the world have
been trying to build a strong legal and regulatory framework to ensure consumer
interests’ and welfare. While some countries already have a well developed
consumer protection regime in place, there are many countries that are in
process of evolving such regime. The report aims to compile and conduct an
analysis of ‘The State of Consumers around the World by collecting Country
Chapters’, a 10-12 pager essays on the Consumer Protection Regime.
CUTS C-CIER has prepared a template paper on India, which will serve as a
guide for pattern and format for other papers to follow. The report will serve

as a platform:

• to identify the prevailing gap between the ideal and actual situation in the
•
•

countries on individual basis and attempt to fill in that gap by following
good practices of a well developed consumer protection regime;
for comparative analysis between developed, developing and underdeveloped countries on their approaches to protection of consumers; and
for strengthening the knowledge base of the CSOs, governments, intergovernmental organisations and other stakeholders by providing a ready
reckoner in the form of a comprehensive report

Research & Publications
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Consumer Protection Regime in India
Consumer protection in India has dual dimensions. It first has to ensure
availability and access to basic needs of life to one section of the society; on
the other hand, those with the purchasing power need to be protected against
violation of their other rights.
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The State of the Indian Consumer
The study is survey and analysis of the existing legal provisions and policies of
the Government in ensuring the eight consumer rights that have been derived
from the UN Guidelines on Consumer Protection and included in the Consumer
Charter adopted by Consumers International. In terms of legal provisions and

policies of the Government, the study finds that India’s achievement is
quite good. However, when it comes to implementation, India scores
quite low. The study recommends an integrated National Consumer Policy
for the country and also suggests some measures to improve the situation
especially on implementation issues.
Consumer Protection, Competition, Competitiveness and Development
This viewpoint paper examines the role of consumer protection and
competition policies in promoting development, and in enhancing and
maintaining competitiveness in an economy. It also analyses the
convergence of objectives of consumer protection policy and competition
policy in the context of consumer welfare. Besides, it argues that
competition policy is an essential element to instill competitiveness in
the economy and promote economic development.

Representations
Date & Venue

Event

Issue

February 05-06,
2007, New Delhi

Two-day International Conference
jointly organised by the Government
of India, the World Bank & the
International Finance Corporation, in
collaboration with Public Private
Infrastructure Advisory Facility &
Infrastructure Development Finance
Corporation

Meeting on India’s
• Pradeep S Mehta
infrastructure needs with Public • Udai S Mehta
Private Partnerships and
International Experience and
Perspective

September 23, 2006, Second meeting of the
New Delhi
Pharmaceuticals Advisory Forum (PAF)
organised by the Ministry of Chemicals
& Fertilisers, Government of India

Participants

Deliberation on issues related
• Nitya Nanda
to the proposed pharmaceutical
policy of India

September 25, 2006, Roundtable organised by the Planning Planning Commission’s
approach paper on
New Delhi
Commission of India
infrastructure regulation

• Vinayak R
Pandey

August 8, 2006,
New Delhi

Seminar organised by the Indian
Council of World Affairs and The
India Central Asia Foundation

Discussion on important socioeconomic and political issues

May 3-5, 2006,
Cape Town,
South Africa

Fifth Annual Conference of the
International Competition Network

Release of the ‘Final Version’ of • Sajeev Nair
its book ‘Competition Regimes • Rijit Sengupta
in the Worlds – A Civil Society
Report’ & a roundtable, ‘Civil
Society Participation in
Evolving a Functional
Competition Regime – How to
Proceed in Africa’

• Rijit Sengupta

April 12, 2006,
Jaipur

Seminar organised by the Planning
Commission in collaboration with the
Institute of Development Studies

‘Critical Issues of Investment in • Pradeep S Mehta
Rajasthan’ in context of the 11th • K C Sharma
Five-Year Plan

March 25-26, 2006,
Lahore, Pakistan

‘Challenges in Implementation of
Economic Regulation in Infrastructure
Services – Consumer Interest in
Competitive Markets’, jointly
organised by the South Asian Forum of
Infrastructure Regulators and Lahore
Institute of Management Sciences

Paper presentation on ‘Overlap
between Jurisdictions of
Competition Authority &
Economic Regulators’
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• Vinayak R
Pandey
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Special Endeavour
Civil Society Participation in Evolving a Functional
Competition Regime: How to Proceed in Africa
On the sidelines of the International
Competition Network (ICN) 5 th
Annual Conference, held from May
03-05, 2006 in Cape Town, South
Africa, CUTS C-CIER organised a
roundtable to discuss and deliberate
on “Why civil society needs to take
active part and play a pro-active role
in competition awareness and
education? What are the available
options for civil society to engage on
competition research and advocacy,
especially in Africa?”
There was consensus over the
discourse that CSOs in the continent
were fairly capable of undertaking
research and advocacy activities on
CUTS’ Stall at the International Competition Network held in Cape Town
competition policy and law issues,
and required only a little guidance
from an agency/organisation that had
the experience to implement such endeavours.
Further, it was acknowledged by all that in order to develop a wider
public understanding (of multiple stakeholders) on competition across
the continent, it was necessary for CSOs to engage actively. In this regard,
it was imperative for competition authorities and donors to support civil
society interventions to facilitate the process.
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CUTS Centre for Consumer Action, Research & Training (CART)
A Brief Background of the Centre
CUTS was founded in the year 1984, with the mandate of pursuing the
cause of common consumers. With the growth of the organisation, the
responsibility of moving forward with the inherited agenda of CUTS was
handed over to CUTS CART, which was established in 1992. The
programmes of the Centre are primarily aimed at generating awareness,
creating a more responsible society and encouraging changes at the policy
level by advocating with the government machinery and sensitising it to
issues of concern to the common man. It has created and trained over
1200 activists and helped establish over 300 independent groups in
Rajasthan and elsewhere. Persistently, CUTS CART is having more than
1000 organisations in its network. Its mission is “to enable people,
particularly the poor and the marginalised, to achieve their rights to basic
needs and sustainable development, through a strong consumer
movement”.

George Cheriyan
Director & Head,
CUTS CART

R K Sharma
Programme
Coordinator &
Deputy Head,
CUTS CART

Deepak Saxena
Programme Officer

Advisory Board
The Centre carries its activities under the guidance of an advisory board.
The following is the list of the advisory board:
Members

Dr Sharada Jain, (Chairperson of the Committee)
Educationaist and Director, Society for Education &
Development (SANDHAN), Jaipur
Dr VS Vyas, Professor Emeritus & Chairman, Governing
Board, Institute of Development Studies (IDS), Jaipur
Dr CS Barla, Consulting Economist and Consultant for the
District Poverty Initiative Programme (DPIP), Jaipur
IC Shrivastava, IAS (Retd.) & Chairman, Human Well-being
Foundation
Dr Maya Tandon, Chairperson, Dr MN Tandon Memorial
Charitable Trust (Sahayata), Jaipur
Dr Kumkum Srivastava, Chief Executive Officer (CEO),
VIHAN, Jaipur
Justice VS Dave, former Judge of Rajasthan High Court
and ex-Chairman of the Rajasthan Law Commission
PN Bhandari, IAS (Retd.), former Chairman, Rajasthan State
Electricity Board
Madhusudan D Mistry, Member of Parliament (MP) and
the Managing Director of Disha-Pathey, Ahmedabad
Sharad Joshi, Social Activist and CEO of the Centre for
Community Economics and Development Consultants
Society (CECOEDECON), Jaipur
Dr Anita Mathur, Chairperson of Astha, Udaipur
Madhavi Joshi, Programme Co-ordinator, Centre for
Environment Education (CEE), Ahmedabad
Dr AJ James, Environmental and Natural Resources
Economist, Gurgaon (Haryana)

Dharmendra
Chaturvedi
Programme
Assistant

B N Sharma
Assistant Editor

A K Thalia
Office Assistant
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Functional Areas
The following are the core functional areas of the Centre:
• Consumer Education and Protection
• Investor Education and Protection
• Good Governance, which includes economic governance
• Utility Reforms (Power and Water)
• Sustainable Mobility, which includes Road Safety
• Woman and Child: Protection and Rights
• Sustainable Development, which includes MDGs, the Environment,
Livelihoods

Projects
• Involving Consumers in the Power Sector Reforms in Rajasthan, India
(CUTS-FES Programme Phase-II)

• Measuring the Effectiveness of the Mid-Day Meal Scheme (MDMS) in
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Rajasthan, India;
The Securities Market Awareness Campaign (SMAC)
Hum Bhi Bachche Hain - Project on Child Domestic Workers (CDWs)
Tobacco: Deadly in any Form or Disguise
Administering Road Safety Programmes in Jaipur City
The National Environmental Awareness Campaign (NEAC): RRA for
Rajasthan
Promoting Greater Role of the Panchayati Raj Institutions in Rajasthan,
to Foster Rural Livelihood Opportunities: Meeting the Challenges of
the Globalisation and Economic Liberalisation
Combating Corruption in the State of Rajasthan, by Using RTI as a
Tool

Involving Consumers in the Power Sector Reforms in
Rajasthan (CUTS-FES Programme Phase-II)
CUTS-FES programme started in May 2005, with specific emphasis on
providing training to the CSOs and facilitating their effective participation
in the regulatory processes. To that effect, 12 district-level workshops
were organised in Swaimadhopur, Kota, Alwar, Phagi (Jaipur), Jalore,
Jodhpur, Churu, Jhunjhunu, Barmer, Chittorgarh, Ajmer and Udaipur. The
senior officials of the Rajasthan Electricity Regulatory Commission (RERC)
and the utilities participated in these workshops as resource persons. One
of the important outcomes of the Phase-II of the programme
was the increased awareness about the role of the regulatory
commission and its functioning. Further, as admitted by the
officials of the RERC during the workshops, the number of
consumers/CSOs approaching the RERC about several issues
related to electricity regulation has increased.
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During the report year, the 11 th circle-level training
programme was organised at Ajmer, on April 07, 2006. The
12th and the last circle-level training workshop was organised
at Udaipur, on May 17, 2006.
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The state-level evaluation workshop marking the conclusion
of the activities under Phase-II was held in Jaipur, on June
23-24, 2006. A total of 96 participants from 22 districts of

Rajasthan, attended the workshop. These included 12 circles, where the
Phase-II was implemnted. Y Mathur, Energy Secretary, Government of
Rajasthan, inaugurated the workshop on June 23, 2006. RK Sharma,
Secretary and the RC Sharma, Deputy Secretary represented the RERC in
the inaugural and technical sessions respectively.
Representing the Discoms, PK Vijay, of Jaipur DISCOM and the
Supretendent Engineer attended the workshop as a resource person and
facilitated a session on “Feeder Reforms in Rajasthan and Its Different
Franchisees”. HD Charan, the retired Chairman of Jodhpur DISCOM
facilitated different technical sessions. As a resource person, the retiredd
Secretary of the RERC, Prabhat Dayal, took the session on regulations
and tariff settings. DM Mathur, a leading lawyer of the Rajasthan High
Court, took the non-technical session on consumer advocacy on electricity.
The Secretary General of CUTS, Pradeep S Mehta, delivered the
valedictory address in the concluding session on June 24, 2006.

Measuring the Effectiveness of the Mid-Day Meal Scheme
in Rajasthan, India
CUTS CART, being part of the South Asia Social Accountability Network
(SASANet), in partnership with the World Bank, implemented a pilot
project entitled, “Participatory Expenditure Tracking Survey on Mid-day
Meal Scheme in Rajasthan’, since October 2005. During the pilot phase,
the focus for the in-depth study was Chittorgarh District, though the
expenditure tracking and general assessment of the scheme was done at
the state level. The objective of the project was to measure effectiveness
of implementation of the Mid-Day Meal Scheme (MDMS) in Rajasthan,
including highlighting the positive aspects of implementation of the
scheme in Rajasthan. At the same time, it
aimed to identify the gaps and come out with
a set of recommendations for improving the
service delivery.
On the completion of the survey and
preparation of the draft report, a de-briefing
meeting was organised at Chittorgarh, on
May 11, 2006, to share the key findings of
the survey with all the stakeholders. In
addition to the representatives of various
stakeholder groups and service providers,
Rajendra Singh Shekawat (ADM
Chittorgarh), TC Damor (Superintendent of
Police), Sunil Kumar Jha, CEO, Zilla
Parishad, were present in the meeting and
expressed their views on the key findings
emerged out of the survey.
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A view of the Dissemination Meeting held in Jaipur

A state-level dissemination meeting was organised at the Institute of
Development Studies (IDS), Jaipur, on June 08, 2006. The draft final report
of the survey, with recommendations, was presented in the meeting. CP
Joshi, MLA and Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee of the
Rajasthan Legislative Assembly, Dr Nathu Singh Gujjar, MLA and
Chairman, Estimate Committee, Rajasthan Legislative Assembly, Saroj
Punhani, Accountant General (Audit), Rajasthan, Rajendra Bhanawat,
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Divisional Commissioner, Jaipur, Vinod Sahgal, Regional Public Financial
Accountability Specialist, World Bank, JVR Murty, World Bank, Dr
SS Acharya, Former Director, IDS and Former Chairman, Commission for
Agriculture Costs and Prices, Government of India, shared their views
and commented on the draft final report entitled “Measuring Effectiveness
of the Mid-Day Meal Scheme in Rajasthan, India”.
Incorporating the suggestions from the dissemination workshop, the final
report was submitted, which contained a set of recommendations to
improve the service delivery to the Government of Rajasthan through
Kalu Lal Gurjjar, Minister, Ram Lubaya, Principal Secretary and Rohit
Kumar Singh, Secretary, Department of Panchayati Raj and Rural
Development, the Supreme Court of India, through Dr NC Saxena,
Commissioner, Supreme Court of India, and the World Bank for wider
dissemination. The project formally concluded in September 2006. The
World Bank published the Internet version of the report entitled, ‘Rajasthan,
India: An Assessment of the Mid-Day Meal Scheme in Chittorgarh District’,
in March 2007.

Securities Market Awareness Campaign (SMAC)
Though all consumers are not investors, all investors are consumers of
financial services. Considering this aspect, CUTS CART has been actively
involved in investor education and protection activities. CUTS is an investor
association recognised by the Securities and Exchange Board of India
(SEBI), Mumbai and registered with the Ministry of Company Affairs,
Government of India, under the Investor Education and Protection Fund
(IEPF). In the past, CUTS implemented investor education and protection
programmes with the support of the IEPF and the SEBI.
The SEBI has been mandated to protect the interests of the investors in
securities and promote the development of and to regulate the securities
market, so as to establish a dynamic and efficient securities market, so
that it can contribute to the Indian Economy. In this backdrop, SEBI
launched a comprehensive education campaign
programme aimed at creating awareness among the
investors about the securities market, which has
been christened Securities Market Awareness
Campaign (SMAC). The motto of the campaign is:
‘An Educated Investor Is a Protected Investor’.
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A speaker explaining a point at the SMAC meeting at Jalore
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Under the project, the workshops were organised
with an aim to reach out to the common investors,
which were held primarily in small and medium
cities of Rajasthan. Also, these workshops aimed to
acclimatise the investors with the functioning of the
securities market, including the basic fundamentals
of investment and risk management and their rights
and responsibilities. During 2006-07 CUTS CART
implemnted the fourth round of the SMAC
programmes. Following 10 workshops were
organised as per the details given below:

S. No.
1
Ahore (Jalore)
2
Jhalawar
3
Baran
4
Bundi (Kota)
5
Karouli
6
Gangapur City, Sawai Madhopur
7
Nokha, Bikaner
8
Bharatpur
9
Jaisalmer
10
Tonk

Place
Date
July 27, 2006
August 26, 2006
September 16, 2006
September 29, 2006
November 14, 2006
November 25, 2006
December 09, 2006
January 12, 2007
February 15, 2007
February 23, 2007

The Centre also received a number of investment-related complaints during
the year, which were forwarded to the complaints handling cell of the
SEBI and the Ministry of Company Affairs, Government of India.

Hum Bhi Bachche Hai - Project on
CDWs
As part of the project entitled, ‘Hum Bhi
Bacheche Hai’ (We, too, are Children), which
CUTS CART implemented, in partnership with
Save the Children (UK), visits to the school were
made to form the Monitoring Cells (MCs) during
May 01-11, 2006. The Inter-school essay
competition, as part of the sensitisation and
awareness generation programme under the
project, was held at Krishnayan Hall, Jawahar
Kala Kendra, Jaipur, on May 12, 2006. The topic
of the competition was ‘Are We Children too:
Problems and Solutions.’

Children participating in an essay competition
under the CDWs project

About 50 students, from various schools of Jaipur,
participated in this competition and put forth their
views on the status of child domestic workers
(CDWs). The students also signed a declaration
in which they vowed to say no to child domestic
work and also to create awareness on the sensitive
issue of child rights to the best of their abilities.
The state-level advocacy seminar was held in
Jaipur on May 26, 2006. The Chairman of the
State Human Rights Commission, Rajasthan,
Justice NK Jain, inaugurated the seminar. In his
inaugural address, he suggested the inclusion of
adequate provisions in the Child Labour Act, to
protect the rights of CDWs.
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N K Jain giving prize to a winner student

The Project Director, National Child Labour
Project, Jivraj Singh, delivered the keynote address. While initiating the
open discussions, the Programme Co-ordinator, Save the Children (UK),
Neetu Sahi, emphasised the need to locate CDWs and sensitise each and
every person on the issue. In the seminar, a future plan of action was
finalised, which was based on the recommendations emerged out of the
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seminar, which was submitted to the State Government. The project
concluded on July 31, 2006.
Immediately on the conclusion of the project, the Government of India
banned the employment of children as domestic servants or workers and
helpers in dhabas, restaurants, hotels, motels, teashops, resorts, shops
and other recreational centres. The ban, effective from October 10, 2006,
has been imposed under the child labour (Prohibition and Regulation)
Act, 1986. CUTS-CART welcomed the ban through a press release on
August 02, 2006, which was published by the English and Hindi dailies.

Tobacco: Deadly in Any Form or Disguise
“Tobacco: Deadly in any Form and Disguise”, a
school and community-based tobacco control
intervention of CUTS CART, in partnership with the
WHO India and the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare, Government of India, and in active
collaboration with the Department of Health and
Family Welfare, Government of Rajasthan, was
formally launched on December 20, 2006. In the
meeting held at the Maharani Plaza, Jaipur, Dr ML
Jain, Director & In-charge of the Tobacco Control
Cell, Department of Health and Family Welfare,
Government of Rajasthan, launched the project.
The project was for a period of nine months, i.e. from
December 2006 to August 2007, involving 50
selected schools in Jaipur city (both government &
private) and focusing on Section 6 of the Tobacco
Control Law of India, which says “no person shall sell, offer to sale, or
permit the sale of cigarette or any other tobacco product:
a) to any person who is under eighteen years of age; and
b) in an area within a radius of one hundred yards of any educational
institution.

Dr D K Ameta lighting the lamp to launch the
project ‘Tobacco: Deadly in Any Form or Disguise’

The first phase of the awareness and sensitisation events in the schools of
Jaipur city started from January 03, 2007 and concluded by the end of
February 2007. A total of 50 schools were covered during the period.
Through the events, students and teachers were sensitised and made aware
of the provisions of the Tobacco Control Law of India and the ill-effects of
tobacco consumption. The students actively participated in the events
and broadened their views about the dangers of tobacco consumption in
any form. The school authorities (principals, teachers) and the students
were made aware of the Tobacco Control Act, who ensured their full
participation in the strict enforcement of its provisions.

A
N
N
U
A
L

After successfully completing the first round of the events in the schools,
road shows were organised, with interactive Nukad Nataks (street plays)
at various public places in the city mainly to generate awareness and
sensitise the people of Jaipur city about the Tobacco Control Act and the
hazards of consuming tobacco/smoking and also regarding the ban of
smoking in public places. Three such road shows were organised during
March 2007.
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Administering Road Safety Programmes in Jaipur city
The road safety awareness programme with the support of
the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways, Government
of India, was formally started on December 15, 2006 at a
small function held at the Regional Transport Office, Jaipur.
In all, five road safety campaigns for the drivers were
organisecd in December 2006, while eight eye testing
camps were organised for them in January. A total of 407
drivers got their eyes checked through these camps and 10
awareness camps were organised in 10 selected schools as
part of the campaign in January 2007. The inauguration of
the Road Safety Week was held at the Jawahar Kala Kendra
on January 01, 2007. The inaugural function was organised
jointly by the Transport Department, the Traffic Police, Jaipur
and Muskaan. The Transport Minister of Rajasthan, Yunus
Khan, inaugurated the event.

Speakers at the SMAC Workshop held in Bikaner

A one-day seminar on the Section 134 of the Motor Vehicle
Act, 1988 was organised at the Convention Centre of the Pink City Press
Club, Jaipur, on January 27, 2007 with an aim to create awareness about
the section. Dr Maya Tandon, Superintendent (Retd), Jaykaylon Hospital
and the CEO of MN Tandon Charitable Trust, Jaipur; Dr SK Pathak, Prof.
and Head of the Department of Forensic Medicines (Retd), SMS Hospital,
Jaipur and the Director of NIMS Medical College, Jaipur; Dr NK Lodha,
Head of the Emergency Unit of the SMS Hospital, Jaipur; Dr Suresh Sehgal,
Medical Jurist of the SMS hospital; Shankar Surolia, Advisor to the Traffic
Control Board of the Jaipur Development Authority (JDA); Jagmal Singh,
Deputy Superintendent of Police, Jaipur Traffi Police; and DM Mathur, a
leading lawyer of the Rajasthan High Court were the resource persons. IC
Srivastava and Dr CS Barla, members of the Advisory Committee of CUTS
CART, also spoke on the subject. About 52 participants attended the
seminar, representing various stakeholders. The recommendations of the
seminar included:
• Displaying of the provisions of Section 134 and its utility through notice
boards at private and government hospitals, bus stands, railway stations,
parks, government offices/premises, panchayat offices, police stations,
insurance company offices and educational institutions;
• Displaying provisions of Section 134 on heavy vehicles like trucks,
lorries and transport and private buses;
• Special training to different stakeholders on the subject;
• Using the media effectively, specially the electronic media and the
entertainment channels like FMs and films, tele-films and serials;
• Taking the issue down to the village level in future;
• Including the subject in the school syllabi; and
• Creating a greater role for CSOs.
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National Environmental Awareness Campaign (NEAC)
The Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of India, has
appointed CUTS as the Regional Resource Agency (RRA) for Rajasthan,
under the National Environment Awareness Campaign (NEAC) for three
years from 2006-07 to 2008-09. Within the CUTS family, CUTS CART
was entrusted with the responsibility of acting as the RRA. The Ministry
organises the NEAC every year since 1986, which is the flagship campaign
of the Ministry with the objective of creating environmental awareness at
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the national level. A total of 34 organisations, located
in different parts of the country, have been designated
as RRAs this year for assisting the Ministry in conducting
and co-ordinating this Campaign.
‘Solid Waste Management’ was the theme of the
campaign for 2006-07. The Ministry further identified
sub-themes for conducting the campaign, which were:
management of household waste/municipal waste, biomedical waste, plastic waste, electronic waste and
industrial waste, including fly ash, composting/vermincomposting and waste management at higher altitudes.
Several
NGOs, educational and training institutions,
Participants discussing a point at the NEAC meeting
professional associations, scientific bodies, community
organisations and also a whole range of other agencies participated in the
campaign. These bodies, singularly or in partnership with other
organisations, organised programmes for creating environmental awareness
followed by field action at the local, regional and national level.
CUTS CART organised six pre-proposal open workshops during SeptemberOctober 2006, to assist the NGOs in the preparation of the proposals. By
October 10, 2006, which was the deadline for the submission of the
proposals set by the Ministry, CUTS CART received a total of 469 proposals
from Rajasthan. Out of this, 406 proposals were picked in the preliminary
round. A meeting of the western region, covering the states of Maharashtra,
Gujarat, Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh with 406 proposals was held at BAIF
Bhavan, Pune, from October 31 to November 02, 2006, and selected 209
proposals for funding support during 2006-07. A total of Rs. 11,52,000
was disbursed to these NGOs.
In this context, a one-day state level post-proposal workshop was organised
on February 19, 2007, at Panchayati Dharamshala, Jaipur, in which
representatives of 163 NGOs, out of 209 selected NGOs, attended it.
Detailed discussion on the effective implementation, reporting and
submission of statement of accounts was also held during the workshop.
A two-day interactive workshop for the RRAs, organised by the Ministry
of Environment and Forests, Government of India, was held in New Delhi
on February 26-27, 2007. A presentation on the problems faced by the
new RRAs was made by CUTS CART, as requested by the Ministry, and
made suggestions to improve the implementation of the NEAC.

Promoting Greater Role of the Panchayati Raj Institutions in
Rajasthan to Foster Rural Livelihood Opportunities: Meeting
the Challenges of Globalisation and Economic Liberalisation
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CUTS CART, in partnership with the Canada Fund Local Initiative (CFLI)
and the Canadian High Commission, New Delhi, conceptualised and
started a project entitled “Promoting Greater Role of the Panchayati Raj
Institutions (PRIs) in Rajasthan to Foster Rural Livelihood Opportunities:
Meeting the Challenges of Globalisation and Economic Liberalisation”,
from December 2006. The overall objective of the project is to strengthen
the PRIs and grassroots organisations in Rajasthan, so that they could help in
sustaining the livelihood, keeping in view the challenges posed by the
globalisation and the economic liberalisation to the rural sector. The project
was for a period of one year, i.e. from December 2006 to November 2007.

Under the project, a state-level workshop-cumbrainstorming session was organised on February 28,
2007, at Hotel Maharani Plaza, Jaipur. Rohit Brandon,
Chairman and Managing Director, Rural Non-farm
Development Agency (RUDA), was the Chief Guest
of the inaugural session who delivered the keynote
address. Ram Gopal Guard, Zilla Pramukh, Jaipur Zila
Parishad, delivered a special address. Rajan Mathur,
Executive Director, Rural Non-farm Development
Agency (RUDA), and Prof. CS Barla, Consulting
Economist and Chairman of the Project Consultative
Group of this project, facilitated the technical sessions.
About 65 participants representing CSOs, NGOs,
trade research institutions, consultants, private
Ram Gopal Guard delivering a speech at the State level
entrepreneurs (domestic and exporters), self help
Workshop in Jaipur
group (SHG) leaders, representatives of different
producer/community groups from the rural areas, the media and national/
international trade promotional agencies actively participated in this
workshop.

Combating Corruption in Rajasthan State by Using RTI as a
Tool
CUTS CART, in partnership with the Partnership for Transparency Fund
(PTF), an international NGO based in Washington DC, has comceptualised
and implemented an anti-corruption project, entitled, ‘Combating
Corruption in Rajasthan State, India, by Applying RTI Act as a Tool’.
The overall objective of this unique project is to generate awareness in
the rural areas, provoking/encouraging the common citizens towards the
application of the RTI Act; empowering the CSOs and the vulnerable
sections at the grassroots supporting in improving the functioning of
existing accountability mechanisms; and advocating with the policy makers
for the effective implementation of the RTI Act, for ensuring good
governance and accountability. The project implemented in two
administrative districts of Rajasthan state, viz., Jaipur and Tonk, with a
rural community-based approach, for a period
of one year, starting on March 01, 2007.

Special Endeavours and Highlights
Gram Gadar Awards
The Gram Gadar Awards for 2005 were
distributed in a simple function organised by
CUTS CART at the residence of Panchayati Raj
Minister, Kaju Lal Gurjjar, on August 24, 2006.
The Minister congratulated the winners of the
award and also CUTS for establishing such an
award for the rural journalists. The following
people received the prize money of Rs 3,000
A view of the Gram Gadar Awrads function
along with a certificate from the Minister:
• Srawan Kumar Yadav (Rjasthan Patrika,
Jaipur) – Corruption
• Geeta Yadav (Media Chakra, Jaipur) – Violence against children
• Kumar Ajay (Dainik Bhaskar, Sikar) – Reforms in Agriculture
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Complaints Handling, Information and Advisory Services
During the year, the Consumer Information Cell (CIC), situated in the
CUTS CART office, handled a total of 61 main complaints in addition to
providing information and advisory services to a large number of
consumers through direct counselling and also through e-mails and
telephones. About 24 percent of the total cases handled/information
provided were related to the purchase of various goods, 35 percent were
related to unsatisfactory telephone/mobile/electricity services, 14 percent
to banking services, 9 percent to insurance services, 7 percent to housing
services, 5 percent to postal/courier services and 1.5 percent each were
related to medical services, bus services, provident fund and education.
In addition, information and materials about consumer protection were
provided by the CIC to a large number of people, including researchers
during the year. CUTS CART also provided comments on the draft text
prepared by National Council for Education, Research and Training
(NCERT) for inclusion in the curriculum. Comments were provided to the
Department of Consumer Affairs, Government of India, regarding the
Consumer Club Scheme.

Pre-budget Consultation with the Chief Minister
CUTS team participated in the pre-budget consultation with the Chief
Minister of Rajsathan and submitted her a note with several issues related
to the SCoRA, the effective implementation of the SCWF, power and the
role of consumers in the feeder reforms work, popularising VAT (making
it more attractive so that people develop the habit of taking bills from the
shops after purchasing. The submission quoted the example of the Kerala
Government initiative, to introduce lottery system in VAT, the effective
implementation of the RTI, proper infrastructure for the RTI Commission,
etc.

Exhibition on Road Safety
In connection with the completion of the three years of the present
Government in Rajasthan, the Department of Transport organised an
exhibition at the Jawahar Kala Kendra, Jaipur on December 13-15, 2006.
As per the invitation, CUTS put up a stall. The initiatives of CUTS on road
safety have been exhibited through photographs. After inaugurating, the
CM walked around the exhibition and visited CUTS stall. She studied it
for a while and appreciated CUTS’ efforts.

Painting Competition on the National Consumer Day
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CUTS, jointly with the Department of Ccompany Affaris, Government of
Rajasthan organised a drawing and painting competition for the school
children at the Jawahar Kala Kendra, Jaipur on Decemebr 22, 2006 to
observe the National Consumer Day. A large number of children from
various schools in Jaipur participated in the competition.
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CUTS Representation in State Advisory Committee of RERC
As the representative of CUTS, George Cheriyan, Associate Director,
CUTS, was appointed as a member of the State Advisory Committee of
the Rajasthan Electricity Regulatory Commission (RERC), w.e.f. March
13, 2007. CUTS has been a member of this Committee since January 02,
2000 when the RERC was established. The Commission is playing an
effective role in the development of the energy sector in the state. The
State Advisory Committee is advising the Commission on major questions
of policy, matters relating to quality, continuity and the extent of the
service provided, etc.

CUTS in the International Resource Team of the WBISD
Considering the experience and involvement of CUTS in the area of good
governance and social accountability, George Cheriyan, Associate
Director, CUTS, was included in the International Resource Team on
Social Accountability of the World Bank Institute on Sustainable
Development (WBISD), based in Washington DC, in January 2007. The
World Bank Institute (WBI) is the knowledge and learning arm of the
World Bank. In partnership with local training and research institutions,
it develops customised, multi-year capacity development programmes.
As part of the assignment with the WBI, George was in Sri Lanka for 10
days in February 2007 to oversee the training programmes organised by
the WBI

Working Group on Consumer Protection
The Planning Commission has set up a Working Group on Consumer
Protection, in the context of preparing the 11th Five-Year Plan, to get the
relevant inputs. Under the working group, the following subgroups were
constituted to work on various issues:
1. Subgroup on Quality Infrastructure;
2. Subgroup on Consumer Awareness and Education;
3. Subgroup on Consumer Protection and Redressal; and
4. Subgroup on Futures Market.
CUTS CART contributed to the preparation of the CUTS’ background
paper for the working group and actively participated in the sub-groups
on quality infrastructure and consumer awareness and provided inputs
and suggestions in finalising the reports of the respective groups.

Peer Review of International Budget Project (IBP)
The Centre on Budget and Policy Priorities, Washington DC, is working
on International Budget Project (IBP). The project aims to measure the
level of transparency in national budgetary processes in 60 countries.
The findings are based on a detailed questionnaire (122 questions) that
was filled out by research organisations working in these countries. The
questionnaire was to be further reviewed by the peer reviewers. CUTS
CART was entrusted with the responsibility of peer reviewing the
questionnaire in the context of India Budget. After examining all the
answers given by the research organisation, the observations were
communicated to the Centre on Budget and Policy Priorities, Washington
DC, on April 26, 2006.
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Campaign to Implement of Tiwari Committee Report
The Tiwari Committee was formed by the Rajasthan High Court, while
hearing a Public Interest Litigation (PIL), on the regular increase in the fee
structure of all the aided and non-aided schools in the state. The Committee
submitted its recommendation to the Court in December 2005, leaving
its implementation to the discretion of the State Government. Urging the
Government to implement the report soon, a post card campaign was
initiated by CUTS CART in April 2006.
Hundreds of post cards were sent to the Chief Minister by parents of
school-going children, urging the implementation of the recommendations.

Recommendations to the ARC
The Administrative Reforms Commission (ARC), Government of India,
convened a public hearing in the auditorium of the Indra Gandhi
Panchayati Raj Sansthan in Jaipur, on May 24, 2006, to elicit suggestions
for improving the delivery of services and reforming the administration.
The ARC covered all the areas of administration at the local, state and
national levels. M Veerappa Moily, Member of Parliament (MP) and former
Chief Minister, Karnataka, chaired the ARC. Vineeta Rai, Member
Secretary, and Jayaprakash Narayan, Member, ARC, were present, along
with the state-level officials, to gather suggestions from different groups
present in the hearing. CUTS CART made an appearance in the public
hearing and submitted suggestions for key administrative reforms that are
necessary at all the spheres of the administration in the country.

World Bank Appreciates CUTS’ Participation in PETS
‘CUTS has taken keen interest in this pilot and provided able leadership
to the project. The partnership with CUTS in this pilot project has been
fruitful and mutually beneficial,’ says a letter of appreciation dated
September 22, 2006, received from JVR Murty, Operations Analyst, Water
and Sanitation Programme for South Asia (WSP-SA), the World Bank, which
was responsible for overseeing the implementation of the project.

Outreach Activities
In addition to Gram Gadar, the following were the regular publications of
CUTS CART, which have been the main tools for outreach activities:
• Paanchwan Stambh (in Hindi); and
• Catalyst (E-newsletter in English).
In addition, the following article, research paper and study report were
published:
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• Article: Don’t Desert Dry Lands, Jaipur Live, Hindustan Times, June
06, 2006;

• Research Paper: ‘Enforcing Right to Food in India: Bottlenecks in

R
E
P
O
R
T

•

2006-2007

62

Delivering the Expected Outcomes”, United Nations University –World
Institute of Development Economics and Research (UNV-WIDER),
Helsinki, Finland, November 2006 (internet version); and
Study Report: ‘Rajasthan, India: An Assessment of the Mid-Day Meal
Scheme in Chittorgarh District’, in March 2007.

Advisory Committee Meeting
The third meeting of the Advisory Committee of CUTS CART was held at
3.00 pm on November 11, 2006, in the CUTS CART office. Dr Sharada
Jain, the new Chairperson of the Committee, chaired the meeting, while
seven members attended the meeting, which incuded: Justice VS Dave,
Dr (Ms) Anita Mathur, IC Shrivastava, PN Bhandari, Dr (Ms) Maya Tandon,
Dr CS Barla and Dr Kumkum Srivastava.
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Representations
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Date & Place

Events & Organiser

Issue/objective

Participant(s)

April 12, 2006,
Jaipur, India

One-day seminar on ‘Critical Issues of
Investment in Rajasthan’, organised by
Planning Commission, New Delhi, in
collaboration with the Institute of
Development Studies (IDS), Jaipur

Investment in
Rajasthan

• Predeep S Mehta
• KC Sharma

April 27, 2006,
Jaipur, India

Release of the Citizen’s Report on
‘Governance and Development’, by the
Governor of Rajasthan, organised by the
National Social Watch Centre (NSWC) and
the Rajasthan Social Watch

Governance and
development

• George Cheriayn

May 17-18, 2006,
Bangalore, India

Workshop on Business Initiative for Road
Safety Standards-Voluntary Code for
Conduct for Fleet Operators, organised by
Shell India Pvt Ltd and Global Road Safety
Partnership (GRSP)

Road safety

• Deepak Saxena

May 23, 2006,
New Delhi, India

2nd Civil Society Review Meeting of the
National Common Minimum Program
(CMP), organised by Wada Na Todo
Abhiyan (WNTA)

Governance

• George Cheriayn
• RK Sharma

May 31, 2006,
New Delhi, India

National workshop on “Strategies for
Effective Implementation of the Tobacco
Control Law”, organised by VOICE, Delhi,
in collaboration with Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, GoI, and the WHO

Tobacco Control
Law

• George Cheriyan
• Deepak Saxena

June 9, 2006,
Jaipur, India

One-day strategy consultation meeting to
gather ideas in the areas of health,
education and livelihoods, organised by
World Vision of India

Health, Education &
Livelihoods

• George Cheriyan
• Dharmendra
Chaturvedi

July 31, 2006,
New Delhi, India

Subgroup meeting on quality infrastructure,
under the working group on Consumer
Protection of the Planning Commission,
organised by the Bureau of Indian Standards
(BIS)

Quality infrastructure • George Cheriyan

August 3, 2006,
New Delhi, India

Subgroup meeting on consumer education
and awareness, organised by the
Department of Consumer Affairs (DoCA),
Government of India

Consumer awareness • George Cheriyan
• Mani Lamba

August 29-30, 2006,
Jaipur, India

State-level consultation on ‘Prioritising
Women and Children in the 11th Five-Year
Plan’, organised jointly by UNICEF, in
collaboration with Department of Women
and Child Development (Government of
Rajasthan), Department of Planning and
Rajasthan Institute of Public Administration

Women and children • George Cheriyan
• RK Sharma

September 10, 2006,
Jaipur, India

‘Executive Development Programme’,
organised for officers of REIL (Rajasthan
Electronics and Instrumentation Ltd.), by the
Management Development Academy

Consumer protection

• Deepak Saxena

Date & Place

Events & Organiser

October 13-15, 2006,
New Delhi, India

National convention on “One Year of
RTI”, organised by the Central Information
Commission (CIC)

October 31, 2006,
Jaipur, India

Issue/objective

Participant(s)

Right to information

• George Cheriyan

10th Anniversary of Dr. M.N. Tandon
Memorial Chariatable Trust and function
to facilitate the Trust on receipt of 4th
National Road Safety Award

Road safety

• George Cheriyan
• Deepak Saxena

November 10, 2006,
Jaipur, India

One-day seminar on ‘Participatory and
Democratic Governance’, organised in
connection with the 25th anniversary of
Participatory Research in Asia (PRIA)

Democratic
governance

• George Cheriyan
• RK Sharma

November 19, 2006
Jaipur, India

World Day of Remembrance for Road
Crash Victims, to give appropriate
acknowledgement for victims of road
traffic crashes and their families, organised
by MN Tandon Charitable Trust

Road safety

• Deepak Saxena

February 15, 2007,
Jaipur, India

Workshop on Community NGO Public
Private Partnership (CNPPP), organised by
Rajasthan Mission on Livelihoods (RMoL)
and ARAVALI, Jaipur

Livelihoods

• RK Sharma

February 26-27, 2007,
new Delhi, India

Two-day interactive workshop for Regional Environmental
Resource Agencies (RRAs) was held in
awareness
New Delhi on 26-27 February 2007,
organised by the Ministry of Environment
and Forests, Government of India

• George Cheriyan

March 13-14, 2007,
Hyderabad, India

Workshop on ‘Application of Social
Accountability (SAc) Mechanism in
Community Driven Development and
Decentralisation Programmes in South
Asia’, jointly organised by the World Bank
and the Centre for Good Governance,
Hyderabad

Social accountability

• George Cheriyan
• RK Sharma

March 15, 2007,
Jaipur, India

Workshop organised by CANS, jointly
with the Department of Consumer Affairs,
GoR, in connection with the World
Consumer Affairs Day (WCRD)

Consumer rights

• Deepak Saxena

March 22-23, 2007,
Bangalore, India

Two-day workshop on ‘NGO-Business
Engagement in India’, organised by
‘Partners in Change’s in partnership with
Oxfam Novib, The Netherlands

Corporate social
responsibility

• George Cheriyan
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Associations/Affiliations
• CUTS CART is a member of the International Resource Team on Social
Accountability of the WBISD, Washington DC.

• It continued on the steering committee of the Voice & Client Power
Programme (VCPP) of the World Bank.

• It is an active member of the South Asia Social Accountability Network
(SASANet) of the World Bank.

• It is a member of the Task Force of the European Commission (EC)Rajasthan State Partnership Programme (SPP) on the water sector.

• It is part of South Asia Youth Environment Network (SAYEN).
• It continues to be a member of the Advisory Committee of Budget
Analysis Rajasthan Centre-BARC, Jaipur.

• It is a member of the State and National Coalitions on MDGs.
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CUTS Human Resource Centre (CHD)

U

nder the policy of working at the grassroots, CUTS Centre for
Human Development (CUTS CHD) was established in 1991, in
Senti village of Chittorgarh, for raising the living standards of the
people, especially women, neglected, deprived and weaker sections of
the society. In addition, the CUTS CHD has been working as an innovative
Centre. The mission of the Centre is:
“To be an innovative centre for strategic interventions to raise the living
standards of people”
Chairman M L Mehta, Former Chief Secretary, Government of Rajasthan
Members

Amit Choudhary
Centre Coordinator

Madan Giri
Goswami
Senior Field
Officer

Usha Jumani, Jumani Foundation, Ahmedabad
Neelam Khaitan, Chief Executive, Seva Mandir, Udaipur
Indu Capoor, Director, CHETNA, Ahmedabad
B S Tanwar, Chief Engineer (Retd.), Haryana
B L Sisodia, Senior Advocate-cum-Social Worker, Chittorgarh
I M Sethiya, Senior Chartered Accountant, Chittorgarh
Dr Barun Kanjilal, Dean, International Institute of Hotel
Management Research (IIHMR), Jaipur
M S Rathore, IDS, Jaipur
Anil Kumar Singh, Chief Executive, NEED, Lucknow

Programme Areas of the Centre
• Empowerment
• Natural Resources Management
• Reproduction and Child Health
• Good Governance
Projects and Programmes
• Hamara Manch – Rural Girl’s Empowerment Programme (RGEP)
• Self-Help Group and Bank Linkages Project
• Universal Birth Registration (UBR)
• Chayan Youth Intervention – Towards a Pleasant Future
• Reproduction and Child Health, Nutrition and Aids (RACHNA)
• Mother NGO Programme
• Early Marriages and Premature Pregnancy
• Land and Water Management Leading towards Biodiversity
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Hamara Manch – Rural Girl’s Empowerment Programme
(RGEP)
This project, being supported by Save the Children, (UK), was implemented
in 45 villages – 36 villages of five panchayats samities of Chittorgarh
district and 9 villages of one panchayat samiti of Bhilwara district.
Under this programme, Bal Panchayat Meetings, Bal Sammelan and social
justice and development samiti meetings on weekly and monthly basis,
chaupal meetings, school discussions, advocacy and networking
workshops on violence against girl child, girl child school enrollement
celebrations and capacity building workshops on social justice and
community development etc., were organised. Through these activities,
efforts were made to enhance awareness towards child’s rights and mitigate
violence against girls. The objectives of the projects include:
• to reduce violence against girls and women in the society by forming
a network of stakeholders;
• to analyse socio-economic causes and consequences of violence against
girls and women and its impact on the society; and
• to create awareness against social inequality, gender discrimination
against girls, so as to protect their rights.
Impacts of the Project

• Working capacity of 45 Bal Panchayats increased
• About 45 village-level social justice and development committees are
creatively working.

• Almost 149 children, including 77 boys and 70 girls got enrollment in
schools under the girl child education campaign.

• Plantation campaign was carried out in religious and public places
with the support of local schools of 40 villages.

• Girls understood the different aspects of violence against them and
protest to against it.

• Understanding of girls against the abortion of female foetus enhanced.
• Children as well as the community were made aware of the rights of
children.

• People started talking about stopping the child marriage.
• Other organisations adopted the Bal Panchayat model created by
CUTS.

Advocacy & Networking

• During July-September 2006, the Centre organised a total of 209 Bal
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Panchayat meetings (children meetings), 90 Bal Sabhas and 62 social
justice and development samiti meetings on weekly and monthly basis.
These meetings discussed the activities related to the girl child
education motivation campaign, especially the environment awareness
plantation campaign 2006, initiated every year in July and August to
promote girl child education.
The Centre organised a one-day workshop on the role of voluntary
organisations at Chittorgarh, on September 10, 2006 in which 26
representatives from 14 voluntary organisations participated. The
participants raised concerns over the growing violence against the girl
child and the adverse gender ratio and pledged to give this a leading
priority in their work activities. They would also have a direct dialogue
with the community on this matter to make it a campaign.
The Centre organised two-day Bal Sammelans at Chittorgarh, Rajasthan,
on September 16-17, 2006. Narpat Singh Rajvi, Minister for Industries,
Government of Rajasthan inaugurated the Sammelan. The meeting

•

discussed the role of Bal panchayats in reducing violence
against the girl child. A plan of action was prepared by Bal
panchayats to organise a number of events including
awareness rallies, slogan writing and debates with children,
people’s representatives, heads of the community and villagelevel community organisations. An awareness generating
rally was also organised in which participants raised slogans
on violence against the girl child to create awareness among
the people to prevent child marriages and abortion of female
foetus.
A campaign for ‘Girl Child School Enrollment and Education
Promotion Programme’ in Chittorgarh and Bhilwara districts
of Rajasthan, from July 01-15, 2006. First, the identification
of girls, who were denied school education was carried out
Narpat Singh Rajvi speaking at the Bal Sammelan
followed by direct contact with the parents and guardians.
held at Chittorgarh
Due to this campaign, a total of 147 children in Chittorgarh
and Bhilwara districts were enrolled in the schools, including
77 girls and 70 boys. In addition, committees consisting of social
workers, peoples’ representatives, teachers and community leaders
were formed to take care of retention of the enrolled students.

Self Help Groups and Bank Linkages Project
With support from National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development
(NABARD), Self-Help Groups (SHGs) and Bank Linkages Project was
implemented in Mandalgarh and Banera Panchayat Samities of Bhilwara
district. The project aimed at empowering women from the poor and
marginalised sections of the society through easy access to loans from the
banks, so that they could achieve better living standard and social status.
It also intended to making them self-reliant through generating savings
for the future.
During the period, in the Banera Panchayat Samiti, 101 SHGs were formed
so far with which 1171 men and women got associated. So far, Rs 8,76,130
(US$22,252.62) was saved. Total 101 SHGs got associated with various
banks and received loans to the tune of Rs 16,36,000 (US$41,545.62).
During the period, in the Mandalgarh Panchayat Samiti, 101 SHGs were
formed so far with which 1105 men and women got associated. So far, Rs
7,40,520 (US$18,808.30) was saved. Total 101 SHGs got associated with
various banks and received loans to the tune of Rs 10,01,500
(US$25,436.87).
Advocacy & Networking
• CUTS CHD has formed 200 SHGs and finished loan linkages of 202
SHGs with local banks. The meeting of Project Implementation &
Monitoring Committee was held at NABARD Bhilwara office, on
January 23, 2007. Five committee members were present during the
meeting. All members unanimously endorsed the progress of the work
and approved third and fourth installment. The last installment will be
paid by March 2007 end. A new proposal on formation of 400 SHGs
was submitted to NABARD. The submission of new proposals related
to SHGs capacity building and training on livelihood opportunities
were also discussed.
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• During October-December 2006, the Centre helped in connecting 26

•

SHGs of Bhilwara in income generating activities by assisting them in
receiving bank loans. In addition, it helped other SHGs to submit their
forms in the banks. The Centre organised a one-day training workshop
of SHGs officials at Banera district, Bhilwara in which 40 members of
13 SHGs received training.
A meeting of ‘Project Implementation & Monitoring Committee’ under
the project was organised at Bhilwara, on September 05, 2006. The
bank officials present in the meeting promised to help SHGs in getting
loans from the banks. In the panchayat samiti Mandalgarh, the bank
accounts of 100 SHGs have already been opened in various banks,
out of which 21 SHGs were assisted to get bank loans of about Rs
1,99,000 (US$4,402). Further, 27 applications were submitted to
different banks of other SHGs, which are under consideration.

Universal Birth Registration (UBR)
The Centre, with support of Plan India and Indian Institute of Health
Management and Research (IIHMR), Jaipur, implemented Universal Birth
Registration (UBR) project in the Banera panchayat samiti and Mandalgarh
and Suwan Panchayat Samities of Bhilwara district. Under the
implementation activities, socio-cultural awareness programmes for the
community, birth registration awareness chaupal meetings, slogan writing,
capacity building workshops for people associated with project in addition
to establishing contacts with officials related to birth registration mechanism
etc., were organised.
Advocacy & Networking

• A total of 228 birth registration was ensured in the month of June 2006

and birth registration certificates of 182 children were distributed.
Through the programme, CUTS CHD aims to ensure 100 percent birth
registration in the villages. In the chaupal meetings, CUTS’ staff
informed the village people, especially the farmers and women as to
why the birth registration of each and every child was necessary,
explaining the procedures to accomplish the same. They answered to
the simple questions of the women and elderly people who wanted to
know the benefits of birth registration.

Chayan Youth Intervention Project towards Pleasant Future
This project was implemented under the Reproduction and Child Health
Programme. With support from CARE India, the Centre implemented
Chayan Youth Intervention project with youths between age group of 1524 in six Kachchi Bastis of Bhilwara city.
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Under the project, the implementation activities included: management
of youth centres; peer educator meetings; stakeholders and guardian
meetings; cultural programmes and film shows; training and educational
trips; sports competition; painting and myrtle art competitions; nodal
teachers meetings; and school-based friendly meetings were organised.
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Through the programme, CUTS CHD aims to ensure 100 percent birth
registration in the villages. In the chaupal meetings, CUTS’ staff
informed the village people, especially the farmers and women absent
the birth registration procedure. They answered to the simple questions
of the women and elderly people who wanted to know the benefits of
birth registration.
The Centre, in association with CARE India organised Yuva Sammelan
at Bhilwara, on August 04, 2006, in which about 200 stakeholders
participated, including workers and youths of 26 Anganwadi, Harijan
Basti, Ambedkar Colony, Kawankhera, Dadabari, Kollipara, Tilak Nagar
etc. The objective of the sammelan was to share the problems,
bottlenecks and learning experiences, including the possible solution
among various old and new youth workers.

Reproduction and Child Health, Nutrition and Aids
Programme (RACHNA)
The Centre, with the support from CARE India, implemented ‘Maternal
and Child Health, Nutrition and Aids (RACHNA)’ programme in Banera,
Mandalgarh and Suwana Panchayat Samities of Bhilwara district. The
programme aimed at bringing about the lasting improvement in the health
and nutrition of women and child and reducing the death rate of mother
and child. The implementation activities included: networking with
communities and organisations; observation of Anganwadi centres;
organisation of important days like mother day, child day, health day;
making contacts with household families and social awareness; and
organisation of cultural programmes.
Advocacy & Networking
Under the programme, quality health services to mother and child have
been provided at Anganwadi centres. The Centre managed to assess 164
Anganwadi centres and organised 40 meetings of mother and child day.
Besides, it also facilitated cross visits of weaker Anganwadi centres to the
stronger Anganwadi centres and vice versa, chaupal meetings, fortnightly
get together, and meetings with workers. Because of these Integrated Child
Development Scheme (ICDS) efforts, Anganwadi centres at Banera,
Mandalgarh and Suwan villages started opening on time, scheduled
meetings as per the agenda, performed timely organisation of mother and
child health and nutrition programme, started monitoring proper records
of Anganwadi centres and brought changes in the behaviours of men and
women.

Mother NGO Programme
CUTS has been selected as the Mother NGO (MNGO) for Chittorgarh
and Bhilwara districts of Rajasthan under the ‘Reproductive and Child
Health (RCH)’ scheme of the Department of Health and Family Welfare,
Government of India. CUTS CHD has been selected as the Mother NGO
in the district.
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Chittorgarh District
In Chittorgarh, the field survey has been completed with
the help of three field NGOs like HELP, VIKASH and
Arunodaya. A two-day’s field NGOs FNGOs workshop
was organised by the Centre on project proposal
development. The workshop was conducted jointly with
UPKAR Sansthan, the Alwar based NGO working in
Sawai Madhopur as a Mother NGO. Two
representatives each from HELP, Vikash and Arunodaya
(FNGOs of CHD) and Sewa-Shayog Sansthan, Samajik
Arthik Vikas Samiti, Prayas, Samya Gram Vikas Sikshan
Sansthan (FNGOs of UPKAR) attended the training
programme. Madan Lal Keer, Manoj Kumar Dixit,
Devendra Kumar Paliwal, Seema Yagnik and Amit
CUTS Staff at a Project Proposal Meeting of
Chowdhury from CHD, and Santosh Bhargav and Shiv
FNGOs at Chittorgrah
Ram from UPKAR attended the training programme as
resource persons. After identifying the problems from
the field survey data, FNGOs submitted their proposals to CHD.
Bhilwara District
CUTS CHD has been selected as Mother NGO for implementing the
schemes in Bhilwara district. The objectives of the programme include:
information dissemination on reproductive and child health issues in
project areas; capacity building of institutions and enhancing their capacity
at state, district and local level; and advocacy and enhance awareness
level. In Bhilwara, the project will be implemented with the help of threefour field NGOs (FNGOs), which would be selected by CHD. The duration
of the project is for three years with the possible extension of two more
years. The Induction Training programme was organised by Voluntary
Health Association of India (VHAI), New Delhi on January 15-16, 2007
at New Delhi.

Early Marriages and Premature Pregnancy
CUTS CHD, in association with Umang Dhauran Reen and Centre for
Health, Education, Training and Nutrition Awareness (CHETNA),
Ahmedabad, organised various activities on the theme, ‘Early Marriages
and Premature Pregnancy’ in the Banera Panchayat Samiti of Bhilwara
district in August and September 2006. The objectives of these activities
were to generate social awareness on the issue. The activities included
youth sammelans, awareness meetings with SHGs, community leaders
to make them aware of the dangers of early marriages and premature
pregnancy, slogan writing and other cultural programmes etc.
Research & Publications
Under the activities, CUTS CHD also brought out a brochure,
‘Jago re jago, sab jago’, which was sent to Umang Dhauran
Reen Network, Ajmer and CHETNA, Ahmedabad.
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A youth making pledge to prevent early marriages
at the World Youth Day

Advocacy & Networking
•
Under the Srijan programme and with the support from
Umang Dhaura Reen, World Youth Day was organised on
the theme, ‘The role of Youth in Early Marriages and Premature
Pregnancy’ in Bhilwara, on August 12, 2006. The speakers
provided information on the adverse effects of early marriages

and premature pregnancy on the young generation (both boys and
girls), including its legal provisions. On this occasion, the local youths
pledged that they would not only prevent early marriages but also
convince others to eschew it. The World Youth Day celebration helped
in reaching out to the youth with a purposeful message.

Land and Water Management Leading towards Biodiversity
Conservation
This project was implemented with the support of Centre for Environment
Education (CEE), Ahmedabad, in Pemdiyakhera village of Nimbahera
panchayat samiti of Chittorgarh district. The objective of this participatory
project is to encourage and contribute to the conservation and
enhancement of biodiversity by the community through land
and water management.
Advocacy & Networking
With an aim to present and share the experiences with
people’s representatives, district officials and the people
associated with ‘Land and Water Management’, the Centre
organised a two-day samvaad workshop at Chittorgarh, on
August 21-22, 2006. In the samvaad, group discussions/
panel discussions were organised and personal experiences
were shared. Through a puppet show, presentation on the
related topics on environment conservation and importance
of water and its conservation was communicated to the
participants.
Stakeholders at the Samvaad Workshop
held at Chittorgarh

Mother NGO Programme
CUTS International with the support of Ministry of
Environment and Forests, Government of India organised various
awareness programmes like rally, seminar and essay competition under
the NEAC on the theme: ‘Solid Waste Material Management’. Vermi
Compost pit was also prepared as a part of the physical work under the
programme.
Advocacy & Networking
Awareness Rally
An Awareness rally was organised jointly by CUTS CHD and Chitragupt
Middle School, on March 13, 2007. The rally started from the campus of
CUTS CHD and passed through Purani Aabadi Senti, Madhuban Colony,
Math Marg and then returned back to the Centre. In the rally, wooden
plates with slogans were used to generate awareness among the people
about solid waste material management. About 35 students of Chitragupt
School participated in the rally.
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Essay Competition
An essay competition on the theme, ‘Solid Waste Material’ was organised
at the Centre on the same day, in which 35 students of Chitragupt School
participated. Raichal Rajan, Maya Gurjar and Komal Dhobhi got first,
second and third position respectively. They were given prizes by
Rajeshwari Meena, Pradhan, Panchayat Samiti; Vimla Sethia, Member of
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State Consumer Protection Commission; and G P Bohra, District Supply
Officer Chittorgarh.
Seminar
A seminar was organised on the theme, ‘Solid Waste Material’ at the
premises of the Centre, on March 13, 2007. Participants present in the
seminar included representatives of District NGOs (DNGOs) of Chittorgarh
and three students from a local school. Ratan Lal Khateek, as a resource
person in the seminar, elucidated the composition of Vermi Compost and
better means of solid waste management. He suggested solution for better
management of open garabages and kitchen waste materials through Vermi
Compost pit. Dinesh Joshi from Anubhooti Seera Sansthan stated that
apart from the available resources, a person could easily carry on better
management of waste materials. While providing information about
environmental pollution caused by plastic bags, he stated that plastic bags
are a big issue.
Vermi Compost Pit
A Vermi Compost pit was built in the CUTS CHD
campus as a part of physical work of National Rural
Empowerment Programme (NREP). Under the
supervision of Ratan Lal Khateek, Scientist, Krishi
Vigyan Kendra, Vermi Compost would be prepared
from the cow dung. The pit is for demonstration
purpose. Once vermi compost is ready, people will
be shown and encouraged to use it instead of
chemical fertilisers.

Other Important Events
A view of Vermi Compost pit being constructed
at the CUTS CHD campus

World No Tobacco Day

On the occasion to mark the World No Tobacco
Day, CUTS CHD organised a seminar at the Centre
on May 31, 2006, under the chairmanship of PN Khandelwal. The seminar
aimed to discourage the use of tobacco in any form by showing its illeffects. PN Khandelwal informed the audience that tobacco use is one
out of the five leading causes of death and one out of every 10 young
men is addicted to tobacco. Thus, people were requested not to use
tobacco and also discourage others.

World Environment Day
On the occasion of World Environment Day, the Centre along with
Environment Managing Committee, Pemadiya, Nimbahera, initiated a
forest visit and tree protection commitment. To actualise it, a team visited
the nearby forest and observed the biodiversity and pledged for protection
and afforestation by tying a cord round the trees. In addition, awareness
rallies and seminars were organised by Bal Panchayats, SHGs and
consumer information centres to mark the occasion.
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To mark the World Food Day, CUTS CHD, jointly with District Supply
Office, Chittorgarh organised a seminar on “Investment in Agriculture for
Food Security’’ at the Centre, on October 16, 2006. In his welcome
address, JP Bohra, the District Supply Officer, Chittorgarh opined that

India is an agricultural country and there is an urgent
need for investment in this sector in order to enhance
food production. He further said that India needs to focus
on both quantity and quality in terms of food production,
including protection to the farmers so that the possibility
of greater investment could be realised. He called upon
the NABARD to come forward for providing investment
in the agriculture sector.

National Consumers Day
To mark the National Consumer Day, CUTS CHD, jointly
with District Supply Office, Chittorgarh, organised a
A view of the World Food Day Seminar
seminar on “Empowerment of Consumers – Assert Rights,
held at Chittorgarh
Pursue Remedies” at the Centre, on December 24, 2006.
PL Agarwal, the District Collector, Chittorgarh was the
chief guest in the seminar, while Rajeshwari Meena, Pradhan Panchayat
Samiti, Chittorgarh and Mohan Lal Tailor, President, District Consumer
Forum were the special guest and the president of the seminar respectively.
Throwing light on the practical aspects of the Consumer Protection Act,
1986, participants were of the view that there should be
control on the prices of goods. The retailers should be
asked to mention both – maximum and minimum prices
on the goods. There is a need for sustained educational
campaign to create awareness among the consumers for
their rights.

World Women Day
On the occasion of the World Women day, a districtlevel workshop on the theme ‘Collective Initiative for
the Achievement of Millennium Development Goals’
in partnership with DNGOs Hindustan Zinc, Aditya Jan
B L Paliwal speaking at the World Women
Sewa Trust, Rajasthan Patrika, Dainik Bhaskar and
Day at Chittorgrah
Dainik Navjyoti was organised at CUTS CHD, on March
08, 2007. Among the special dignitaries were BL Paliwal,
retired Additional District Collector (Retd.) and Consultant, Rural Nonfarm Development Agency (RUDA); G S Ranawat, Director, Hindustan
Zinc Smelter; Rajeshwari Meena, Pradhan Panchayat
Samiti; and Mahendra Kunwar, Sarpanch, Gram Panchayat.
Participants in the workshop expressed concern over the
violence against women and felt the need for girl education
and women to be self-reliant.
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World Consumers Rights Day
To commemorate the World Consumer Rights Day, CUTS
CHD, jointly with District Supply Office, Chittorgarh
organised a seminar on ‘Empowerment of Consumers –
Assert Rights, Pursue Remedies’ at Chittorgarh, on March
15, 2007. PL Agarwal, the District Collector, Chittorgarh,
while stressing the need for empowerment of poor and
incapable consumers, informed the participants about the
consumer empowerment programme being implemented
by the District Supply Office, Chittorgarh.
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Representations
Participant (s)

Date & Venue

Event

Issue

March 09-11, 2007
Udaipur, India

Training programme

Protection of children from child • Amit Chowdhury
marriage and cild sexual abuse
• Manoj Doxit

December 28, 2006
Chittorgarh, India

Meeting

Road safety

• Madan Lal Keer
• Manoj Dixit

Novermber 22-24,
2006, Jaipur, India

Training of trainers
programme

Family welfare scheme

• Madan Lal Keer

October 11, 2006
Jaipur, India

State lavel workshop

GRANITE

• Madan Giri Goswami

September 19, 2006
Jaipur, India

Mother NGO Meeting

Women and children health

• Madan Giri Goswami

August 25-27, 2006
Bharatpur & Barmer

Outreach meeting

GRANITE

• Madan Giri Goswami

July 01, 2006
Sri Ganganagar, India

Training workshop

Women and children health
problems

• Seema Yagnik

June 29, 2006
Bhilwara

Public hearing

Environmental security against
the pollution caused by
Hindustan Zinc Limited

• Madan Giri Goswami

June 12-14, 2006
Jaisalmer, India

Partners meeting

Problems and experiences under • Dhanna Singh Rawat
the UBR project

May 22, 2006
Jaipur, India

Planning meeting

Organising mother NGO

• Dhanna Singh Rawat

April 03-07, 2006
Ahmedabad, India

Planning meeting

Safe motherhood

• Madan Lal Keer

The Future Course of Action
• Strengthening relationship with funding organisations like Save the
Children, CARE India, NABARD etc., that can sponsor projects.

• Increase in geographical area in terms of project implementation in
Bhilwara and Chittorgarh district.

• Networking with organisations working on the issue of child rights at
the state level.

• Active participation of the centre in various committees and laisioning
with administrative authorities at the district level.
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International level forums viz. National Child Parliament, National
Youth Consultation forum, Women Power Connect etc.
Strengthen consumer resource centres.
Develop a model for SHGs projects.
Documenting CHD works and publish materials.
Capacity building of grassroots level NGOs and enhance their capacity
to fight against social ills.
Organise training for the representatives of PRIs, village women, NGOs,
government functionaries and representatives of consumer resource
centres on empowerment, consumer related issues, health & sanitation,
mother and child health and natural resource management.

CUTS Calcutta Resource Centre (CRC)

C

UTS Calcutta Resource Centre (CUTS CRC), earlier known as
Calcutta Centre of CUTS, has been operational since 1987. It started
working in the area of consumer protection. The centre is working
on a wide range of issues on international trade, economics, competition
culture, protecting farmers’ rights etc., in association with CUTS CITEE,
Jaipur and other Centres of CUTS.

Keya Ghosh
Adviser

The mission of the centre is:
”To work in association with other CUTS Centres to ensure consumer
sovereignty and economic equality within and across borders”

Functional Areas
• Grassroots Economic Development
• Health
• Safety Watch
Projects and Programmes
• Farmers’ Rights Programme (FRP –Phase II)
• GRANITE
• Knowledge Infrastructure between Counterparts (KIC0
• Medicine Pricing Project
• Dialect between Agriculture and Industry in West Bengal
• Mainstreaming International Trade into National Development Strategy

NK Sinha
Office
Manager

Jayeeta Sarkar
Assitant
Programme
Officer

Arnab
Ganguly
Research
Associate

Farmers’ Rights Programme (FRP –Phase II)
CUTS CRC implemented the entitled, Farmers Rights to Livelihood PhaseII. This was a three year (2004-07) research and advocacy project aimed
to study the impact of the WTO Agreements on the livelihood of farmers
in the Himalaya/Hindukush region of India. The Phase-II focused on the
issues of Access and Benefit-sharing (ABS) and Prior Informed Consent
(PIC), including farmers participation in the decision making process. The
project intended to create a system of sustainable agriculture by ensuring
justified property rights on the farm resources and traditional knowledge
(TK).
Activities
Under the project, a research study was conducted
on “Commercialisation of Traditional Knowledge and
Benefit Sharing” especially in the Garhwal region of
Uttaranchal by Dr Ghayur Alam. The study included
extensive field surveys to identify a number of case
studies. The final report on the second year research
report entitled, Commercialisation of Tradition
Knowledge”
and
the
briefing
paper
“Commercialisation of Traditional Knowledge” have
been prepared and sent to South Asia Watch on Trade,
Economics & Environment (SAWTEE), Kathmandu for
comments.
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A view of the workshop on Benefit Sharing and Prior
Informed Consent held in Uttarkashi
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Outreach meetings were conducted at Uttar Kashi and Pouri Gharwal in
Uttaranchal respectively. A good number of participation was there from
the farming communities. In both the meetings, CUTS CRC circulated the
Hindi version of the Seeds Bill, 2004, highlighting its main points. The
Khasi version has been printed and already in circulation.
Advocacy Workshops and Networking
• A workshop was organised by CUTS CRC and Himalaya Paryavaran
Jadi-Buti Agro Sansthan, Uttarkashi on May 19, 2006 on “Benefit
Sharing & Prior Informed Consent” at Himalaya Bhagirathi Ashram,
Matli. About 36 participants comprising various stakeholders including
NGO professionals and the farmers along with farmers’ organisations
actively took part in the workshop. The farmers explained issues related
to the importance of agro-bio-diversity in the livelihood of mountain
communities, importance of TK and indigenous ways of preserving
seeds etc. Farmers vehemently opposed the Seeds Bill, 2004. They
were of the opinion that farmers living in the interiors can not apply
for registration for each and every seed. Nor can they judge the quality
of seeds that the multi-national corporations (MNCs) are providing. It
was also felt that many policies of the government are unsuccessful
mainly because of problem at the stage of implementation. Officials
are ignorant of the problems, and coupled with corruption, a huge
barrier for proper utilisation of funds exists.
• Another workshop was organised by Consumer CUTS CRC, in support
with Institute for Development Support, on May 21, 2006 on “Benefit
Sharing & Prior Informed Consent” at Lwali,
Pouri Gharwal. Around 46 participants
comprising various stakeholders including
NGO professionals and the farmers along with
farmers’ organisations actively took part in the
workshop. Valuable contribution of farmers’
from Lwali and NGOs working with local
communities helped to cull out quite pertinent
and relevant recommendations from the
meeting. The farmers explained issues related
to impact of WTO agreements on farmers’ rights
to livelihood, the important of agro-bio-diversity
in the livelihood of mountain communities,
importance of TK and indigenous ways of
preserving seeds etc. The NGOs working with
local communities exchanged their views and
brought to the fore the problems which is
actually being faced by various stakeholders
A view of the outreach meeting on Benefit Sharing and Prior
while implementing the benefit sharing
Informed Consent held at Pouri Gharwal
mechanism.
• In an attempt to advocate the outcomes of the research report and
outreach meetings before the government policy makers, CUTS CRC
organised an advocacy workshop under the project on December 14,
2006, at Shillong, jointly with Centre for Environmental Studies, North
Eastern Hill University. Around 15 participants attended the workshop
from different NGOs, media, and government departments of Shillong.
The objective was to discuss the project activities and the status of
implementation of different government legislations in the region. This
was to act as a tool to evaluate community contribution and necessity
of formation of State Biodiversity Boards and Biodiversity Management
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Committees. The outcomes and relevant recommendations were taken
to the national level meeting for further advocacy.

Grassroots Reachout and Networking in India on Trade &
Economics (GRANITE)
As a project partner, the Centre has been implementing a two-year project
entitled, GRANITE in partnership with CSOs in West Bengal since 2005.
The project was implemented in eight Indian states, viz. Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, Maharashtra, Orissa, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh
and West Bengal with the support from the, NORAD and Novib Oxfam,
The Netherlands. The overall purpose of the project is to gather people’s
perceptions on globalisation and the WTO issues, with special emphasis
on the impact of globalisation on agriculture and T& C.
Activities
The GRANITE team worked on seeking information about the latest
development taking place regarding the formation of WTO Cell in West
Bengal. Three outreach meetings under GRANITE Phase-I were organised,
one each at Malda, Purulia, and Aliporeduar. The CSOs from the above
mentioned districts of West Bengal also participated in these meetings.
In Malda the outreach meeting was organised in association with Chachol
Jana Kalyan Samity. The local government official as well as local media
were invited to bring the CSO representatives from the adjacent districts
to these meetings. The GRANITE evaluation questionnaire was filled up
and sent to the evaluation team.
At Aliporeduar, an outreach meeting with Aliporeduar Consumers’
Protection Society was organised on 14 October, 2006. Around 40
participants along with the Agricultural Development Officer (ADO) of
Alipurduar attended the workshop.
Purulia outreach was organised on September 07, 2006 at Jhalda in
association with PRADAN.
Workshop and Seminar
• The Final State Level Workshop was
organised at Siliguri on November 6 2006,
jointly with Siliguri Municipal Corporation
Consumer Welfare Organisation. Around 58
participants participated in the workshop and
expressed their concerns. The objectives of
the Final State Level Workshop were to: i)
provide a platform to the direct and indirect
stakeholders of agriculture and textile fields
in West Bengal; ii) discuss their livelihood
concerns discuss the project activities under
GRANITE; and iii)collect their feedback on
the project & its future.

• The National Seminar on Globalisation and
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A view of the Final State Level GRANITE

workshop held at Siliguri
India: Voices from the Ground was organised
from December 18-19, 2006 at Lucknow.
Priyanka Dutta and Debottam Chakraborty participated in the seminar
from CRC. The main objective of the seminar was to deliberate and
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share experiences in generating awareness on the trade-development
linkages in different parts of India exploring the successes and nonsuccesses and what next to develop appropriate pro-poor policy
responses.

• Agricultural Workshop-cum Krishi Mela held at village Balia

A view of the Agricultural
Workshop-cum-Krishi Mela

from December 30, 2006 to January 01, 2007. Balia Bio-Agro
Mission organised a three-day Agricultural Workshop-cum
Krishi Mela in the village from December 30, 2006 to January
01, 2007. Nadia Krishi Vigyan Kendra, a wing of Indian Council
and Agricultural Research (ICAR) actively took part in this annual
programme of Balia Bio-Agro Mission. CUTS CRC also
participated actively in the second day of the fair as the Mission
is their partner in various projects like GRANITE, Knowledge
Infrastructure with and between Counterparts (KIC). CUTS CRC
used this platform to spread the message of alternative farming
through a skit performance (Globalization of Agriculture) on
the stage. The staffs of CUTS CRC also conducted a game show
to explain the demand and scope of organic farming in the
overseas market. The central idea behind both these events, i.e. the
game show and the skit was to put forward before the farmers the
scopes and advantages of globalisation for agricultural sector of the
country.

Knowledge Infrastructure between Counterparts (KIC)
Project
Documenting Advocacy Practices involving Local Stakeholders with the
Process of Trade and Globalisation in Four Indian State - The immediate
objective of the project was to document advocacy practices
with local level stakeholders (government officials, farmers/
farmer organisations, NGOs) on issues relating to
globalisation and trade. The long-term objective is to
document useful tools for advocacy by looking at what works
and what does not work. The project has been assigned to
CUTS CRC. The duration of the project is three months.
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The inception workshop of this project was done at Jaipur
on September 9, 2006. Priyanka Dutta participated in the
meeting from CUTS CRC. Prof. Indranil Bose, Head,
Department of Political Science, executed this project in West
Bengal in coordination with CRC. He also participated in the
meeting at Jaipur. Apart from that other stakeholders like Mr.
Anupam Paul, Agricultural Training Officer, Government of
West Bengal (representative of bureaucrats), Tarun Bhaduri,
L-R: Keya Ghosh, Bipul Chatterjee and Jayanta
Honorary Secretary, Balia Bio-Agro Mission (NGO
Basu at the roundtable held in Kolkata
representative) and Anshuman Das, DRCSC (representative
of farmers organisation) participated in the meeting from West
Bengal. The specific tasks assigned under the project were:
• Prof. Indranil Bose visited the field and interacted with the GRANITE
partners to select case studies on October 12, 2006.
• On November 03, 2006, the roundtable organised by CRC was held
at Kolkata, where the case study was presented by Prof. Indranil Bose
and GRANITE partners consulted on that.

• On the basis of feedback from the roundtable, the case study was

revised and the final case study was sent to CUTS CITEE. The
presentation of the final document was then made at the GRANITE
National Seminar.

Medicine Pricing Project
Background
Health Action International, Europe (HAI) invited CUTS CRC to participate
at World Health Assembly (WHA) held in Geneva during May, 22-27,
2006. CUTS CRC gave a presentation on the findings of the survey on
Medicine Product Prices, which was conducted in West Bengal. A Briefing
Paper on Availability & Affordability of Essential Medicines was also
prepared and sent to HAI for their comments. After discussion with Richard
Laing of WHO and Margaret Ewen of HAI Europe CUTS CRC submitted
a concept note for nation wide advocacy workshops on the basis of the
findings of the medicine pricing survey done in six states of India.

Dialect between Agriculture and Industry in West Bengal
Background
In the wake of the land acquisition process in West Bengal during August
2006, CUTS CRC undertook a project from ActionAid International, India,
to assess the micro and macro implications of farm land acquisition to
promote industrialisation in the state. Three districts of West Bengal, viz.
Singur in Hooghly, Kharagpur in West Mednapore and Bhangor in South
24-Parganas were selected for the purpose of study.
Research
• As a first step of this pioneering study two separate questionnaires
were designed. While one was targeted to capture the village profile
other one was administered to the affected households to gauge their
perception about the acquisition process. The study compressively
registered the effect on landowners, the share croppers as well as
women who were inherent part during the sowing seasons. On the
basis of the field study a draft report was first developed
and later on it was finalised by incorporating the comments
of the members of the advisory board.
Workshops

• Based on the draft report, CUTS CRC organised a

consultation workshop under the project “Dialect between
Agriculture and Industry” in Kolkata. The workshop was
attended by academicians as well as representatives of
different CSOs. CUTS CRC staffs associated with this project
also participated in the workshop. There were altogether
15 participants taking part in the workshop. Major
outcomes of the report points to the lack of transparency
Stakeholders at the Consultation Workshop
on the part of government machineries and their lack of
held in Kolkata
initiative to update existing land records before while
initiating the process of land acquisition for industrialisation. It was
also felt that the whole process severely undermine the issue of land
rights of the farming community.
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Mainstreaming International Trade into National
Development Strategy
CUTS CITEE is implementing the project titled “Mainstreaming
International Trade into National Development Strategy: A Pilot Project
in Bangladesh and India” with the support of Royal Norwegian Embassy,
New Delhi, India. To formally initiate the research project in a closegroup interactive workshop of representatives of project partners and few
other select experts to give direction to the research work, CUTS CRC
played an important role in organising the Inception Workshop at Kolkata
on February 07-08, 2007.
The key researchers from the Bangladesh and India presented the overview
of current situation of the selected sector and literature review done in
achieving conditions necessary for pro-poor growth. This was followed
by comments and perspective of the partners.

PROGRAMME
Safety Watch
This programme area focuses on consumer safety with a mission to achieve
the citizens rights to be protected against unsafe goods, services and
technologies. The programme intends to achieve the following objectives:
• to inform and educate consumers about their safety-related rights
through formal as well as non-formal education systems, so that they
might push for improved legislations, standards and implementation
on safety related matters;
• to enhance the adoption of national as well as international standards
for the safety and quality of goods, services and technology; and
• to encourage and build capacity of consumer organisations to carry out
testing of essential consumer goods and dissemination of information.
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A view of the workshop on Road Safety held in Kolkata

Advocacy & Networking
The workshop, ‘Safety on the Roads’, was
organised by CUTS Safety Watch to observe
the occasion of Road Safety Week which fell
during 02-08 January, 2006, by bringing
together experts on different aspects of road
safety to exchange their views and ideas on
the issue. The workshop took the opportunity
to discuss a host of issues like general
principles, planning and road designing, speed
management, traffic rules and enforcement
system etc. A highly informed debate helped
us to create the future road map for Safety
Watch in Action.

Participants
Around 40 participants comprising various stakeholders including
personnel from traffic department, Public works department, civil
engineers, members of the academia from different research institutions,
representative of CUTS, NGO professionals, and the media actively took
part in the workshop.
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3. Outreach/Publications
FRP-II
• Second year research report on Commercialisation of Traditional
Knowledge and Benefit Sharing’ under the Farmers’ Rights Project has
been completed.
• A range of briefing papers on ‘Commercialisation of Traditional
Knowledge and Benefit Sharing’, ‘Disclosure of Origins for Genetic
Resources’ and TRIPPS and Farmers’ Rights were published.
• Alongside the Hindi and English version of the campaign kit and Seed
Bill 2004, a Khasi version of the same has also been prepared and
circulated along with a wall calendar specially designed to address
the issue of securing the of the mountain farmers.
• Campaign Kit: A campaign Kit has been prepared in the form of an
FAQ, which has been circulated among all the groups of stakeholders.
The Centre also prepared a campaign kit in the form of a year planner,
the theme of which is to protect bio-piracy and TK and a leaflet on the
Seeds Bill, 2004 to sensitise grassroots stakeholders on the Bill.
GRANITE PHASE-I

• 4 issues of Safal Prayas, 2006 and five briefing papers under GRANITE
were completed.

BEWARE

• Three issues of a four-page bi-monthly e-newsletter ‘BEWARE’ covering
national and international news on safety issues, was conceptualised
and uploaded in the website.

Other Activities:
• A panel discussion on “Rational Use of Drug: Are Doctors Alone

•

•

•

Responsible”, organised by CUTS CRC on April 07, 2006, at the
Seminar Hall of Birla Planetarium, Kolkata, to celebrate the World
Health Day.
A Symposium “On Rational Use of Drugs” was organised at the French
Institute, Chandanngar on June 03, 2006 by “The Resident’s and
Consumer’s Association” and the Indian Medical Association (IMA),
Chandannagar jointly with CUTS CRC.
CUTS CRC along with Action Aid International India organised a Pre
Consultation on National Policy for Farmers on July 26, 2006, in
Kolkata. It was an effort to prepare the recommendations, which will
be put forward to the National Commission on Farmers to improve
upon the draft National Policy for Farmers. Representatives from various
farmers’ organisations, fish workers forum, along with the researchers
and experts from various academic institutions took part actively in
the discussion.
On November 24, 2006 CUTS CRC organised a Consultation
Workshop under the project “Dialect between Agriculture and Industry
in West Bengal” in Kolkata with an objective to estimate micro and
macro implications of farm land acquisition.
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Representations
Date & Venue

Event

Issue

18 May, 2006,
Kolkata, India

A Presentation on Traffic
Management

A new roadmap for Kolkata Keya Ghosh
to beat the traffic chaos.
Priyanka Dutta

May 22-27, 2006 at
Geneva, Switzerland

World Health Assembly
National Policy for Farmers drafted by
National Commission on Farmers,
Department of Agriculture,
Government of India.

Paper presentation on
“Medicines: Too Costly,
Too Scares”

August, 2006 at
Calcutta, India

Media Workshop organised by Centre
for Youth & Social Development
(CYSD)

State Level Consultation on Debottam
National Policy for Farmers Chakraborty

December 6-8, 2006,
at Bhubaneswar, India

Half-day symposium at the Moulali
Yuva Kendra on World Consumer
Rights Day organized by the
Consumer Affairs Department,
Government of West Bengal

WTO and Indian
Agriculture

Debottam
Chakraborty

March 15, 2007,
Kolkata, India

Workshop on ‘Genetics in Everyday
Life’ organised by SEVA

Commemoration of World
Consumer Rights Day,
2007,

Priyanka Dutta

Awareness about the bad
effects of genetically
modified (GM) seeds
among different stake
holders

Arnab Ganguly

th

March 31, 2007 at
Calcutta, India

Participant

Dalia Dey

Future Plans
• Capacity building of CSOs related to impact of trade on agriculture
• Project Management Agency for Implementing civil society support
programme in West Bengal

• Market Survey for Horticulture or agricultural products for West Bengal
• Study to Analyse the Significance of Bio-piracy in India
• Awareness generation programme on Commercialisation of Traditional
•
•
•
•
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Knowledge and its documentation
Traffic-calming strategies to improve pedestrian Safety in India
Advocacy for reducing medicine prices
Awareness generation programme on access to essential medicines ;
Comparative Analysis of Post-traffic Injury Management Systems in
Six countries
Child safety in School
Formation of BMCs in the 333 panchayats
Participate in the Formation of WTO cell in West Bengal to make the
voices of grassroots heard at the national and also at the international
arena

CUTS Delhi Resource Centre (DRC)

C

UTS Delhi Resource Centre (CUTS DRC) was set up in 2002 as a
full-fledged office to act as the focal point for CUTS’ advocacy,
outreach and external relations with national and international
institutions, including government departments and agencies. The
objective of opening DRC is to feed the work being done at the national
level by the other Centres of CUTS. Additionally, the Centre also maintains
dialogue with national and international media, national associations of
trade and industry, other NGOs, parliamentarians and special interest
groups and affiliations.

Vijay Singh
Public Affairs
Officer

Functional Areas
• Parliamentary Advocacy
• Media Outreach
• CIRC – Marketing
• Event Management
Parliamentary Advocacy
Parliamentary advocacy is an important activity of the Centre. To facilitate
the parliamentary advocacy, the Centre worked on:
• sending questions to identified parliamentarians to be raised during
the parliamentary sessions:
• following up of the questions raised and responses received, on subjects
of interest; and
• informing and sensitising MPs for raising parliamentary questions on
different soci-economic issues, including bills to be put forth for a
wider and well-informed discussion on the floor of the Parliament.

Media Outreach
CUTS DRC has successfully organised participation and coverage of media
both print as well as electronic for CUTS various events in 2005-06. The
Centre is responsible for coordinating for columns like ‘Face-Off’ in The
Economic Times in other print and electronic media for greater visibility
of CUTS activities in media. It liases with the press on one to one basis
through informal meetings, giving press releases, sharing exclusive stories,
and initiating debates on topical issues.

CIRC – Marketing
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The Centre is pivotally involved in the activities of CIRC, particularly in
marketing of its courses amongst corporate houses, government and
academia and in collaborating with other institutes such as the Indian
Institute of Foreign Trade, etc. Due to its locational advantage, the Centre
has been involved in pursuing with the funding and governmental agencies
(World Bank, Ministry of Finance, etc) and in providing logistical support
to the programmes of CIRC organised in New Delhi.

R
E
P
O
R
T
2006-2007

85

Event Management
During the period, the Centre organised the following events:
• CPS 03, May 2006
• PAR-FORE Third Meeting, 2006
• CDS01, ALS02, ALS03
• ICRR NRG Meeting, May 2006
• ALS04, July 2006
• CITEE’s Anniversary Lecture, July 2006
• 1V PAR-FORE Meeting, August 2006
• Interactive Session on Right to Information Amendment Bill 2006,
September 2006
• C-CIER Workshop on “Options for Using Competition Policy Law/
Tools in dealing with anti-competitive practices in Pharmaceutical
Industry and Health Delivery Systems, September 2006.
• SAFIT Review Meeting, October 2006
• Survey for India Competition and Regulation Report (ICRR) Questionnaires
• EU-India Stakeholders Workshop, November 2006
• II ICRR NRG Meeting, December 2006
• SAFIT Review Meeting, December 2006
• II CIRC Governing Council Meeting, January 16, 2007
• CIRC Managing Committee Meeting, February 28, 2007
• ICRR NRG Meeting, March 17, 2007
• CUTS FICCI-SILF Seminar on “Competition Law-Experiences from
around the World”, March 21, 2007
• CDRF Symposium, March 22-24, 2007
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CUTS Institute for Regulation and Competition (CIRC)

I

n order to give exclusive focus on the need for fair knowledge, better
negotiating skills and improved capacity of understanding competition
laws, economic regulation and commercial diplomacy, CUTS
International launched CUTS Institute for Regulation and Competition
(CIRC) in September 2005. CIRC is an initiative towards creating an
intellectual and knowledge base on the core activity areas of competition
policy & law, economic regulation and commercial diplomacy. The motto
“enhancing knowledge, strengthening capacity” explicitly defines the
work area of CIRC.
The objective of CIRC is to facilitate research; enhance understanding
and explore inter-disciplinary linkages among the identified subjects;
create and maintain a knowledge database; and offer consultancy services
to government, regulators and business houses.

Rahul Ranjan
Programme Officer

Richa Bhatnagar
Assistant Programme
Officer

Governing Council
CIRC has an impressive Governing Council, which include the following
dignitaries:
Chairman Dr C Rangarajan, Chairman, Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister,
New Delhi
Members

1. Prof Shankar Acharya, Honorary Professor, Indian Council for Research on International
Economic Relations (ICRIER), New Delhi, India
2. Dr Isher Ahluwalia, Chairperson, ICRIER, New Delhi, India
3. Prof Jagdish Bhagwati, Professor of Economics, and Political Science, Columbia
University, New York, US
4. Nitin Desai, Former Under-Secretary General of United Nations, New Delhi, India
5. Dr Frederic Jenny, Judge, French Supreme Court, Paris, France
6. Dr Vijay Kelkar, Former Adviser to Finance Minister, Mumbai, India
7. D R Mehta, Former Chairman, SEBI, Jaipur, India
8. Vikram S Mehta, Chairman, Shell Group of Companies in India, Mumbai, India
9. Nripendra Misra, Chairman, TRAI, New Delhi, India
10. Dr Kirit S Parikh, Member, Planning Commission, New Delhi, India
11. Rajendra S Pawar, Chairman, NIIT Ltd., New Delhi, India
12. Dr S L Rao, Chairman, Institute for Social & Economic Change (ISEC),
Bangalore, India
13. Rubens Ricupero, Former Secretary General, UNCTAD, Geneva
14. S Sundar, Distinguished Fellow, The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI),
New Delhi, India
15. Prof Vijay S Vyas, Professor Emeritus, Institute of Development Studies,
Jaipur, India
16. Justice D P Wadhwa, Former Judge, Supreme Court of India, New Delhi, India
17. B K Zutshi, Former Indian Ambassador to GATT/WTO, Jaipur, India
18. Pradeep S Mehta, Director-General, CUTS Institute for Regulation and Competition
(CIRC), Jaipur, India
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Programme Areas
CIRC offers the following three programme areas:
• Economic Regulation
• Competition Policy and Law
• Commercial Diplomacy

Events
Diplomacy in International Trade
CIRC, in partnership with Indian Institute of Foreign
Trade (IIFT), New Delhi and Institute for Trade and
Commercial Diplomacy (ITCD), US organised a fourday training workshop on ‘Diplomacy in International
Trade’ at New Delhi, during June 28–July 01, 2006.
The training workshop was addressed by Prabir
Sengupta, Director, IIFT and Shrawan Nigam,
Consultant, Planning Commission and Fellow, CUTS
C-CIER.
Participants from various ministries of the Government
of India attended the workshop in which areas related
to
commercial diplomacy were covered. Pradeep S
Participants at the four-day training workshop on
Mehta addressed the valedictory session while Geza
‘Diplomacy in International Trade’ held at New Delhi
Feketekuty, President, ITCD, US gave away the
certificates to the participants.

Trade Policy Making and Multi-stakeholder Diplomacy’
CIRC hosted its 4th Academic Lecture on ‘Trade Policy
Making and Multi-stakeholder Diplomacy’ by Raymond
Saner and Lichia Yiu, Director and President respectively,
Centre for Socio-Economic Development (CSEND),
Geneva, in New Delhi, on July 04, 2006. Ambassador
Kishan Rana, an expert on the subject was the chair for
the lecture. Participants from government ministries, civil
society and consumer organisations, academia and
research bodies, law professionals and various embassies
and high commissions attended.
Lichia Yiu outlined the multifaceted role that various
stakeholders including government, business
Lichia Yiu delivering the academic lecture at CIRC
development agencies, CSOs and commercial diplomats
Seminar in New Delhi
take up from time to time. Dr Saner focused on the key
ingredients for success and failure in trade policymaking processes.
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CIRC organised the 5th seminar under the Academic Lecture Series at the
Institute of Company Secretaries of India (ICSI), Kolkata, on August 26,
2006. Pradeep S Mehta, the Director-General of CIRC was the guest
speaker at the event. Subrata K Ray, the Vice-Chairman of the ICSI-EIRC
introduced Mehta to the audience as ‘an authority on Competition Law in
India’ including a short account of his profile. Mehta delivered a lecture
on the ‘Evolution of Competition Law with respect to India’ by giving a
brief outline of CUTS’ activities on competition law and policy at the
national and international level.

Competition Policy and Law in a Liberalising Economy
CIRC, jointly with the World Trade Centre, Mumbai and Institute of
Company Secretaries of India-Centre for Corporate Training and Research,
Navi Mumbai, organised a public lecture on ‘Competition Policy and
Law in a Liberalising Economy’, in Mumbai, on December 07, 2006. The
lecture aimed at generating public awareness on various issues relating
to Competition Policy and Law. HD Pithawalla, an eminent advocate of
the Supreme Court of India, while briefing the competition policy and
law in India, expressed his disappointment with the current state of affairs.
He stressed the need for the institutionalisation of competition regime in
the country.

A Symposium Par Excellence
As part of a unique research programme entitled, ‘Competition, Regulation
and Development Research Forum (CDRF)’, CUTS C-CIER and CIRC,
jointly organised a Research Symposium, ‘Political Economy Constraints
in Regulatory Regimes in Developing Countries’ in New Delhi, on March
22-24, 2007.
This Symposium deliberated the research findings that emerged in the
first cycle of the CDRF project, which included about 20 research papers.
It discussed objectives of enacting Competition Law and Policy,
highlighting the potential conflicts between promoting efficiency and
public interest objectives.
Dignitaries from around the globe included: Dr Supachai Panitchpakdi,
Secretary General, UNCTAD, Dr C Rangarajan, Chairman, Economic
Advisory Council to the Prime Minister of India, Dr Fredric Jenny, Judge,
French Supreme Court; Dr Nitin Desai, Former Under- Secretary-General
of UN, India; Roger Nellist, Head, Investment and Competition Team,
DFID; and Pradeep S Mehta, Secretary General, CUTS International.

Competition Law from Around the World’
CIRC in collaboration with Society of Indian Law Firms (SILF) and
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FICCI) organised
a seminar on ‘Experiences of Competition Law from Around the World’,
in New Delhi, on March 21, 2007.
The one-day training seminar was organised to discuss the ‘process’ of
implementing Competition Law and covered panel discussions on related
areas: Merger Regulation, Anti-Competitive Agreements, Abuse of
Dominance and Competition, and Sectoral Regulation interface. The
seminar was widely attended by representatives from Indian law firms,
CCI, business houses and media.
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This reflects the keen interests that various stakeholders in India have in
wanting to understand and know competition issues and its effects on the
market and on their behaviour. Several eminent competition experts,
lawyers and economists from various parts of the world participated as
resource persons in the seminar.
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Promoting Competition
Pursuing the training and capacity development mandate of the 7-country
regional competition policy project (Capacity Building on Competition
Policy in Select Countries of Eastern and Southern Africa), CIRC, in
partnership with Institute for Global Dialogue, South Africa organised a
training workshop on competition policy and law in Pretoria, on February
15-17, 2007.
The workshop deliberated competition administration issues and was
attended by representatives of young competition authorities of the region
along with officials from relatively older competition authorities from
other parts of the continent.

Outreach activities
Website: www.circ.in its the CIRC website which was launched on
January 18, 2006. It is updated in unison with the activities happened or
that are happening at CIRC and offers complete information. CIRC aims
to engage a full time web developer to maintain its website.
Newsletter: The Centre brings out a quarterly newsletter entitled,
‘CIRCular’, carries special articles on competition policy, economic
regulation, education and training and commercial diplomacy. It can be
viewed at: http://www.circ.in/publication.htm
Marketing: CIRC bases its marketing strategy though Internet advertising
and e-mailing to clientele as stored in database; web bulletin board;
write-ups and discussion forums; collateral: brochure, inserts, event
specific fliers, nomadic stand etc; press/news release; and advertisements
in newspapers
CIRC Forum: The CIRC Forum is a means to create awareness and to
spread better understanding on the three issues: Competition Policy &
Law, Economic Regulation and Commercial Diplomacy and why it is
important to know more about them. So far, 121 members have been
added to the forum.

CIRC in Media
Publicity plays a big part in the success of any good marketing/advertising
campaign. Events of CIRC are also covered in the media. All events
organised so far have been announced in the newspaper as a promotional
tool.
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Overseas Resource Centres
CUTS Africa Resource Centre (ARC), Lusaka

C

UTS ARC, Lusaka is a registered NGO operating in Zambia since
2000. CUTS ARC operates on two levels as a Southern Africa
Regional Resource Centre of CUTS International and Implementer
of Zambia national programmes. The Centre functions as a resource Centre
for Africa-based CSOs, as well as for studies, research and advocacy
programmes conducted by CUTS. Its establishment marked a big step
towards the development of a close and beneficial relationship between
two developing regions of Africa and Asia.

Vladimir Chilinya
Research
Assistant

Projects
The existing projects of ARC are based on the CUTS ARC work programme
which is advocacy research and capacity building. Currently, CUTS ARC
is implementing three projects:
• Linkages between Trade, Development and Poverty Reduction (TDP);
• Market Linkages; and
• Capacity Building for the Media on Analytical Reporting on Trade,
Economics and Development.
Other projects and activities that were undertaken include: Capacity
Building for Eastern and Southern Africa Civil Society during the Economic
Partnership Agreement (EPAs) Negotiations; Research Case Study on EPAs
in Zambia; and Promoting African Women voices in the EPA negotiations.
Advocacy & Networking
CUTS ARC works with several national, regional and international
organisations on areas such as international trade, competition policy,
foreign direct investment, economic regulation and consumer protection.
The Centre aims to promote civil society co-operation on trade and
sustainable economic development; create and build long-term capacity
of civil society representatives to address issues of equity and
accountability; and co-ordinate and network CUTS projects in Africa. It
carried out advocacy work on international trade and development through
publishing policy briefs, newsletters, press releases and organising
workshops.
Research & Publications
The Centre collaborated with CUTS Africa Resource Centre, Nairobi for
the joint quarterly newsletter entitled, ‘Tradequity’, which is circulated
among the stakeholders in the region. It produced three issues of a quarterly
electronic newsletter, ‘Consumer Watch’ with the objective of enhancing
consumer welfare through sensitisation, information dissemination and
capacity building of consumers, business entities and government. While
addressing consumer concerns, the newsletter also focuses on bringing
out issues such as violation of consumer rights and measures to be taken
by the relevant authorities to protect stakeholders.
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Besides, the Centre has brought out a Research Case Study on EPAs in
Zambia under the EPA project which has since been widely distributed to
various stakeholders at various fora. The study was crucial as it created
not only awareness on the EPA process, but also a platform for researchbacked advocacy not only for CUTS but also other NGOs and institutions
involved in the EPA process. Four advocacy documents were produced
under Market Linkages; and one under the EPA project.

Events
• Lobby and Advocacy Workshop on Market Linkages, in Mansa, during
November 20-21, 2006.

• A two-day training on Market Linkages in Chipata, during August 1011, 2006.

• Technical Workshop on EPAs, in Lusaka, Zambia, during March 16,
2006.

• Regional Dialogue on ‘EPA Negotiations and Economic Development’,
in Lusaka, during October 19-21, 2006.

• Regional Conference of TDP Project, in Nairobi, Kenya, during October
16-17, 2006.

• Consultative Workshop on EPA Negotiations, in Kitwe, on September
11, 2006.

• National Consultative Dialogue on TDP, in Lusaka, on September 19,
2006.

• Media Workshop on EPAs in Lusaka, on February 02, 2007.
• TDP advocacy workshop in Kitwe, on February 16, 2007.
• ‘Influencing the EPA negotiations’, in Lusaka, during February 09-10,
2007.

• ‘Aid for Trade – Roles and Realities’ in Nairobi, during March 16-17,
2007.
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CUTS London Resource Centre (LRC)

C

UTS International LRC was established and started its activities in
February 2003. It was initially established by Olivia Jensen working
from home, but then an office was established and a full-time
manager employed in late 2004.
It gradually expanded during 2005 and the first half of 2006, engaging in
campaigning activities such as the Make Poverty History rally in Edinburgh
during 2005; networking; supporting other CUTS offices in making funding
applications on their behalf; developing its ideas for a political debate
event (Soho to Soweto) to be held in London; campaigning and
representing CUTS at conferences and seminars in Europe; producing
research and papers on competition policy.

Gideon Rabinowitz
Centre Manager

Susannah Christie
Accounts Officer

Projects
LRC is currently involved in three projects:
• Capacity Building of Eastern And Southern African Civil Societies
During The Economic Partnership Agreement Negotiations (EPA’s)
• Linkages between Trade, Development and Poverty Reduction (TDP)
• Soho to Soweto project
Advocacy and Networking
The Centre has been working to disseminate the outputs of the EPAs
project to policy-makers in the UK and across Europe. This has included
regular meetings with UK Government and EC officials; engagement with
UK and EU NGO networks; writing policy briefs and opinion pieces on
the EPA negotiations; and showcasing the outputs of the project at a
number of conferences.
CUTS LRC is the EU partner for the TDP project and it’s role is to utilise
the project outputs to carry out advocacy in the UK and across Europe to
promote the development of pro-poor European trade policies. In the
year 2006, the Centre also organised a number of regional and
international TDP dialogues to bring together the project partners to share
insights from the project and present findings to regional and international
policy-makers.
The project, ‘Soho to Soweto’ (S2S) a series of debates to be held in
central London, aimed at increasing the understanding and commitment
of the UK public to international development issues and empowering
people to take action in support of these efforts. S2S debates will be
organised in the ‘Question Time’ format, with panellists providing short,
stimulating responses to regular questions from the audience, with
discussion directed by an authoritative chairperson.

A
N
N
U
A
L

Besides, the Centre has also represented in policy debates and
consultations in the UK and Europe and strengthens its networking with
relevant stakeholders in UK and Europe.
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A separate EPAs project website was also set up in 2006, which presents
information about the project, including the project background, partners,
reports on activities, policy briefs and outputs. In 2006, LRC re-launched
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its Friends of CUTS scheme. Friends benefit from LRC’s and the rest of
CUTS’ extensive experience and knowledge. Friends receive up-to-date
information on development issues surrounding international trade and
economics, especially on the work of CUTS in the developing world;
policy briefs and publications; updates and news on conferences, events
and funding deadlines.
CUTS LRC has been campaigning on a number of issues relating to trade
and development during 2005 through its engagement with a number of
UK networks including the UK Cotonou Lobby Group, Trade Policy
Consultative Forum and British Overseas NGOs for Development (BOND).
Research and Publications
The Centre produced “Bridging the Gap” bi-annually, a publication
designed to communicate the work of other CUTS offices and southern
opinions on development issues generally to an interested audience in
the UK. It has also produced the following four Policy Briefs:
• SPS standards and developing countries
• EU-ACP Economic Partnership Agreements: How are the benefits
shaping up?
• Aid for Trade: Where are we and where will we go?
• COMESA and EPAs: Awkward Bedfellow?
LRC produced a Research Paper for the TDP project, entitled, ‘Export
competitiveness and poverty reduction: Complementary or competing
objectives? Evidence from the clothing sector in Bangladesh, Cambodia
and Sri Lanka’ which was presented at the ITC Executive Forum.

Events
• ‘Emerging Trends in Trade, Development and Poverty Linkages:
Implications for the Doha Round’ in London, on May 31, 2006.

• ‘Netherlands Trade Policy: In Search of a development perspective’ in
Den Hague, on February 23, 2006.

• ‘Friends of CUTS launch’ event in London on May 31, 2006.
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CUTS Africa Resource Centre (ARC), Nairobi
CUTS Africa Resource Centre (CUTS ARC), Nairobi is a registered NGO
that started its operations in the year 2002 to work in not only the region
of East Africa but also the Horn of Africa. It was set up with the mandate
of providing support to NGO’s in eastern Africa in the areas of consumer
protection, poverty reduction, development of trade and economic
policy, training and advocacy in these regions. All this continues to be
done with a view to consolidate and expand the activities of CUTS
International in promoting South-South civil society co-operation in
economic development and trade in the world economy.

Clement Victor Onyango
Administration Officer

Projects
• Linkages between Trade, Development and Poverty Reduction (TDP)
• Capacity Building of Eastern And Southern African Civil Societies
During The Economic Partnership Agreement Negotiations (EPA’s)

• Capacity Building on Competition Policy in Select Countries of
Eastern and Southern Africa (7Up3)

Advocacy and Networking
The Centre coordinated advocacy and networking aspects of the TDP
project in the east African region with partner organisations in Kenya,
Uganda and Tanzania through working with key institutions and
organisations. Under the EPA project, the Centre undertook consultations
both at regional and national level to update the stakeholders of the
progress of EPA and the concerns of the two parties involved in the year
2006.
The Centre in partnership with CUTS C-CIER undertook a study on
‘Regulatory Framework in Kenya’, the project ‘Comparative Study of
Regulatory Framework in Select Developing Countries’, with support
from by AFD, Paris.
The Centre, jointly with CUTS C-CIER coordinated a project called 7Up3
whose theme is capacity-building on competition policy in select
countries of eastern and southern Africa. This is a project that aims at
building capacity among CSOs on promoting competition policy and
law in six African countries in east and southern Africa including: Ethiopia,
Malawi, Uganda, Mauritius, Botswana and Namibia.
Research and Publications
CUTS ARC, Nairobi has continued to collaborate with CUTS ARC, Lusaka
in developing quarterly newsletter: ‘Tradequity’ which highlights on
current hot topics and debate on trade, environment, regional integration
within the region. The Centre continued with the development of its
quarterly in-house e-newsletter “Regional and Economic Development
Monitor” this has been circulated within its network. As the name suggests
the bulleting aims at bringing out good stories and resources from various
sources in the region that touch trade and development.
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Under the TDP project, two case studies were prepared: Trade
Liberalisation and Poverty in Kenya: A Case Study of the Cotton Textiles
Sub-sector and Trade Liberalisation and Poverty in Kenya: A Case Study
of the Telecommunications Sub-sector.
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The Centre produced a background paper on “Synthesising Studies on
Potential Impact of an EPA on the Kenyan Economy”, which states that
EPAs will require ESA countries to liberalise most of their trade over a
short period of time with the new trading arrangements expected to come
into force at the beginning of 2008 with an implementation period of at
least 10-12 years.
Events
• The TDP International Conference, ‘Civil Society Organisations and
Aid for Trade: Roles and Realities’ in Nairobi, during March 15-16,
2007
• Capacity Building for the Fast Tracking of the East African Common
Market supported by Canadian International Development Agency
(CIDA) and Department for International Development (DFID) to
discuss the fast tracking of the East African Common Market, in Nairobi,
during January 29-30, 2007.
• Inception Meeting of 7Up3 Project – Stage-II in Nairobi, on November
25, 2006.
• EPAs and Economic Development in ESA Countries in Lusaka, during
October 19-21, 2006.
• Regional Conference on ‘Linkages between Trade, Development and
Poverty Reduction’ in Nairobi, during October 16-17, 2006.
• Regional Trade Dialogue on ‘Linking Trade Policies to National and
Regional Development Agenda’ in Naivasha, during April 27-28, 2006.
• Helping CSOs to Influence the EPA Process in Nairobi, in February
2007.
The Centre remains a key member of the TDP roundtable in Kenya
incorporating organisations and institutions working on trade and
development. Among them include DFID, ActionAid, Econews Africa,
Institute of Economic Affairs (IEA), Kenya Institute for Public Policy
Research and Analysis (KIPPRA), Center for International Trade and
Investment Law (CITIL) and Kenya Trade and Poverty Programme (KTPP)
of the Ministry of Trade, Kenya The aim is to bring together like minded
organisations in working together and complement each other.
The Centre remains a very active member among the Non State Actor
(NSA) member/representative of the Ministry of Trade and Industry Kenya
under the EU-funded Kenya-European Union Post Lome Trade Programme
(KEPLOTRADE). The Centre is represented in two clusters namely: market
access and development aspects of the ACP-EU EPA negotiations.
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CUTS Hanoi Resource Centre (CUTS HRC)

C

UTS has been working over the last couple of years in the Greater
Mekong Sub-region (GMS), especially in Cambodia, Lao PDR and
Vietnam. After implementing regional projects on competition policy
and law and international trade issues, it was realised that there is an urgent
need for further research and capacity building work on trade and regulatory
policy issues. So, CUTS decided to launch its fourth overseas centre at Hanoi
and named it CUTS Hanoi Resource Centre (CUTS HRC).

Alice Pham
Director

Established in 2007, CUTS HRC functions as a resource, coordination and
networking centre of CUTS in Vietnam and the Southeast Asian region. CUTS
HRC is headed by Alice Pham, a Vietnamese by nationality and a long-time
employee of CUTS in Jaipur, India. The centre currently is supported by two
more assistants, who are on their probation period.
CUTS HRC’s objective is to be a catalyst in transferring objective knowledge
and advocacy skills from India to the GMS countries towards mainstreaming
the civil society movement into the development process.

Projects
LRC is currently involved in two projects:
• The Greater Mekong Sub-region: Addressing Development Challenges in
the New Globalisation Era
• Vietnam-OECD Policy Framework for Investment (PFI) – An assessment of
Vietnam’s Investment Climate Policies against the PFI (02)
Advocacy & Networking
CUTS HRC means to be an initiator of dialogue between the policy community
and the civil society; to cross-fertilise exchange of knowledge and researchcum-advocacy skills through making regional and international good policies
and practices available in Vietnam and other countries in the same region.
This will be done through undertaking multi-country comparative research
studies, organising workshops, conferences, policy dialogues, study tours and
site visits across developing countries at the regional and international levels.
CUTS HRC will be working in policy-related fields in Vietnam, with two
major thrusts: to promote effective public policy reforms in the larger
framework of poverty alleviation and sustainable development; and promote
effective regional and international integration of economies and civil societies.
The GMS project would contribute to the process of bridging the gap between
the poorer countries of the GMS and their better-off neighbour of the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) by informing the stakeholders,
especially those playing a vital role in this process.
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CUTS HRC would prepare a questionnaire to assist the Vietnamese authorities
in understanding and answering the questions and sub-questions of the PFI
and in providing the necessary background information to the Organisation
of Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) assessment of Vietnam
policies as regards the PFI chapters to be covered by the review.
Research and Publications
The Centre would be bringing 10 policy briefs written on the Greater Mekong
Sub-region under the project entitled, ‘The Greater Mekong Sub-region:
Addressing Development Challenges in the New Globalisation Era’.
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Selected CUTS Publications
Research Reports
• Institutional Independence in India
• Why was India’s Ecomark Scheme Unsuccessful?
• Fairplay Please!
Book
• Competition Regimes in the World: A Civil Society Report
Working Paper
• Institutions and Pro-Poor Growth in Bangladesh: IPPG Inception
Phase Study

Issue Note
• Achieving the Goals of Multilateral Environmental Agreements
Study
• Impact Assessment of Trade Liberalisation in Oilseeds Sector: A
Case Study of Rajasthan

Advocacy Documents
• South-South Economic Cooperation: Exploring the IBSA Initiative
• South-South Economic Cooperation: Enhancing GMS-India
Relationship

Briefing Papers
• Environmental Standards in Food Processing Industry: Impact on
South Asian Exports

• Suspension of Doha Round Talks: The Cost Implications for India
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

(No.4/2006)
SAFTA: An Instrument For Peace & Prosperity (No 3/2006)
Evolution of Competition Policy & Law (No.6/2006)
Private International Cartels: An Overview (No.5/2006)
National Agricultural Policy: A Critical Evaluation (GRANITE No. 2/
2006
Moving from Preferences to Aid for Trade (TDP No. 3/2006)
Suspension of Doha Round Talks: Reasons and the Possible After effects
(SAFIT No. 2/2006)
Market Access for Least Developed Countries: The Hong Kong Effect
(SAFIT No. 1/2006)
Reforms in Food Corporation of India: Case of Wheat Imports
(GRANITE No.1/2006)
Trade Preferences: Furthering Development or Political Interest? (TDP
No.2/2006)
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• Towards an Asian Economic Community by 2020 (No.2/2006)
• Extraterritorial Application of Competition Laws in the US and the
European Union (No.4/2006)

• Cost of Non-Cooperation in South Asia (RECSA No.6/2005)
• Competition Law and Intellectual Property Rights in Vietnam (No.3/
2006)

• Concluding the Doha Round: The Reality Check (No 1/2007)
• Aid for Trade: Where are we & where will we go? (TDP No 4/2006)
• Review of National Textile Policy 2000: Short on Prognosis and far
short of Results (GRANITE No 3/2006)

• Functioning of WTO Cells in India: A Critique (GRANITE No 4/
2006)

• Draft National Policy for Farmers: A Critique (GRANITE No 5/2006)
• WTO, Trade, Development and Aid: Some Misconceptions and
Myths (TDP No. 3/2007)

• Real Markets in Rural Bangladesh: Institutions, Market Interactions
and the Reproduction of Inequality (IPPG No. 8/2007)

• The Interaction of International and National Institutions:

Implications for Agriculture in West Bengal (IPPG No. 09/2007)

• Institutions for Facilitating FDI: Issues for BEPZA, Bangladesh (IPPG
No. 10/2007)

• The Importance of Institutionalising? Structured Consultations in

Evaluating Trade Proposals: Lessons from India’s Experience and
Their Wider Relevance (IPPG No. 11/2007)

Policy Brief
• Competition & Regulatory Scenario in South and Southeast Asia (No
1/2006)

Monographs
• ABC of Trade Facilitation
• Why India Adopted A New Competition Law?
• Globalisation and Small Scale Industry
• ABC of Aid for Trade
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Annual Accounts 2006-07

Management Report

T

he management of the CUTS International is responsible for
preparing the financial statements, which are in accordance with
the auditing standards generally applied in India. These are on a
consistent manner and are never overstated or misstated for reasons varying
from error to fraud. The financial statement includes amounts that are
based on management’s best estimates, accuracy and consistency.
The management of CUTS International has formulated and maintains a
system of internal discipline by providing the integrity and reliability of
the financial statements, the protection of assets from unauthorised use or
misuse and prevention of fraudulent financial reporting.
In addition, management administers its responsibility by fostering ethical
environment so that the organisation’s affairs are carried out according to
the highest standards of individual as well organisational regulation. This
responsibility is reflected in the organisation’s code of conduct,
development of a systematic process in compliance with the policies,
and open communication in resolving conflicts, if any.
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Consumer Unity & Trust Society
D-217, Bhaskar Marg, Bani Park, Jaipur 302 016, India
Ph: 91-141-228 2821, Fx: 91-141-228 2485
Email: cuts@cuts.org, Web Site: www.cuts-international.org

