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Backgr ound 

India is mainly an agr icultural countr y, where around 58 percent of the nation's 

population is involved in agr iculture for livelihood. There is huge untapped potential of 

organic farming in India. Organic farming emerged as a potential alternative for 

meeting food demand, maintaining soil fer tility and increasing soil carbon pool. 

 

The promotion of organic consumption is directly related to consumer's r ight to 

healthy envir onment in many ways. Use of pesticides and chemicals in agr iculture 

production is one of the major causes of environmental degradation and also being 

unfit  for human health. The chemical in food products adversely affects 

reproduction capabili ties in women and gir ls. 

 

Moreover,   Indian   societies   being   largely   patr iarchal,   needs   of   women   are   not 

pr ior itised, so these women are more prone to chemical contaminations in food. 

Hence, the adoption of organic consumption will benefit  women and especially gir ls the 

most. 

 

Insight into the Project  

With the support from Swedish Society for Nature Conservation (SSNC), CUTS  

implemented a Pi lot Project to Promote Organic Consumption in the State of Rajasthan 

(ProOrganic) from November 01, 2013 to October 31, 2015) in 102 gram panchayats of 

six selected distr icts of Rajasthan (India). This project is extended to 2017 to fill the 

identified gaps and sustain the acquired momentum to achieve expected outcomes of 

better  eco-system through promotion of organic consumption. 

 

The project aims to promote more organic consumption in six major agr iculture 

potential distr icts namely: Jaipur, Dausa, Chittorgarh, Pratapgarh, Udaipur and Kota. 

 

The broader objectives of the project are: 

Ɇ Sensitisation awareness and education on organic consumption and production. 

Ɇ Capacity building of farmers to promote organic farming. 

Ɇ Advocacy for policies in favour of organic farming. 
Ɇ Creating a culture of sustainable consumption among the farmers and consumers. 
 

Objectives of Organising Organic Fair  

The purpose of the fair was to guide the farmers about the organic modes of farming 

and also make the consumers aware about the available organic products and its 

benefits by bringing them both on the same platform. Though the farmers are 

producing the organic products they are not getting any outlets to reach to the 

consumers and sell their products. Thus, this was an attempt to help them in this 

direction.   
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Schedule of Organic Fair  

About six organic fairs were organised in six project districts. The schedule of 

organising fairs in all the selected districts is given as below: 

S. N. District  Date 

1 Dausa  November 23, 2016 

2 Kota December 12,2016 

3 Pratapgarh December 15, 2016 

4 Chittorgarh December 20, 2016 

5 Udaipur January 22, 2017 

6 Jaipur January 28, 2017 

 

Organic Fair in Dausa on November 23, 2016  

The organic fair was organised in Dausa. The objective of organising the fair was to 

bring  farmers as well as consumers to the same platform and make them more aware  

about the availability of organic products. 

 

Proceedings  

R S Kavia (Chief Executive Officer, District Council Dausa) was the Chief Guest, who 

inaugurated the fair as well. Other than Shilpi R Purohit (General Manager, District 

Industries Centre, DIC, (Dausa); Dr B L Jat (Scientist and Assistant Professor, Krishi 

Vigyan Kendra, Dausa);  Dr R A Sharma (Professor and Scientist Krishi Vigyan Kendra );  

B S Verma (A D  Dausa); and Mahesh Acharya were key resource persons of the fair.  

Deepak Saxena, Assistant Director CUTS  welcomed the participants and introduced the 

ÏÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÃ ÆÁÉÒȢ 4ÈÉÓ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ ÌÅÖÅÌ /ÒÇÁÎÉÃ &ÁÉÒ ÏÆ Ȭ0ÒÏ-/ÒÇÁÎÉÃȭȟ 

organised by CUTS, Jaipur in collaboration with O P Pareek (Director, Hanuman Gram 

Vikas Samiti). 

 

R  S Kavia was the resource person for the event. He said, "Consumption of Organic 

products has become a trend, a luxury. This is a great initiative, which will lead to 

economic development as well as sustainable development of the country and the major 

beneficiaries of thÉÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÎÏÎÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÏÕÒ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓȱȢ 

 

Shilpi R Purohit  spoke about the increasing desire of the consumers to get connected 

with the motherland and the link between them is farmers. She also warned that the  

excess use of chemicals led to the destruction of the land in Punjab following which a 

group of women started the culture of organic farming in the state, which rejuvenated 

the land.  
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Dr. B L Jat said, "Earlier the scientists' asked us to use Urea and DAP in our fields and 

now the same scientists are asking us to shift to organic farming. The reason is that 

earlier the concern was quantity as the produce was less, there were conditions of 

famines in the country but now that we are able to satisfy our hunger, we can 

concentrate on the quality of the produce. At that time the solution was Urea but the ill-

effects were more than the good therefore now the solution is organic farming.  

 

B S  Verma, Assistant Director, District Industries Centre, shared his experience in this 

field of organic farming. He mainly focused on the excess demand, increase prices and 

less supply of organic products in the market. He also told the farmers about the 

discount schemes available for the farmers, based on their categories and what are the 

terms and conditions. In the end, he expressed gratitude towards the people and 

organization, which came together to jointly organize such program.  

 

Dr. R A Sharma discussed the importance of integrated farming, Agricultural farming 

technique, Animal Husbandry, Production of Vegetables. According to him, lack of 

planning is the main cause of the problems arising in the present times.  

 

Participation  

About 153 participants attended the organic fair including huge number of village 

women and organic farmers and consumers. Participation represented all the blocks of 

Dausa district.  

 

Organic Stalls  

There were six stalls, exhibited in the organic fair. Different organic products were 

displayed in the same for their sale and making the consumers aware about the benefits 

and availability of such products in the market. The organic products include vermi 

compost, herbal sprays, fresh fruits and vegetables and few packaged products. 

Consumers were purchasing fresh fruits and vegetables. 

 

Message through Cultural Activities  

Madhur music group was present in the fair to promote organic farming through their 

entertaining ways consisting of drama, music, dance, singing etc. In addition, they also 

promoted Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao programme and urged the public to take a pledge for 

the same. Also, there was stilts walking show promoting organic mode of farming by 

spreading a message through various posters. The sales people were invited on the stage 

and promote the sales of organic products by demonstrating their benefits. 
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Glimpses 

Many spokespersons encouraged and insisted farmers to seize the use of chemical 
fertilisers and manure and switch to organic farming. The farmers were not encouraged 
through orientation but also through cultural activities like dance, folk songs on organic 
farming and Bamboo Man (form of art in Rajasthan). The farmers were awarded with 
certificate of appreciation for their involvement in promoting organic farming in district. 
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Organic Fair in Kota  

The programme was organised on December 12, 2016 by Ramkrishna Sikshna Sansthan 

at Chansi Krishi farm Rangpur Road, Bhadana Kota. The basic objective of organic fair to 

took together farmers and consumers on a common platform so that they should know 

about the availability of organic products in district. 

 

Proceedings  

Chief Guest was Rekha Sharma, Dr L K  Dhadhich and Dr G L Meena. Deepak Saxena, 

Assistant Director CUTS welcomed the participants and introduced them to the 

ÏÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ /ÒÇÁÎÉÃ &ÁÉÒȢ 4ÈÉÓ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ ÌÅÖÅÌ /ÒÇÁÎÉÃ &ÁÉÒ ÕÎÄÅÒ Ȭ0ÒÏ-

/ÒÇÁÎÉÃȭ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÓÅÄ ÂÙ #543ȟ *ÁÉÐÕÒ ÉÎ ÃÏÌÌÁÂÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÔÈ 2ÁÍ +ÒÉÓÈÁn Shikshan 

Sansthan Kota.  

 

CUTS is promoting organic farming in collaboration with SSNC and is currently working 

in six districts consisting of 51 blocks and two panchayats in each block which makes it 

102 gram panchayats. Pro-Organic was started in 2013 and completed phase I in 

October 2015 where many awareness programmes were organised at both District and 

block levels. 

 

L K Dadhich, also known as the Green Man of India, was the Chief Guest of the event. He 

talked about the importance of natural resources and how humans are creating 

difficulties for themselves by exploiting these natural resources. To explain the farmers 

the ill effects of exploiting natural resources he cited the example of soil degradation. He 

said that frequent and continuous use of DAP and chemical fertilisers will kill natural 

bacteria of the soil and deteriorate its quality. And soon there will be a state where we 

an artificial soil might be required for agriculture costing 18,872 per gram. 

 

Rekha Sharma the former District-in-Chief Kota spoke about the importance of organic 

farming. She talked about the effects that the continuous use of chemical fertilisers is 

causing much damage to the soil. She also clarified all myths regarding organic manure, 

as some people believe that it leads to less production. She insisted the farmers to use 

old farming methods, which were used in olden times and by our elders. She concluded 

by saying that on one hand, organic farming is the best way to increase crop production 

and on the other hand, it maintains the soil quality.   

 

Lalit Mohan , an engineer at The Rural Development Authority, Kota talked about Green 

Revolution and how the use of DAP and Chemical fertilisers was initiated in India in the 

ÅÁÒÌÙ ρωφπȭÓȢ (Å ÁÄÄÅÄ ÔÈat there was a need of chemical fertilisers during that period to 

increase food productivity and solve the hunger crises. And also that in early period soil 

was efficient enough to take the chemicals and work within. However, now the scenario 

is different ÔÈÅ ÑÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÓÏÉÌ ÈÁÄ ÄÅÇÒÁÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÉÔÓ ÍÏÓÔȢ !ÎÄ ÉÆ ÔÈÅ ÕÓÅ ÏÆ $!0ȭÓ ÁÎÄ 

chemicals is still continued and does not stop the soil will loss all its nutrition and will 
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only be good as barren lands. He said that animal husbandry is a big part of agriculture 

and they go hand-in-hand. As ox and cows produces dung, which can be used as 

excellent manure. 

 

Rajesh Vijaywargiya,  winner of ICAR International Award. He is an example for the rest 

of the farmers. As he was practicing organic farming, he conveyed to his contemporary 

farmers that natural manure helped him to grow his crop production. And it is just a 

misconception that organic farming give less production. He also stated that he used the 

method of drip irrigation, so that he could use the water effectively and prevent water 

logging. 

 

G L Meena, Scientist at CSIR Meena spoke about the 260 million tone of crop yield that is 

produced in India every year by the extensive use of insecticides and pesticides. He then 

firmly emphasised on the fact that plants need 17 different types of nutrients to grow 

healthy and fertilisers like DAP and urea for accessing specific nutrients like Nitrogen 

from Urea and Phosphorus from DAP. Keeping in mind that the process of switching to 

organic farming can be burdensome to farmers and would lead to drop in yield, he 

insisted the farmers not to adopt organic farming completely but gradually starting with 

few agricultural areas.  

 

Organic Stalls  

There were seven stalls, present in the organic fair. Different organic products were 

displayed on them for the purpose of sale and making the consumers aware about the 

availability and benefits of such products in the market. There were products like 

organic honey, organic seeds, and fresh fruits and vegetables. People were purchasing 

organic products from the stalls. 

 

Message through Cultural Activities  

A music group was present in the fair to promote organic farming through their 
entertaining ways comprising music, dance, singing etc. They entertained the 
participants by folk songs on organic farming and kachhi ghodi (dance form in 
Rajasthan) and folk dances.  A certificate of appriciation was given to farmers for  good 
practices in the field of organic farming. 

 

Highlights  

Many spokespersons encouraged and insisted the farmers to stop that use of chemicals 
fertilisers and manure and switch to organic farming. An important aspect highlighted 
by L K Dadhich was if one continues to use chemical fertilisers the soil will lose all its 
natural nutrients and the soil will be like a barren piece of land. He not only mentioned 
the ill -effects of DAP and chemical fertilisers but also warned all the participants the 
price that the artificial soil that the farmers will have to pay. 
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The farmers were not given orientation but were given entertaining lessons through 
cultural activities like dance, folk songs on organic farming and kacthi ghodi. There were 
stalls where farmers who practice organic farming displayed their products. While the 
products were also open for sale. The farmers who had an excellent growth of crops 
through organic farming were called on stage to share their farming methodology and 
practices. 
 
At the end of the event, there was a prize distribution ceremony where all farmers who 
were involved in organic farming or inspired others to adopt the same were facilitated.  
 

Glimpses 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


