
the first quarterly newsletter titled, ‘‘Soochna Hi Shakti
Hai (Information is Power)’’ brought out by CUTS CART.
Ajnish Bishwas and Siba Prasad Das from CUTS CART
jointly took sessions on the Lokayukta Act 1973, Anti
Corruption Act 1988 and Five Citizens Charters. RK
Sharma of CUTS CART explained the methodologies/
techniques that have to be applied while conducting the
Field Survey.

CGCC Formation Process
An encouraging development also took place on

day two of the workshop when the surveyors showed
interest in joining the Consortium of Groups Combating
Corruption (CGCC). They also assured to motivate more
active citizens/groups/individuals to associate with
the CGCC. The workshop was successful in creating
awareness about the project and ensuring the active
association of the surveyors for the successful
implementation of the project.
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CUTS Centre for Consumer Action, Research &
Training (CUTS CART) with the participation of

Partnership of Transparency Fund (PTF) organised a
two-day orientation workshop for surveyors of the
project ‘Combating Corruption in Rajasthan State,
India, by Applying RTI Act as a Tool’ on June 28-29,
2007 at CUTS CART office, Jaipur.

Under the project, the “Critical Analysis” of the RTI
Act vis-à-vis the Lokayukta Act 1973, Anti Corruption
Act 1988 and Citizen Charters a survey was conducted
in Tonk and Jaipur Districts to know perception and
factual status on corruption.

The objectives of the workshop were: to orient
surveyors to gather responses from the relevant persons
the issues mentioned in the questionnaire; to train how
to make useful visits to selected government
departments for the purpose of conducting the
questionnaire survey; to train on collecting adequate
supporting data, data feeding in the questionnaire
format and primary analysis of the data; and to make
the surveyors aware of their survey areas, samplings,
time limitations etc.

The Project Management Team from CUTS CART
and 14 selected surveyors from different blocks of Jaipur
and Tonk districts participated in the workshop. Kavita
Verma from the Department of Good Governance, Harish
Chandra Mathur – Rajasthan Institute of Public
Administration (HCM-RIPA), Jaipur participated as a
resource person. The workshop commenced with
welcome remarks by George Cheriyan of CUTS CART,
who stated that the approach is not to use the project as
a weapon against the government machinery but as a
tool to curb corruption and related practices that
ultimately assure a high degree of accountability in the
functioning of the government.

In the Technical Session, Kavita Verma explained the
role of “participatory approach” in good governance,
highlighting some key characteristics of good governance
i.e. accountability and transparency. Then she released

A Newsletter on Right to Information (RTI)

L-R: Sapna Prajapat, George Cheriyan, Kavita Verma,
Ajnish Bishwas, Siba Prasad, Deepak Yogi

Orientation Workshop for Surveyors
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DIVISIONAL LEVEL WORKSHOPS

CUTS CART organised a two-day Divisional Level
Workshop for CGCC under the project entitled,

“Combating Corruption in the Rajasthan State, India by
applying RTI Act as a Tool’, for Jaipur Division on July 27-
28, 2007 at Rajasthan Institute of Cooperative Education
and Management (RICEM), Jaipur. It also organised second
workshop for Ajmer division on August 06-07, 2007, at the
State Institute of Agriculture and Management (SIAM), Tonk.

The workshops were aimed at creating awareness and
empowering civil society organisations/community-based
organisations (CSOs/CBOs) and vulnerable sections of the
community. It also aimed at disclosing the corrupt practices
in selected five departments i.e. Panchayati Raj & Rural
Development; Police; Revenue; and Food & Civil Supply;
and Public Health Engineering Department (PHED) and set a
target of filing 500 applications under RTI Act 2005 for CGCC.

Workshop in Jaipur
Welcoming the participants RK Sharma of CUTS CART

said that RTI Act is one of the most empowering legislations
passed in the post independent India. George Cheriyan
informed that CUTS International has been involved in
promoting good governance since its inception. CUTS
CART team gave a powerpoint presentation on the project
covering its background, objectives, major activities,
expected outcomes etc. Justice NK Jain, President, State
Human Rights Commission, Rajasthan, stated that awareness
at every level is key to the effective implementation of the
RTI Act. MK Khanna, Secretary, Rajasthan Information
Commission (RIC), opined that RTI Act is like ‘sword’, and
its use for/against any person/department depends upon
the intention of the user.

Block Level Consultations

CUTS CART organised Block Level Consultations under
the project ‘Combating Corruption in Rajasthan State,

India, by Applying RTI Act as a Tool’ at Sambhar Lake, Dudu,
Chakshu, Shahpura, Kotputli in Jaipur District from August
20-30, 2007.

The consultations aimed to provide a platform to block
level official/public representatives and CSOs/voluntary
organisations and local people to share their views and to
identify the gaps between information provider and information
seekers. It also aimed at sharing the findings of the survey
conducted in the Month of July 2007. A total of 223
participants, which included public representatives and the

government officials like Pradhans/Zila Adhayaks/Block
Development Officer (BDO)/Block Elementary Education
Officers (BEEO), attended the consultation.

In the consultation, the effort of CUTS CART towards
making people aware of  RTI Act was appreciated. Ajnish A
Bishwas and AB Paul explained the objectives of the project.

It was felt that awareness level on RTI Act is very low
among the people. Participants shared that in Rastriya Rojgaar
Yojna, Gram Secretaries are misusing the employment card.
Atma Ram, a social worker, vowed to file an application under
RTI in Sambhar Block. Ramesh Chand said that he approached
the BDO office to know about the scheme for the people
below poverty line (BPL) but no one told him the schemes.
However, in the workshop he came to know about the

RTI Act.
Tara Chand Tailor of Shahapura block said that the

poor and the down trodden face difficulty in knowing
the government schemes at the block level. Ladu Ram,
Secretary from Gandhi Vikas Samiti, an NGO, said that
the Act will be of much help for the poor rural people to
solve their land related issues. The consultation oriented
the participants on combating corruption by applying RTI
Act as a tool and provided a platform to the people.

Workshop in Tonk
BL Kothari, the Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Zila

Parishad pointed out the need to build awareness among
the people regarding the use of the Act and explained the
procedure for filing application under the RTI Act. Dr Rakesh
Ranjan, Convener, Soochna Adhikar Abhiyan (SAA),
Madhya Pradesh facilitated the technical session on ‘RTI
Act, 2005 and explained its potential as a tool to ensure
transparency in the government system. During the
workshops, CGCC members took the serious decisions to
achieve the target of  filing 250 the applications under RTI
Act in each division i.e. Jaipur and Ajmer by January 31,
2008. Around 80 relevant stakeholders representing various
CSOs, CBOs, NGOs, and representatives from funding
agencies, and government officials participated.

BLC in progress in Samber Lake

– President Dr APJ Abdul Kalam (2002-2007) at the National
Convention on RTI 13.10.2006; New Delhi
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The implementation of RTI Act is, therefore, an important milestone in our quest for building an
enlightened and at the same time, a prosperous society. Therefore, the exercise of the Right to
Information cannot be the privilege of only a few.                                – Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh

AZm¡nMm[aH$ _§M H$m n[aM`
O¡gm {H$ AmnH$mo {d{XV h¡ ^maVr` g§gX Zo 12 A�Qy>~a, 2005 H$mo

"gyMZm H$m A{YH$ma' A{Y{Z`_ nm[aV H$a emgZ à{H«$`m _| nmaX{e©Vm hoVw
OZ gmYmaU H$s gh^m{JVm gw{ZpíMV H$s�&

"H$Q>²g' g|Q>a \$m°a H$ÝÁ`y_a E�eZ [agM© EÊS> Q´>oqZJ (H$Q²>g H$mQ>©) Xmo
XeH$m| go ̂ r A{YH$ go OZ gmYmaU H$s d¥hX² gh^m{JVm Ed§ {d{^Þ g§gmYZm|/
Cnm`m| Ûmam gwemgZ H$mo AmJo ~T>mZo H$s {Xem _| à`ËZerb h¡�& BgHo$ A{V[aº$,
g§ñWm emgZ ì`dñWm Ho$ g^r ñVam| na nmaX{e©Vm Ed§ Odm~Xo{hVm H$mo ~T>mZo
hoVw H$B© A{^`mZm| _| em{_b h¡�&

Bgr l¥§Ibm _| AJ«ga hmoVo hþE emgZ ì`dñWm _| gwYma bmZo Ed§ nmaX{e©Vm
H$mo ~�T>mZo _| H$Q²>g H$mQ>© H$m `h H$X_ OZ gmYmaU Ho$ {bE {ZpíMV ê$n go
{H$gr hX VH$ bm^Xm`H$ ~ZmZo H$m à`mg Bg n[a`moOZm Ho$ _mÜ`_ go {H$`m
Om ahm h¡�&

H$Q²>g H$mQ>© Ed§ "nmQ>©Za{en \$m°a Q´>m§gnaoÝgr \$ÊS>' (nr.Q>r.E\$.) Ho$ g§̀ wº$
VËdmdYmZ _| "gyMZm H$m A{YH$ma A{Y{Z`_ ×mam amOñWmZ, ̂ maV _| ̂ «îQ>mMma
go ×ÝÛ' n[a`moOZm H$m amÁ` ñVar` ew^maå^ 18 Aàob, 2007 H$mo {H$`m
J`m�& Bg n[a`moOZm H$s Ad{Y _mM©, 2007 go \$adar, 2008 (EH$ df©)
H$s h¡�& àmapå^H$ Vm¡a na Bg n[a`moOZm H$m {H«$`mÝd`Z amOñWmZ Ho$ Xmo g§^mJ
O`nwa Am¡a AO_oa _| {H$`m J`m�& Bg n[a`moOZm Ho$ à^mdr {H«$`mÝd`Z hoVw
H$Q²>g H$mQ>© Ho$ ZoQ>dH©$ go Hw$N> Eogr g§ñWmAm| H$m, Omo AnZo ñVa na H$m`© H$aZo
_| Xj Am¡a ^«îQ>mMma go gå~pÝYV _wX²>Xm| na AÀN>r g_P aIVr h¡, M`Z
{H$`m J`m�&

n[a`moOZm H$s ewê$AmV go hr ~hþV Ü`mZnyd©H$ BZ g§ñWmAm| H$m M`Z
{H$`m J`m {H$ bå~o g_` VH$ g§ñWm Ho$ à`mgm| H$m à{V\$b àmá {H$`m Om
gHo$�& Bg n[a`moOZm H$m EH$ ~hþV hr _hËdnyU© {~ÝXw H$ÝµOmoa{Q>`_ Am°\$ J«wn
H$å~mqQ>J H$aßeZ (gr.Or.gr.gr.) h¡, Omo {H$ EH$ AZm¡nMm[aH$ _§M h¡�&
gr.Or.gr.gr. H$m JR>Z n[a`moOZm H$s J{V{d{Y`m| Ho$ VhV g§^mJ ñVar`
H$m`©embm Ho$ Xm¡amZ O`nwa Am¡a AO_oa g§^mJ _| {H$`m J`m�& BZ XmoZm| g§^mJm|
_| AZm¡nMm[aH$ _§M Ho$ Hw$b 40 gXñ` h¢�& BZ g^r gXñ`m| H$mo g§^mJ ñVar`
H$m`©embm _| {deof ê$n go "gyMZm H$m A{YH$ma' H$m Cn`moJ V§Ì Ho$ ê$n _|
H$aVo hþE ̂ «îQ>mMma go {H$g Vah ÛÝÛ {H$`m OmE, H$m à{ejU BZ H$m ©̀embmAm|
_| {df` {deofkm| Ûmam {X`m J`m, Vm{H$ n[a`moOZm Ho$ A§{V_ MaU _| {ZpíMV
n[aUm_ àmá {H$`m Om gHo$�&

My±{H$ Bg _§M Ho$ {Z_m©U H$s V¡`m[a`m§ n[a`moOZm Ho$ àmaå^ go hr H$s Om
ahr Wr,  ewê$AmV go hr g§ñWmAm| H$m M`Z H$a BÝh| n[a`moOZm H$s àË`oH$

gr.Or.gr.gr. gXñ`, AO_oa  g§^mJ

gr.Or.gr.gr. gXñ`, O`nwa g§^mJ

J{V{d{Y`m| _| Bg Vah go em{_b {H$`m J`m {H$ do Bg {df` na JhamB© Ho$
gmW AnZr g_P ~T>m gHo$�& Bg _§M Ho$ {Z_m©U H$m CÔoí` gmYmaU ZmJ[aH$m|
_| "gyMZm Ho$ A{YH$ma' g§~§Yr OmJê$H$Vm bmZm Am¡a _§M Ho$ _mÜ`_ go
^«îQ>mMma go ÛÝÛ Ho$ {bE OZ gmYmaU H$s n¡adr H$aZm h¡�&

Ano{jV n[aUm_
· gr.Or.gr.gr. n`m©á ê$n go g^r g§gmYZm|, O¡go kmZ, gyMZm, gr.Eg.Amo./

gr.~r.Amo. Ho$ g{H«$` g_W©Z, OmJê$H$ ZmJ[aH$m| Ûmam gh`moJ, OmJê$H$
Ed§ à{V~Õ gaH$mar A{YH$m[a`m| Ed§ ̂ «îQ>mMma {ZamoYH$ g§JR>Zm| go geº$
hmoJm�&�

· gr.Or.gr.gr. ̂ «îQ>mMma Ho$ {damoY _| {H$E Om aho Am_ ZmJ[aH$m|, {deofH$a
Jar~ J«m_rU ZmJ[aH$m| Ho$ à`mgm| _| gh`moJ H$aZo _| gj_ hmoJm�& AV:
gr.Or.gr.gr. "gyMZm H$m A{YH$ma' A{Y{Z`_ H$mo bmJy H$aZo _| EH$
àhar H$s ^y{_H$m {Z^mEJm�&

· àË`oH$ gr.Or.gr.gr. H$mo H$_ go H$_ 250 Ama.Q>r.AmB©. Ho$ AÝVJ©V
AmdoXZ ZmJ[aH$m| Ûmam àñVwV H$aZo H$m bú` {X`m J`m h¡�& AV: ZmJ{aH$m|
Ûmam 500 AmdoXZ, Omo {H$ ZmJ[aH$m| H$s {eH$m`Vm| go gå~pÝYV h¢,
O`nwa Am¡a AO_oa g§^mJ _| {XE OmE§Jo�& ̀ o AmdoXZ nÌ n§Mm`Vr amO Ed§
J«m_rU {dH$mg {d^mJ _| ^«îQ>mMma H$mo amoH$Zo Am¡a ^«îQ> A{YH$m[a`m| H$mo
{Zê$Ëgm{hV H$a|Jo�&

· ^«îQ>mMma na {Z`§ÌU nmZo Ho$ {bE V§Ì H$m AmbmoMZmË_H$ gyú_ {díbofU
gaH$ma na g_` na à^mdr {ZU©` boZo Am¡a ^«îQ>mMma H$s J{V{d{Y`m| H$mo
H$m~y nmZo _| ghm`H$ h¡�& ̀ h à{H«$`m {dH$mg H$mo ~T>mdm XoZo Am¡a Jar~r H$mo
H$_ H$aZo _| ghm`H$ hmoJr�&

· BgHo$ _mÜ`_ go J«m_rU ñVa na A{YH$ nmaX{e©Vm Am¡a Odm~Xohr ~ZmB©
Om gH$Vr h¡�& d¡Y A{^ny{V©, gyMZm H$m A{YH$ma A{Y{Z`_, ZmJ[aH$
A{YH$ma nÌ Am¡a Xygao A{Y{Z`_ Am¡a nwpñVH$m A~ Am¡a A{YH$ nÞm|
H$s ~Om`, Am_ ZmJ[aH$m| H$mo `h A{Y{Z`_ gyMZm àmá H$aZo Ho$ {bE
VH©$g§JV A{YH$ma àXmZ H$aVm h¡�&

· `h n[a`moOZm ^«îQ>mMma Ho$ {Ibm\$ amîQ´>r` Am¡a amÁ` ñVa na {d{^Þ
H$m ©̀dmhr/Am§XmobZ MbmZo _| ghm`H$ hmoJr�& Ì¡_m{gH$ Ý ỳOboQ>a Am¡a A§{V_
XñVmdoO «̂îQ>mMma O¡go _wÔm| na OmJê$H$Vm bmZo Am¡a gr.Or.gr.gr. Ho$ {bE
n¡adr H$aZo Ho$ {bE EH$ ~hþV hr à^mdr V§Ì h¡�&
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"gyMZm H$m A{YH$ma' A{Y{Z`_, 2005

EH$ g\$b ~mZJr

AO_oa {Obo Ho$ Ama§B© {dH$mg IÊS> H$s J«m_ n§Mm`V ~moamS>m
Ho$ J«m_ ~moamS>m Ho$ Xmo ì`{º$`m| lr gwaoe MÝX O¡Z Ed§ ^§dabmb
JwO©a Zo _mh _B© 2007 _| AnZo _H$mZ Ho$ {bE nÅ>m ~ZdmZo hoVw
J«m_ n§Mm`V _| {Z`_mZwgma am{e O_m H$admH$a 30 _B©, 2007
H$mo agrX àmá H$s Wr�&

agrX àm{á Ho$ Xmo _hrZo ~mX n§Mm`V g{Md go XmoZm| ì`{º$`m|
Zo nÅ>o Ho$ ~mao _| OmZH$mar Mmhr, na bJmVma EH$ hr Odm~ {_bm
{H$ nÅ>o H$s à{H«$`m Mb ahr h¡�& �`m|{H$ XmoZm| ì`{º$`m| H$mo nÅ>o H$s
Amdí`H$Vm hmoZo bJr Ed§ agrX àm{á H$mo ̂ r H$m\$s g_` {ZH$b
MwH$m Wm�&

XmoZm| ì`{º$ lr AemoH$ {díZmobm, bmoH$ {dH$mg g§ñWmZ,
gadm�S>, {Obm AO_oa Omo {H$ gyMZm H$m A{YH$ma na H$Q²>g Ûmam
MbmB© Om ahr n[a`moOZm Ho$ VhV gr.Or.gr.gr. gXñ` h¢, Am¡a
AO_oa g§^mJ _| H$m`© H$a aho h¢, Ho$ gånH©$ _| Am`o�& CÝhm|Zo
AnZr g_ñ`m H$mo {dñVma go ~Vm`m Am¡a Bg g§ñWm Ho$ gXñ`
^r Cgr Xm¡amZ Q>m|H$ _| "H$Q²>g' Ûmam Am`mo{OV "gyMZm H$m A{YH$ma'
A{Y{Z`_ na g§^mJ ñVar` H$m`©embm go à{ejU àmá H$a
MwHo$ Wo�&

CÝh| `h _wÔm "gyMZm H$m A{YH$ma' Ho$ AÝVJ©V CR>m`o OmZo
Ho$ {bE Cn`wº$ bJm Am¡a {XZm§H$ 2 {gVå~a 2007 H$mo "gyMZm
H$m A{YH$ma' A{Y{Z`_ Ho$ AÝVJ©V XmoZm| ì`{º$`m| Ho$ _mÜ`_
go AmdoXZ àñVwV {H$`m�& AmdoXZ àñVwV {H$`o OmZo Ho$ ~mX
AmíM`©OZH$ n[aUm_ CZ ì`{º$`m| H$mo {_bo Ed§ {g\©$ gmV {XZ
Ho$ ~mX hr CÝh| nÅ>o àmá hmo J`o�&

`h ^«ï>mMmar ~§X H$amo�&
`h ^«ï>mMmar ~ÝX H$amo�&&
Zm Jar~ {H$gmZ H$mo V§J H$amo�&
Zm Jar~ {H$gmZ H$mo V§J H$amo�&&
Omo `h A\$ga gaH$mar h¡�&
`hm§ hmoVr Iy~ XJmar h¡�&�&
Zm BZH$s H$moB© EÝ�dmar h¡�&
`h ^«ï>mMmar ~ÝX H$amo�&
`h ^«ï>mMmar ~§X H$amo�&&

H$hVo h¢ nhbo ^|Q> Xmo,
`h XâVa gaH$mar h¡�&
VZ»dmh go ^aVm noQ> Zht,
[aídV H$s bJr {~_mar h¡�&
`h ^«ï>mMmar ~§X H$amo�&
`h ^«ï>mMmar ~§X H$amo�&&

Omo AmE Jar~r AZwXmZ,
dh AmYm hr ah OmVm h¡�&
Hw$N> OmE g{Md H$s Oo~m| _|,
Hw$N> ~m~y hr Im OmVm h¡�&
`h ^«ï>mMmar ~§X H$amo�&
`h ^«ï>mMmar ~§X H$amo�&&

BZ {~Obr dmbm| H$mo XoImo�&
Zm bmB©Q> g_` na XoVo h¢�&
\$gbm| H$mo `h ~~m©X H$a|�&
{~b _moQ>m ^a XoVo h¢�&
`h ^«ï>mMmar ~§X H$amo�&&
`h ^«ï>mMmar ~§X H$amo�&

Omo `h S>m°�Q>a gaH$mar h¡�&
Zm {_bo H$^r `h S²>`yQ>r na,
`h {ZOr ê$_ _| ahVo h¢�&
Ohm§ BZH$s \$sg ^mar h¡�&
`h ^«ï>mMmar ~§X H$amo�&
`h ^«ï>mMmar ~§X H$amo�&&

~¢H$ Vhgrb WmZo h¡�&
AS>o OZVm H$s bmMmar h¡�&
J_Xwa Vmo g�r {bIVm h¡
Zm {bIZo go nm~ÝX H$am|�&
`h ^«ï>mMmar ~§X H$amo�&
`h ^«ï>mMmar ~§X H$amo�&&

- J_Xya qgh, Cngan§M
J«m_ n§Mm`V ~�S>m Z`m Jm§d

n§. g§. {hÊS>mobr (~y§Xr-amOñWmZ)

`h ^«ï>mMmar
~§X H$amo� µ!
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– President Dr APJ Abdul Kalam (2002-2007) at the National

Convention on RTI 13.10.2006; New Delhi


