
background, the objectives, major activities, expected
outcomes etc.

C D Arah, CIC, Andhra Pradesh, while delivering the
special address spoke about different clauses of RTI Act
and pointed out the need to build capacity of general
public regarding the usage of RTI Act. He said that
selection of mode/method to impart/disseminate
knowledge and information regarding RTI Act is critical,
stating that in the state like Rajasthan, remoteness and
backwardness is a challenge to disseminate the
awareness about RTI Act. Wajahat Habibullah, CCIC
who was the Chief Guest of the meeting, formally

Towards Strengthening Participatory Democracy

Information
is Power

No. 1. 2007

CUTS CART

CUTS Centre for Consumer Action, Research & Training (CART)
D-222, Bhaskar Marg, Bani Park, Jaipur 302 016, India ● Ph: 91.141.513 3259, 228 2821

Fax: 91.141.228 2039, 228 2485 ● Email: cart@cuts.org ● Website: www.cuts-international.org
In Partnership With: Partnership for Transparency Fund (PTF), Washington DC

● Major Recommendations of the
State Level Seminar ............................................... .2

● Highlights of RTI Act (2005) .................................... 3
● Action Plan .............................................................. 3
● Usage of RTI / CART in Media ................................ 4

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

L-R:  Sonal Thacker, Wajahat Habibullah, C D Arah, JVR Murty,
George Cheriyan, R K Sharma

gyMZm hr e{º$ h¡gyMZm hr e{º$ h¡

.../...

CUTS Centre for Consumer Action,
Research & Training (CUTS CART),

Jaipur organised the State Level Launch
Meeting of the project ‘Combating
Corruption in Rajasthan State, India, by
Applying Right to Information (RTI) Act
as a Tool’ on April 18, 2007 at the
Conference Hall, Patel Bhawan, HCM-
RIPA, Jaipur. The project is conceptualised
and implemented by CUTS CART in
partnership with the Partnership for
Transparency Fund (PTF), an international
NGO based in Washington DC.

Objectives
The project is being implemented in

two administrative districts of Rajasthan
state viz., Jaipur and Tonk, with a rural
community-based approach. Its overall
objectives include: generating awareness
and sensitising the common citizens
towards application of RTI Act;  empowering the Civil
Society Organisations (CSOs) and the vulnerable
sections at the grassroots level to support in improving
the functioning of existing accountability mechanisms;
and advocating with the policy makers for effective
implementation of RTI Act for ensuring good
governance and accountability.

The Launch Meeting
The launch meeting commenced with the introductory

remarks by George Cheriyan, Associate Director, CUTS
CART. He opined that RTI is one of the most empowering
legislations of independent India. In contrast to the
Official Secretes Act of 1923, the RTI Act elevates the
common citizens to the status of an informed partner in
the matter of governance of the state. He said the Act has
a big potential in ensuring the transparency and
accountability.

R K Sharma from CUTS CART made a presentation
on the various aspects of the project covering the

A Newsletter on Right to Information (RTI)
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“ The real Swaraj will come not by the acquisition of authority by a few,
but by the acquisition of capacity by all to resist authority when abused.”   – Mahatma Gandhi

l The government should give priority to training all
officers for the implementation of this law in letter and
spirit, which also includes lawyers and civil society
representatives. Departments and public authorities with
greater public interaction must be targeted on a priority
basis.

l According to Section 4 (I) of the RTI Act, every public
authority should take steps to computerise and digitalise
its records and maintain them in a duly catalogued and
indexed manner to facilitate better access.

l The government should develop proper procedures and
issue guidelines to all public authorities to make the
process of obtaining information hassle free for the
people.

launched the project. While delivering the inaugural
address, he said, “Right to Information Act can be utilise
as a tool not a weapon”. He further opined that RTI Act
should be used in a cordial manner that could address
corruption up to some extent and ensure transparency
and accountability. Further, he added that there is ardent
necessity to orient public as well as public servants about
RTI Act. He highlighted that combined force of Consumer
Protection Act and RTI Act in hands of common men
could prove to be a big tool to combat corruption.

He also expressed that there is a need to develop
‘Information Technology’ in government departments to
facilitate the process of information dissemination under
RTI Act. Ensuring use of modern techniques of
communications such as website, e-mails etc., could
provide a breakthrough and unlock new dimensions in
facilitating transparency and accountability in Public
Sector.

Habibullah responded to a number of questions
raised by participants. After his inaugural address,
R K Sharma proposed the vote of thanks to the dignitaries
at the end of the session

While facilitating the technical session, Sonal Thacker
from CHRI, Gujarat,  introduced various aspects and

Major Recommendations of the State Level Seminar

“One Year of RTI in Rajasthan: Problem and Possibilities”
Organised by CUTS CART in collaboration with Common Wealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI) February 01, 2007, Jaipur

l All the public authorities should immediately take step
to publicise the name and the designation of their Public
Information Officer (PIO) prominently at a public and
visible slot of their offices.

l All public authorities should set up a single window
system for receiving applications, payment of the fee (if
any) and issue of acknowledgement and receipt (if any)
to the requestor.

l The rule amended to reduce the photocopy charges to
the actual market rate of Rs One instead of Rs two.

l According to Section 26 of the RTI Act, it is the
responsibility of the State Government to design and
conduct training programmes for its officers to
implement the law.

Points to Remember
(While making a request for information)

An application, whether made on plain paper or
in a prescribed format may contain the following
points:
l Name of the applicant
l Contact details of the applicant including

complete postal address, telephone numbers and
email address (if any)

l Name of the public authority from whom the
information is being requested

l Nature and details of the information requested
l Whether proof of payment of application fee is

attached or not
l If the applicant claims fee waiver and whether

proof of BPL status is attached or not
l Whether the applicant wishes to receive the

information by post

clauses of RTI Act and its implications. She also presented
various success as well as failure stories, related to the
use of RTI Act. J V R Murty from the World Bank, Mumbai,
made a brief presentation on “A Framework of
Accountability Relationships”.

The presentation was followed by an interactive
session. Murty and Thakar responded to various
questions raised by the participants. Simultaneously, the
participants also provided very useful suggestions that
will help in the implementation of various activities
under the project.

In addition to the guests and resource persons
mentioned above, the event witnessed an active
participation of around 100 relevant stakeholders
representing various CSOs, government officials of
concerned department, media persons and other
individuals interested on the issues like corruption,
accountability and RTI Act.

Wajahat Habibullah delivering speech at the meeting
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“Democracy requires an informed citizenry and transparency of information, which are vital to its functioning and
also to contain corruption and to hold governments and their instrumentalities accountable to the governed”.

RTI Act (2005)

QUARTER & MONTH

I.   (March-May)

II.  (June-August)

III. (September-November)

IV. (December-February)

MAJOR ACTIVITIES

1. State Level Launch Meeting (SLLM)
2. Familiarisation visit to project locations
3. Formation of the Consortium of Groups for

Combating Corruption (CGCC)
4. Critical Analysis (CA) of the RTI Act (2005) Citizen Charters

(Five), Rajasthan Lokayukta Act (1973) and Anti Corruption
Act 1988

  1. Divisional and block level consultation workshops
  2. Mid Term Evaluation

  1. Dissemination meetings
  2. Intensive advocacy with different authorities

1. Evaluation of programme
2. Preparation of final document

ACTION PLAN

(March 2007 to February 2008)

"gyMZm H$m A{YH$ma' A{Y{Z`_ (2005)

 

 

^«îQ>mMma, "gmd©O{ZH$' Ed§ "{ZOr {hV' H$o [aíVm|
Am¡a gr_mAm| Ho$ g§~§Y _| EH$ _yb^yV àíZ ~Zm hþAm
h¡�& ̀ h h_mao Ü`mZ H$mo gaH$mar V§Ì Ho$ A{YH$m[a`m| Ed§
g§ñWmAm| H$s Amoa  VWm "{H$gH$mo �`m {_bVm h¡' H$s
Amoa AmH¥$îQ> H$aVm h¡�& `h ZmJ[aH$m| Ho$ gmd©O{ZH$
OrdZ _| CZH$s gaH$ma Ed§ CgH$s hr à{V{H«$`mAm| H$mo
à^m{dV H$aZo na ^r àíZ I�S>m H$aVm h¡�&

{díd ~¢H$ H$s VmOm [anmoQ>© _| ^«îQ> Xoem| H$s gyMr
_| ^maV H$mo 47dm± ñWmZ {X`m J`m h¡�& `h [anmoQ>©  N>h
gyMH$m| na AmYm[aV h¡, {Og_| {H$ "gwemgZ' _w»`
gyMH$ h¡�& Xmo gm¡ Xoem| H$s gyMr _o MrZ H$m 31dm± ñWmZ
h¡�& [anmoQ>© Ho$ AZwgma  `o XmoZm| Xoe H$m`Xo-H$mZyZm| H$mo
bmJy H$aZo _| H$_Omoa h¢�&

Q´>m§gnaoÝgr BÝQ>aZoeZb Ûmam ~rg amÁ`m| Ho$
14,405 Z_yZm| na {H$`o J`o {dñV¥V AÜ``Z, 2005
Ho$ AZwgma Xoe Ho$ ZmJ[aH$ EH$ AWdm ½`mah go A{YH$
gmd©O{ZH$ godm gw{dYmAm| hoVw à{V df© Hw$b  21,068
H$amo�S> énE H$s [aídV XoVo h¢�&

^maVr` g§gX Zo 12 A�Qy>~a, 2005 H$mo "gyMZm
H$m A{YH$ma' A{Y{Z`_ nm[aV H$a emgZ à{H«$`m H$s
nmaX{e©Vm _| OZgmYmaU H$s gh^m{JVm H$m lrJUoe
{H$`m�& O¡gm {H$ ^maVr` g§{dYmZ H$s Ymam 19(1) _|
C�oI h¡ {H$ "gyMZm H$m A{YH$ma' OZgmYmaU Ho$
_yb^yV A{YH$ma "g§^mfU Ed§ A{^ì`{º$' H$m EH$
{hñgm h¡�&

Cnamoº$ A{Y{Z`_ emgZ à{H«$`m, ^«îQ>mMma
CÝ_ybZ Ed§ OZ ge{º$H$aU _| d¥hX gh^m{JVm
gw{ZpíMV H$aZo Ho$ gwAdga àXmZ H$aVm h¡�& ̀ h ZmJ[aH$m|
H$mo gyMZm àmá H$aZo Ed§ emgZ Ûmam OZgmYmaU H$mo
gyMZm àXmZ H$amZo Ho$ {bE ào[aV H$aVm h¡�& {deofH$a,
O~ gyMZmE§ OZgmYmaU Ho$ {hVmW© hm|�& ̀ h A{Y{Z`_
^«îQ> emgZm{YH$m[a`m| Ho$ {Ibm\$ H$ma©dmB© hoVw amîQ´> Ho$
{bE ZdrZ Amem H$s {H$aU h¡�&

  {deof A{YH$ma Am¡a e{º$`m§

A{Y{Z`_ Ho$ AZwgma OZVm H$mo A{YH$ma h¢:
l H$moB© ̂ r gyMZm (n[a^m{fV) àmá H$aZo H$m
l XñVmdoOm| H$s à{V{b{n boZo H$m
l XñVmdoOm|, H$m`m] Am¡a A{^boIm| Ho$ {ZarjU H$m
l Cn`moJr gm_J«r Ho$ à_m{UV Z_yZo boZo H$m
l qàQ>, {S>ñHo$Q>g, âbmonr, Q>on, dr{S>`mo H¡$goQ²>g Ho$

ê$n _| AWdm H$moB© ^r Bbo�Q´>mo{ZH$ nÕ{V go gyMZm
àmá H$aZo H$m

  à{H«$`m

A{Y{Z`_ Ho$ VhV g_ñV {d^mJm| _|, EH$ OZ
gyMZm A{YH$mar H$s {Z`w{º$ hmoJr�& H$moB© ^r ZmJ[aH$
AmdoXZ nÌ XoH$a OZ gyMZm A{YH$mar go gyMZm ({H$gr
^r ê$n _|) àmá H$a gH$Vm h¡�& Cn ẁº$ {d^mJ go Cn ẁº$

gyMZm CnbãY H$admZm OZ gyMZm A{YH$mar H$m
CÎmaXm{`Ëd h¡�& ̀ {X Mmhr JB© gyMZm gå~pÝYV {d^mJ
_| CnbãY Zht h¡, Vmo OZ gyMZm A{YH$mar H$m
CÎmaXm{`Ëd h¡ {H$ dh gå~pÝYV gyMZm Ho$ {bE AÝ`
{d^mJ _| {Z`wº$ OZ gyMZm A{YH$mar go nm§M {Xdg _|
gyMZm àmá H$a àmWu H$mo CnbãY H$amE�&

 A{Y{Z`_ Ho$ _w»` àmdYmZ

l bmoH$ A{YH$m[a`m| H$m CÎmaXm{`Ëd (Ymam 4(1)
l OZ gyMZm A{YH$m[a`m| Ed§ ghm`H$ OZ gyMZm

A{YH$m[a`m| H$s {Z ẁ{º$ (Ymam 5(1) Am¡a 5(2)
l Ho$ÝÐr` gyMZm Am`moJ H$m JR>Z (Ymam 12

Am¡a 13)
l amÁ` gyMZm Am`m oJ H$m JR>Z (Ymam 15

Am¡a 16)
l JwáMa Ed§ gwajm g§JR>Zm| na A{Y{Z`_ bmJy Zht

(Ymam 24)
l A{Y{Z`_ àmdYmZm| Ho$ {H«$`mÝd`Z${Z`_ ~ZmZo

H$m A{YH$ma (Ymam 27 Am¡a 28)

  {d{eîQ>VmE§

l àmWu gyMZm àmá H$aZo H$m H$maU ~VmZo Ho$ {bE ~mÜ`
Zht hmoJm�& A{Y{Z`_, g_` {Z`V ̂ r H$aVm h¡�&

l OZ gyMZm A{YH$mar H$mo AmdoXZ H$aZo Ho$ 30 {XZ
Ho$ AÝVJ©V CgH$s AZwnmbZm H$aZr hmoJm�&

l ghm`H$ OZ gyMZm A{YH$mar H$mo AmdoXZ H$aZo Ho$
35 {XZ Ho$ AÝVJ©V CgH$s AZwnmbZm H$aZr hmoJr�&

l `{X OZ gyMZm A{YH$mar AÝ` {d^mJ _| ̂ oOVm h¡,
Vmo 35 {XZm| Ho$ AÝVJ©V CgH$s AZwnmbZm hmoJr�&

l _mZdm{YH$ma hZZ go gå~pÝYV gyMZm, gwajm
g{_{V`m| Ûmam 45 {XZ Ho$ AÝVJ©V CnbãY H$amB©
OmEJr�&

l `{X Cnamoº$ g^r àH$aU ì`{º$ Ho$ OrdZ AWdm
ñdVÝÌVm  go gå~pÝYV h¡, Vmo OZ gyMZm A{YH$mar
Eogo àH$aUm| Ho$ VhV Mmhr JB© gyMZmE§ 48 K§Q>o _|
CnbãY H$amEJm�&

  gyMZm H¡$go {_boJr

{ZåZ àH$ma H$s gyMZm gaH$mar XâVam| H$mo ñd`§ Kmo{fV

H$aZr hmoJr�&

l XâVa Ho$ g^r A{YH$mar d H$_©Mm[a`m| Ho$ Zm_,

nXZm_, H$V©ì`, e{º$`m§ Am¡a doVZ

l {H$gr ̂ r {df` na {ZU©̀  boZo H$s à{H«$`m Am¡a AnZo

H$V©ì`m| Ho$ nmbZ Ho$ {bE ñWm{nV _mnX§S>

l AnZo H$m_H$mO _| BñVo_mb {H$`o OmZo dmbo {Z`_,

{d{Z`_, _mJ©X{e©H$m VWm AmXoem| H$m ã`m¡am

l AnZo XâVa _| CnbãY g^r XñVmdoOm| Ho$ àdJm] H$s

gyMr

l g^r `moOZmAm| Ho$ {bE àñVm{dV ~OQ>, Amd§{Q>V

YZam{e Am¡a VËg§~§Yr [anmoQ>©�&

l H$ë`mUH$mar `moOZmAm| H$mo {H«$`mpÝdV H$aZo H$m

VarH$m, bm^m{W©̀ m| H$s gyMr VWm Amd§{Q>V YZam{e�&

l AnZo Ûmam {X`o J`o [a`m`Vm| d na{_Q>m| H$mo àmá

H$aZo dmbm| H$s gyMr�&

`h gmar OmZH$mar ha bmoH$ gyMZm A{YH$mar Ho$ nmg

H$§ß`yQ>a na ̀ m {H$Vm~ Ho$ ê$n _| CnbãY hmoJr�& AmnHo$

Ûmam _m§Jo OmZo na bmoH$ gyMZm A{YH$mar H$mo ̀ h gyMZm

erK« qàQ>mCQ> `m \$moQ>moH$m°nr Ho$ _mÜ`_ go XoZr n�S>oJr�&

AmdoXZ nÌ `m AmdoXZ ewëH$ XooZo H$s Oê$aV Zht h¡�&

Ho$db énE 2/- à{V noO Ho$ {hgm~ go ewëH$ XoZm

hmoJm�&
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Available Information & Common Man
Proactive Disclosure

Before After

“Awareness of RTI has come in the urban areas but
the  impact of RTI is much less in rural areas’’              – National Convention on RTI: Recommendations, N. Delhi, October 13-15, 2006
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