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Background

India is mainly an agricultural countryghere around 58 percent thfe nation's population is
involved in agriculture for livelihood. There is huge untapped potential of organic farming in
India. Organic farming emerged as a potential alternative for meeting food demand,
maintaining soil fertiliy and increasing soil carbon pool.

The promotion of organic consumption is directly related to consumer's safety in many ways.
Use of pesticides and chemicals in agriculture production is one of the major causes of
environmental degradatioand also beng unfit for human health. The chemical in food
products adversely affects reproduction capabilities in women and girls.

Moreover, Indian societies being largely patriarchal, a@dvomenare notprioritised so
these womerare more prone tohemicalcontaminations in food. So the adoption of organic
consumption will benefit women amspeciallygirls the most.

Insight into the Project

CUTS withthe financial assistance frol@wedish Society for Nature Conservation (SSNC),
Swedenis implementing this teryear project. The objective of the project is to promote
organic consumption in the State of Rajasthan (India) covering six major agriculture potential
districts by awareness generation, sensitisation, cagaaitying and advocacy activities.
IncreasecAwareness is expected to result in increased consumer dentaci will further

push demand for availability and affordability of organic products contributing toviaeds
decreasing health hazards of consumers.

Besides, n 1985, United Nations alsoaegnised sustainable consumption as one of the
consumer right under right to healthy environment in its guideline for consumer protection
(UNGCP) and since organic consumption is key to healthy environment and sustainable
consumption so the issue of organulture is considered as an issue of consumer protection.
The project is expected to result in better informed consumers and farmers about organic
consumption and farming; better policies and enforcement thereof by sensitised policy
makers in the Stat&his will boost organic farming and consumption in the State and in the
long run will provide sustainable environment and lifestyilee project airma to promote
organic consumption in six major agriculture potential districts namely: Jaipur, Dausa,
Chittorgarh, Pratapgarh, Udaipur and Kota.

The broader objectives of the whole project are:

To generate awareness among consumers about organic products

To build capacity ofthefarmers to adopt organic farming

To promote and increase consumer's demandrf@nic products

To encourage consumers to shift towattts use obrganic products and sustainable

consumption and

1 To sensitise and advocate with concerned stakeholders, including government
agencies to promote organic products in the State of Rajasthan
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More details and updates of the projaatavailable athe project webpage:
Www.cutsinternationa.org/cart/proorganic



http://www.cuts-internationa.org/cart/proorganic

Objective of the Meeting

The purpose ofhie consultatiorheld on Novemberl3, 2014 was to presentdiscuss and
evaluatethe activities conducted during tffiest yearof the project in terms of both output
and outcome The aim of the meeting wato formulate thestrategies for futurevith all the
stakeholderso asto come out with much more fosesl work on the issum future The
event also witnessed tlehowcasingof key findings emergeaut from the researchstudy
done under the project as one of the major activity and provided a platform to all the
stakeholdes to discuss these findings, whigortrayedthe ground realities of organic
consumption and production the six districts of Rajasthan
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In the beginning, Deepak Saxena, Senior Programme Coordinator, @udi@ational
welcomed all the esteemed guests and delegates to the meeting. He briefly introduced all the
participants about the objectives of meeting and apprised them with tfe gragramme
schedule. Saxena invitdte chief guest, special guest, delegates from S@N Director

CUTS on the dais for the inaugural session.

Introductory Remarks

George Cheriyan, Director, CUT$ his introductory remarksaid that under National
Mission on Sustainable Agriculture, promoting organic farming is one of the key
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comporents. Cheriyarsaid thatthed Nat i on al Project on Organic
but even after teyears there is only 0.3 percent ofndi aés 140 mnlandisct ar e s
under organic farming in the whole country, whiclguste meager5.2mn hectag and out of

this, 90 percent is a forest lan@here vegetation grows naturall@heriyan said that this

situation is gatheticas far as the issue of promoting organic culture is concefmednd 98

percentf the organic products are consumed domaigicEven thoughthere is a big export
possibility, which is not properly trapped aodt of what isexportedcomprisingmostly

animal feed which does nogive a big premium.Rajasthan is thiargest Statéaving a big

untapped growth potential for agic farming and export of organic produdtéawever the
researchunder the project shows only mere pé&centfarmers are doing complete organic
farming Organic farming in India and especially in Rajasthan has a long way to go, he
concluded. George also said thaton the basis of thdeedback received fronall the
stakeholders, CUTS would be in a position to devise the future strategy.
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Sara Nilsson ProgrammeOfficer, SSNCin her opening address said that 2.percent
population ofSweden isa memberof SSNG which happens to b&05 yeas old organisation
and ha world-wide partners. &rashared that inhelast two yearsorganic consumption has
considerably increased in Sweden &®INCwant this to increasevorldwide Sustainable
consumption angbromoting organic is one of the key areas of work for SSN&ta &lso
shared that 40 organisations and 25 countries participated 0 en Action Weeld
organisedwvorld-wide in the month of October. During the evebirika Hjertstrand,who is
inchargeof Green Action Week in SSNC at the internaticleakl was also preserdt the
dais Sara saidafter returning toSweden, they will share the detaésmd outcomeof
consultation with the people of Sweden.

Project Progress and Key ReseatcFindings

Amarjeet Singh, Project Coordinatof CUTS, through agpower pointpresentation shared the
details of activitiesmplemented under the projecso farearmarking the outputs and major
outcome from thesactivities. He told that inthe first year of the project activities like
Project launch and Partner Orientation MeetingAction Research six District-level
Orientation withthe farmergroups six ExposureVisits of farmer groupsereaccomplished

In addition, several Information Educationda@ommunication (IEC) material in the form of
handouts were als@rinted and distributedo the participants Presently awareness
campaigs in 102panchayatsare being conducted.
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Sharing about the actiaesearchAmarjeetinformed thatthe coverage inlides as many as
51 blocks in six selected distri@acompassingelectedotal 102gram panchayats

Further, two groups of respondents, i.e. farmers and consespansesvere coveredn the
given ratio:

Consumer 6 s Suamgepsiza $586 (Male: @ percentFemale: 35.8perceny.
Far mer 60 s Ranyplp size $58%(64.@@rcentmale and 35.9percenttemalg.

It was supplemented by 5qualitative modulesfrom various sources, such a&srious
departments, various NGQ&ZOs agencies in comdtation with CUTS and its partners at
the districtlevel.

While showcasing and portraying the reseastbdy conducted by CUTS in six major
agriculture potential targeted districts i.e. Jaipur, Dausa, Chittorgarh, Pratapgarh, Udaipur and
Kota on 1536 saples of consumersAmarjeetsaid that only 25.percentconsumers have
purchased organic products at any point of time althougbher@&ntconsumers are aware of

the ill-effects of pesticidesised in nororganic production The awarenessn organic
farming is lesseramong womenwhich is only 28 percentin comparison to merin one of
theinteresting andrecouragingindings, 98 percent of respondent consumers have expressed
willingness to buy organic products, such products were easifvailableand at can be
accessed aitffordable cost

Amarjeetalso presentedhe key findings culled out fronthe analysisof ar mer 6 s r espo
A total of 1529 sample from farmers in six districts @ere collected from six targeted

districts It is revealedhatonly 2.8 percentfarmers usgorganic inpus, whereas39.2percent

uses chemicas, while remaining57.9percentfarmers use a mix of both organic and chemical

inputs. Similarly, 91.3 percent of farmers are found to be aware of ill impacts of chemicals

and pestiides. However90.7 percent farmers use chemical based feetii and pesticides

because it gives high yieldwareness onattification process and theelatedproblemswith

the sameis also an issu@s only 13.6 percent farmers di@nd aware ofthe organic
certification. Besides, there were many key findings, which were put forth before the
audience.

Requirement and induction oérhalecentric advertisemenwhich can play a lead role in
availing organic product s dhealthardmteoductionfob mi | y 0
mass awareness activities for creating organic consumption depranabtion oflivestock




asthe focus introduction ofhigher subsidies for organic farming and production of organic
manure/pesticides/herbicides .elty governnent and reduction in usage ofigmnicas in
farming sectokvere showcased as few key suggestions in the presentation.

Responses to the Key Findings

After Amar j eet 6 s Dp B &sRathote®@rogramme CoordinatoKrishi Vigyan
Kendra statedthat the imbalance created by the use of chemicals @esticides havéeen
proving costly for consumersRaising his deep concern over the rising trends of using
chemical pesticidesRathore reiterated the need of more usage of vermin composting, which
is not onlyecofriendly but also cost effective. He said that it is an effective way to recycle
agricultural and kitchen wastes. The applicationvefmin compostnot only supplements
plant nutrients (macro and micro) but also increases soil water retention, miicrobi
population, nutrient content and carbon content of the bt@l.emphased on the mix
cropping angointed out thabrganic farming leads to increased production in the long run.
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Dr Surendra Babu, AssistaniGeneralManageyNational Bank for Agriculire and Regional
Development JABARD), citing the example of eagle pulling out old feathers said that we
have to reposition ourselves $top theuse of chemicals and pesticides and expand organic
production and consumption to survive losgirendra Babalso emphasedonto make an
economically viable modglso that farmers are motivated to take up organic farming.
Quoting NABARD-CUTS collaboration, he appreciated CUTS efforts in bringing a change in
agriculture mode, which itself is a challenging task.
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Dr B D Yadav, Professor of Vegetable Cultivation in Agriculture Research Institute,
Durgapurastresged on the need of low water absorbing varieties of fruits and vegetables and
domestic inputs application¥adav said that in all, introduction of orgamiagriculture has
diversified farming operations to add few more sources of income for the family. Organic
agriculture management has increasgextotal mandays of labour requirement by 15 percent. A
substantial portion being contributed by the famibglt. The opportunities for value addition and
processing of organic farm produce have generated many newagress opportunities at farm
level.
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As key speakerof the programmeDr Shital Prasad Sharmg Director, Department of
Agriculture, Govt. ofRajastharappreciated CUTS and SSNC for the integrated effonsito
togetherthe production and consumption sid&harmasuggestedhe need oforgansing

farmers intod~armers Interest GroupsReferring to the researche said that districts taken
in the study are low fertilizer intake districts.

Sheetal Prasadlso empasised on the need of working on 5 C formulaGentact vith
farmerg, Content(with sufficient inputs Communication(with betterstrategy, Credibility
(certification) and Commitment or Conviction (to convert chemical farming into organic
farming).

Sharmaalsoappreciatedhe presentation and the study of CUTS as one of the major outcome
of the projectwhich would definitely yield results, icase it is continued for a longeenmnd
of time.
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Participation

In the meetingas many as 86 participants including representapeetier NGOs, media,
representatives of CSOs, government departments, agriculture universitigAdRid etc.
participated in the event.

Open Interaction Session

In an open house interactive sessiparticipants from all section of the society raised
concers, over the rising trends of chemical farming, which is proving hazardous to public
health. Few of the farmers from Udaipur, Chittorgarh and Daus&etabouttheir efforts in

promoting organic farming, while few CSO/NGO representatives tried to raise concern on
government 6s approach and attitude in provi
was goodto know about theexperience ofa femalefarmerwho sharedher approach and

efforts towards organic agriculture fraime grass roat




Vote of Thanks

The Way Forward

Arjun Kant Jha, Project Officer summed up
stakeholders for their useful dmctive participatiomnd requesting them to take a pledge to
look the way forward and ensuring that #féorts and support of all would eventually help
CUTS taking its initiatives t@cquiresuccessand taking to nevheights andilso tohelp in
nurtuting the ProOrganic projeets a replicable model on organic farming issues.

Varidhi Singh, Project Officeorchestratedhe whole event.
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PROGRAMME SCHEDULE

10.0611.00 | Registration & Tea/Coffee

11.06011.10 | Welcome Deepak Saxena, Sr. Programme Cootdina
CUTS

11.1611.25 | Introductory Remarks | George Cheriyan, Director, CUTS

11.2511.35 | Opening Address Ms. Sara Nilsson, Programme Officer, Swedi
Society for Nature Conservation (SSNC)

11.3512.00 | Project Progress and | Amarjed Singh, Project Coordinator, CUTS
Key Research Findings

12.0613.00 | Responsesto the Key | { Dr. S.S. Rathore, Programme Coordinatol

Findings K.V.K. (Tankarda), Jaipur
) 1 Dr. Surendra Babu, AGMRegional Office,
15 Minutes NABARD

(for each speaker 1 Mr. B D Yadav, Professor of&getable

Cultivation in Agriculture Research Institut
(RARI), Durgapura, Govt. of Rajasthan

1 Dr. Shital Sharma, Director Agriculture,
Govt. of Rajasthan.

13.0013.25 | Open Interaction Session

13.2513.30 | Vote of Thanks Mr. Arjun Kant Jha, Project Offer, CUTS

13.30 Lunch
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Participants List

S.N. Participants Name and Address Mob./Ph. No.
1 Mohan Dangi Prayatna Samiti, 287, Mahavir 9414353668
Colony, Bedla Road, Badgaon Udaipu
313011
2 Ratan Lal Rawat Prayatna Samiti, V/PBanbora, Teh. 9680569167
Girva, Udaipur 313 706
3 Manju Jhala CRDS Sanstha, Thali, TetChaksu, 9414263131
Jaipur
4 Suva Lal Choudhary CRDS Sanstha, Thali, TetChaksu, 9928548388
Jaipur
5 Rekha Devi Mahawar | CRDS Sanstha, Thali, TelfChaksu,
Jaipur
6 Hardev Sanstha SDHR, Jaipur 9887695733
7 Gurav Ashadeep Sansthan, Pratap Nagar, 9672324716
Jaipur
8 O.P. Pareek HGVS, Dausa 9413235328
9 M.L. Pareek HGVS, Dausa 9414820034
10 K.C. Sharma HGVS, Dausa 9414832618
11 Prahlad Bairwa HGVS, Dausa 7568893148
12 Shiv Shanka HGVS, Dausa 9351787713
13 Ramdhan HGVS, Dausa 9784313584
14 Sunder Lal Bairwa 9928927595
15 Dr. Shaitan Singh KVK, Chomu 9829231357
Rathore
16 Rakesh Kumar Sharma| KVK, Chomu 9413840935
17 Dr. B.D. Yadav RARI, Durgapura, Jaipur 9680158055
18 Govind CECOEDECON, Jaipur 9252822402
19 Uinka Hjertshrand SSNC, Sweden 46737703331
20 Sara Nilson SSNC, Sweden 46706502302
21 Payal Bajaj Payal Jan Jagriti Mahila Vikas Samiti, 9461611002
Jawahar Bazar, Tonk
22 Aparna Bhatnagar Green and Good Eco Solution 9414826322
23 Sunil Bajaj Electronic Bajaj Comp., Jawahar Bazg 9252712066
Tonk
24 Sheetal Sharma Agriculture Department, Govt. of Raj.
25 Dhirendra Jain Lokmat Media 2719173
26 Sudarshan Mishra Aditya Seva Sansthan, Vil 9414553533
Sitarampura, P PahadiyaVia- Chittora
Renwal, Teh.Phagi, Distt Jaipur
27 Varun Sharma ARAVALLI, OTS, Jaipur 9414193151
28 Ashok Kumar Honhaar Sanstha, Murlipura, Jaipur 9785155158
29 Om Prakash SDGS, Heerapura 9829459865
30 Ram Niwas SDGS, Heerapura 9784200795
31 Brij Ballabh Shilpi Sansthan 9314505805
32 Devki Nandan Shilpi Sansthan 9950473611
33 Dinesh Kumar Saini Dainik Navjyoti 9214034529
34 Asha Patel Garibon ka Setu 9829066599
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